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ABSTRACT 
The present research aimed at exploring the possible effect of 1997 on Hong 
Kong middle class family; kin networking and conjugal relation in particular. In face 
of the uncertain future, people will differ in their apprehension and coping strategies. 
The question is how they will be affected by their perception and reaction. 
How would people perceive the future? How would their families prepare 
themselves? How would they make use of their personal networks to tackle internal 
difficulties? What position does kin network take in this issue? In what ways are kin 
and conjugal relation affected? What conclusion could we draw for contemporary 
Hong Kong middle class family? All these are questions to be attempted by the 
research. In short, the two fiindamental aims are to elicit the impact of 1997 on 
familial relation and highlighting an understanding on middle class familism in 
transitional Hong Kong. 
The research findings showed that a general anxiety towards future's well 
being is admitted. There is insufficient confidence over China's viability and credibility 
to maintain Hong Kong's stability and prosperity. Among such general anxiety, 
people could be further categorized in groups of different sentimental and cognitive 
believe. Some are hopeful, while some are helpless or even desperate. 
The main strategy in response centered around the choice of residency; stay or 
leave, whereas other areas are minimally affected. The common reaction of people 
towards the anxiety is to pave way for emergency exit. Accompanied with the 
mentality of "cost minimization and precaution maximization", they will stay behind 
after securing a passport and will not leave till situation proves inevitable. 
The network that respondents count on in times of crisis include kin, social, 
market and self reliance. In response to 1997, which is more a political rather than 
economic issue, kin reliance is declining where a self help mechanism is prevailing. 
Changes in kin ties is witnessed but more on the co-operational and service exchange 
level than on the sense of relatedness. AfFectional ties among kin are minimally 
affected. There is also a slight expansion of social network but are instrumental and 
short term in nature. 
Couples are also encountering a continuous process of strain due to the need 
for making coping decisions. The disruption of internal harmony could be in a form 
of disparities over perception and planning; the need to match and rematch difference; 
and the need to reassess decision made. In sum, 1997 is having a penetrating effect of 
marital strain, if not tension. As external assistance is reducing, the call for unity 
between internal household is heightened. The conjugal system that is under constant 
duress could be fragile in perpetuity, thus postulates an alarming picture. 
i 
Despite the rising phenomenon of shrinking kin ties and seemingly dissonance 
household, Hong Kong middle class family is not being isolated nor disrupted. 
Familiies may be disturbed but not disrupted. Any irregularities could be viewed as 
merely adaptive measures, thus "family crisis" that resembles those of the Western 
world is not really present. Families have undergone changes in response to 1997 but 
it is more appropriate to say that they are being adaptative and flexible rather than 
being disorganized. The persistence of normative and traditional values on "family" 
helps preserving its integrity and perpetuity. In fact, middle class family has shown 
traits of reflexive and adaptive nature in the transition to 1997. For example, the 
reduction of kin reliance resembles a diversification of resource mobilization merely. 
Whereas the strain among couples illustrates the desire to match and rematch 
differences. The ultimate goal behind all these emerging tendencies is to safeguard 
the family well being in the future. 
i i 
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”Social system is an interactive whole of forces and institutions. Family, being the 
basis institution is a product of such interaction; both shaped by and shaping the 
world around. There is a close connection between the nature of family 
organization and the nature of the larger society，that is, the social changes and 
forces it is encountering." 
-Zimmerman-1 
1.1 RATIONALE OF STUDY 
Hong Kong has attracted international attention these years as it is 
experiencing a transition of sovereignty from a capitalist and democratic country to a 
communist one. Everyone, both inside and outside Hong Kong, is watching closely 
on how the one country two system will work. 1997 is something unique for Hong 
Kong, no similar study could be launched in other places as it is peculiar for the 
Territory. There is no doubt that 1997 has ranked the top among the social forces 
that has moved the society since the 80's. It may not be a prime mover but is widely 
recognized as a very important factor for present changes. As 1997 is approaching, 
its influence on the operation and functioning of society has became increasingly 
obvious. Different parts of the social system reacts differently and the crux of this 
research is to explore and ascertain the effect of 1997 on middle class family, a part of 
the social system which is anticipated to be of great challenge in response to the issue. 
The unit of analysis is focused on the changing family in respect to 1997. 
Family, being the most basic unit of social institution, has always changed in respect 
to the direction of social trend. Families in Hong Kong are believed to be nurtured in 
a stable socio-political environment under the colonial rule, where the "context out-
there" is a peaceful guarantee for promoting familial interests.2 Such a situation 
1 C.C. Zimmerman, Family and Civilization, (New York: Harper and Brothers，1947). 
2 Please refer to S.K. Lau's concept of Utilitarian Familism in Society and Politics in Hong Kong. 
(HK: The Chinese University Press, 1984). 
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however is no longer guaranteed when the sovereign question came into 
consideration. The social context a family is facing has in fact become a totally 
ambiguous, equivocal and fluctuate system which make the planning and pursuit of 
. familial interests difficult. Instead of having social and political stability, which Hong 
Kong people emphasized, the external dynamics has turned to be somewhat a stressor 
for the internal dynamics of the family. 
In addition, 1997 has forced families to abandon their usual practice with the 
external environment. A typical Hong Kong family is characterized as apolitical, 
inward looking and atomistic under Lau's conception.^ People try to stay aloof from 
the political and social environment where the pursuit of individual advancement and 
familial interests rank top among their concerns. With the injection of the sovereign 
question, families have to put themselves in a wider context. Planning and 
organization for the future can no longer be secluded as in the past‘ In fact, they have 
to follow closely to the external dynamics in order to make the best arrangement for 
their families. 
The implication behind these is that the equilibrium of the family has been 
disturbed, if not erupted. This has intensified people's concern over thfe question of 
family crisis and disorganization, which may be increasingly alarming for Hong Kong. 
Family stress can be defined as any pressure or tension that is injected on a family 
which disturb existing state. This is normal, inevitable or sometimes desirable since 
people develop and change overtime. But when the change results in pressure and 
disturbances, stress or even crisis become highly possible.^ 
In fact, the concern about "family crisis" is not new, especially in Western 
countries. Family disorganization has been witnessed in the road to modernity where 
its traditional function and stability is under challenge and alteration. Conventionally 
speaking, situation in Hong Kong is less alarming when compared with its western 
counterparts due to the traditional culture of "Chinese familism". Family vitality and 
perpetuation are important and fundamental to Chinese people for family interest 
usually ranks top. Cohesion and solidarity are what Chinese people look for in their 
familial life. Backed by these cultural qualities, the threat of family breakdown due to 
modernization and social change is less serious in Hong Kong during its years of 
urbanization and industrialization. 
3 ibid. 
4 Boss P.，Family Stress Management. (Sage Publications Inc.，1988). 
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The family system however appeared to have traits of insecurity, instability 
and distortion from the 80's onwards. The flourish of divorce, separation, belated 
marriage, single parent family and so on provide insights concerning the sudden 
weakening of family as a unit. As kin relation "evolves and adjust over time especially 
in response to changing condition and emerging social environment",5 does it imply 
that the rising phenomenon is somewhat a result of certain social changes? As 
mentioned in the preceding discussion, Hong Kong society is preoccupied with the 
1997 controversy. Is it true that 1997 is the culprint for the changes we have 
identified?. Such an association is not without ground as 1997 has been widely 
recognized as the fundamental and unique "social force" that has moulded and altered 
the whole picture of Hong Kong society. It could really be the dominating force that 
lead to significant changes in social systems. 
The loop-sidedness of past literature on the relation between family and its 
environment is another stimulation for launching the present research. Researches 
were overwhelmingly concentrated on the effect of the economic system and work on 
family changes and its nature, where as the political arena has been neglected. 
Mitchell's concentration on urbanization and industrialization6; Wong's7 and 
Chaney's8 on industrialization, Wong's9 and Rosen's on work (women's 
employment)10; Lau's materialistic consideration11 and so on are all examples of past 
familial researches on Hong Kong family. 1997 on the other hand is a hybrid of 
economic, political and social stimulation where the political side appears to account 
for a greater weight. How would families react in response to such political 
disturbances? Is the conventional phenomenon and understanding about family still 
applicable under such unusual situation. What sort of new understanding (if any) 
could we draw from the situation? 
5 Sussman in E. Sharras, "Relationship of adult children with their parents in USA", Social 
Structure and the Family, (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1965). 
6 op. cit.，Mitchell，1972. 
7 Wong F. M.. Industrialization and Family Structure in Hong Kong, (HK: Social Research Centre, 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 1974). 
8 Chaney D. C.，"Family norms in a rapidly industrializing society: Hong Kong", Journal of 
Marriage and Family. 36，2 May:400-407. 
9 Wong F.M., "Effects of the Employment of Mothers on Marital Role and Power Differentiation in 
Hong Kong", in King，& Lee (ed.)，Social Life and Development in Hong Kong, (HK: The Chinese 
University Press, 1981). 
1 0 Rosen . S.，Mei Foo Sun Ghuen: Middle Class Chinese Families in Transition, (Taipei: Orient 
Cultural Service，1976). 
1 1 op. cit., Lau, 1982. 
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1.2 THE RESEARCH PROBLEM 
1.2.1 Aims & Objectives 
The fundamental concern of the study is to explore the existing and possible 
trend of kin and conjugal relation among Hong Kong middle class families as well as 
the extent to which this is related to their perception of 1997. It is a concern of how 
these relations are being affected by the changing socio-political context. Through 
the analysis of how family react and how they fit themselves into the changing socio-
political context, insights on the nature of Chinese middle class family could be 
gained. The Chinese families are famous for their mutual assistance and linkage when 
they encounter challenges. This is especially true in the past when family members 
encountered economic difficulties. The traditional system however has experienced 
structural changes in modern society. Is there a "new" kind of familism in the 90's? 
What sort of differences could we detect in this transitional period? This is the 
ultimate question that the research would like to tackle. 
1.2.2 Logic of Research Formulation 
The analysis will be framed by the stress management approach of a family. 
The line of inquiry emphasizes on a three-variable research design, that is, a family 
stressor event is identified, whereas the family response to the event is described and 
analyzed and the outcome of the interaction between the stressor and the response is 
measured.12 It is to see how families (or familial groups) respond in times of 
hardships and difficulties. This will be the entry point and yardstick for analyzing 
existing pattern of familism. Yet, it should be noted that there is one basic 
assumption of the research. 1997 is assumed to be something "irritating" to 
respondents. This means that respondents must, to certain extent viewed 1997 as 
alarming rather than being indifferent to the event. Such irritation would not 
necessarity resulted in "stress" but is a pre-requisite for a successful inquiry. This 
explains why the subject is targeted at the middle class since they are the one who are 
believed to be most disturbed and affected by dilemma. (This will be further explained 
in later section.) In fact, adversarial situation is the best time to test the strength of 
family cohesiveness and integrity thus the assumption is necessary. 
McCubbin & Patterson，"Family Adaptation to Crises", Social Stress and the family, (NY: The 
Haworth Press, 1983), p.26. 
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The "1997 issue", being the stimulator or stressor may trigger certain 
preparational devices, intentionally or unintentionally, which in turn may disturb the 
conventional state of relation. Such stimulation could be termed as the "stressor" or 
the "provoking event" of future family stress (if any), 13 The extent of the effect 
would vary, depending on the uniqueness of couples' perception, resources availability 
and "crisis management" practice. With these connotation in mind, the study could 
be demarcated into the following research sections. 
In the first place, as will be shown in Chapter Two, the study is intended to 
gauge the views and perception of Hong Kong people (couple being the unit of 
analysis) towards 1997. This is a matter of how they define the situation and their 
anticipation of the future scenario. Couples may term the situation as a threat, an 
opportunity or they are just indifferent to the issue. The tentative assumption is that 
their own perception would shape and mould their familial plans and interests for the 
future. As such, to understand the effect of 1997 requires an analysis of how people 
make sense of the event. 
The identification of family strategies in preparing for adaptation and 
adjustment follows in Chapter Three. That is, to see how families (the couples) 
respond and react in face of their perceived opportunities and constraints. Household 
strategies, involving the mobilization of resources and the alteration of plans would be 
elicited as far as possible. 
After exploring the attitudinal and behavioral pattern towards 1997, the 
impact on and changes in kin and conjugal relation would be examined in Chapter 
Four and Five respectively. The relational impact could either be of conducive or 
destructive nature. For marital relation, 1997 may draw the couple closer as it alerts 
them on the need of mutual planning, arrangement, cooperation and support for the 
coming sovereign change. This is from the positive point of view. Negatively 
speaking, it may become the source of worry and conflict which to the extreme, may 
lead to family disorganization. As for kin networking, the focus would be on its 
vitality as a resource for family in times of hardship. 
1 3 According to Boss's definition (1988), family stress can be defined as any pressure or tension 
that is injected on a family which disturb existing state. This is normal，inevitable or sometimes 
desirable since people develop and change overtime. With change comes disturbance and pressure, 
this is what we call stress. 
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The final Chapter will address the fiindamental question of the research 
mentioned in the aims and objectives section. It is hoped that the findings will shed 
lights on the analysis and understanding of contemporary middle class familism. 
The research is not theoretically oriented. In fact, most researches on stress 
and coping are descriptive and exploratory in nature. To give a general overview of 
researches done in the past two decades, most are lack of theoretical guideline nor did 
they attempt to propose or support a theory. In fact, the linkage between theory 
construction and methodological techniques is still an area waiting for further 
improvement. 14 
The present research also does not aim to testify any theory. To a certain 
extent, the logic of its formulation goes closely with Reubin Hill's ABCX model 15, a 
model that is widely recognized as the most powerful and representative framework 
in the study of familial stress. According to Hill, family stress or crisis refers to the 
situation where the disturbance is. so overwhelming; pressure is so severe or the 
change is so acute that the family system is blocked, immobilized or incapacitated. 
This is the X variable. Yet X is a result of the interactive pattern of three other 
variables: A, B and C. For the present study, A refers to the provoking event or the 
stressor (1997); B as the family resources or strengths at the time of events (family 
strategies) while C as the meaning attached to the event by the family (couples' 
perception). 
There is no attempt to produce factual generalization on all families in the 
research. The task is not to test hypothesis but to generate them, that is, to provide 
insights on the kind of familism Hong Kong is experiencing. The exploration would 
generate subjective data, extract personal experSaCfcmckaff faimhgmiSengnli^ixiG^.is experienc 
Moreover, there is no intention to establish a distinct causal relation between 1997 
and relational changes. Rather, it is hoped to explore the interactive and conjoint 
pattern among the variables. 
1 4 Huang I-Chiao, "Family Stress and Coping", in Bahr (ed.)，Family Research. A Sixty Year 
Review. 1930-1990. Vol. 1，(Toronto: Lexington Books，1991). 
1 5 Hill, R., "Generic features of families under stress". Social Casework. 1949, pp. 139-146. 
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1.2.3 Subject of Study 
Class difference is significant in family patterns and the use of kin network. 
Different class would have varying marital norms, dynamics goal and relation, thus a 
wide coverage of class is not manageable and is rather meaningless. 
The subject of study is targeted at the middle class as they are believed to be 
most concerned and disturbed by the issue. To state it more clearly, midldle class in 
itself covers a wide demarcation. The sector which this research is focused are the 
"new middle class". Being locally born, their family of orientation is usually from the 
lower stratum. They have received western education and have achieved upward 
social mobility due to their personal struggling. (Cheung BL 1988:11-12). They are 
the one who have just reached a stable family stage and have started to enjoy the 
fruits of their efforts. In face of the coming challenge which will inevitably alter their 
status quo, they should be the ones who are most concerned and enthusiastic to 
mobilize resources for preparation. Unlike the upper class, or even the upper sector 
of the middle class, they are less sufFicent financially and in the span of networks. 
They are more in the dilemma with the change as future seems to be more uncertain 
to them. They will like to preserve their existing well being, but the question is that 
there is too much uncertainty both in Hong Kong and in foreign places. Socio-
political stability may be guaranteed abroad but not the economic status. The coping 
decision of whether to stay or not is like a gamble and the trade-off may be costly. 
They would encounter a much harder process of decision making than the 
counterparts in the upper class. Also, this class is worth studying when compared 
with those who are trivially affected，say lower class. The working class/ low income 
class are more concerned with their immediate life earning rather than any strategies 
for the future. As they are preoccupied with "earning a living" at present, 1997 would 
be something too remote for them. They are not in a position to do anything thus 
turn out to be rather indifferent to the issue‘ The middle class, on the other hand，do 
have the ability to mobilize resources for coping despite its marginality. This state of 
controversy would make the research much more interesting. 
7 
1.3 METHODOLOGY 
1.3.1 General design of data collection 
This is a qualitative research with intensive interviews of 20 families as the 
main instrumental tool. The couples are the unit of analysis thus are interviewed 
separately. Purposive non probability sampling through snowballing method and 
personal network are used to locate suitable families. The choice of suitable family is 
based on a number of criteria, including income level, occupation, and housing 16. 
These are to ascertain their social status as the middle class. (Please refer to Appendix 
I for family background and particulars). The class demarcation is rather a lax one, 
but so long as it served the purpose of proving the affluence of the family, a detailed 
categorization is not necessary. Interviews are unstructured but focused on a list of 
topics relevant to the research purpose. (Please refer to Appendix II for details of 
interview outline.) Probing technique is utilized to elicit all possible information 
relevant for analysis. 
The whole research process lasted for about one and a half years and could be 
divided into three phases. 
1.3.2 Phase I: Topic formulation and pilot studies 
The initial stage of the research was the formulation of a researchable topic 
under the area of interest. The researcher has a rather clear and distinct interest in 
exploring how a family could be affected by 1997，yet was unable to decide which 
dimension of the family was to be focused. One reason is the variety of interest area. 
Should the writer concentrate on conjugal relation, inter-generational relation, kin 
relation, or a combination of these? All these are worth exploring but was impossible 
to include all. Focusing on any one particular aspect is also risky as it is highly 
possible that the research would end up with nothing striking and impressive. Family 
research is hard in a sense that people may not be willing to reveal information that 
intrude into their private life. The research will not be able to have any breakthrough 
should people fail to yield genuine and sincere answer in the area of study. 
16 The criteria of being the middle class in this research is as follows: (i) private housing; (ii) 
household income exceed $30000; (iii) skilled worker; 
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To combat with the mentioned difficulty，the writer has decided to formulate 
the concrete and feasible research problem through field work experiences. The eight 
pilot tests have served such purpose where the writer has decided to focus on middle 
class, conjugal relation and kin networking. From the pilot test, which was launched 
in early January 1992, the writer was reassured that the middle class has more to 
explore in this aspect and they were more willing to disclose familial affairs as they 
were comparatively more open minded. Inter-generational exploration was also 
excluded as a meaningfiil and insightful result was unlikely since families still have 
small children. 
In a nutshell, increasing field experience helps formulate problems and the 
formulation of problems lead to seek new and relevant information. Thus, there is a 
constant refinement of both the technique and foci in the initial stage. An interview 
outline was drafted for future formal interviews after the end of the pilot test. 
1.3.3 Phase n： Field work 
Finding of families 
The finding of families was not an easy task. From the pilot test, it was 
learnthat the best was to interview people that the interviewer was not familiar with. 
People would feel free to reveal their family planning and affairs to a third person who 
was believed to be impartial and have nothing to do with the interviewee in the future. 
A close relation with the interviewees was more a hindrance to a successful interview 
in the present research. As such, personal network helped in a sense of referral. 
After the drafting of an interview outline, friends of the researcher were asked to refer 
suitable families and those interviewed were also asked to help as they were familiar 
with what the interview would be liked, thus were in a better position to persuade 
others to participate. Finally, with the help of 15 friends, 22 families were referred 
with two unsuccessfiil case. Usually, the researcher would contact the potential 
interviewees by phone after the initial transferral, explain the research topic, content, 
style, and duration of the interview, hoping to gain the consent of the potential 
interviewees. Most of them were very helpful and cooperative despite initial anxiety 
about the sensitive content There were however two unsuccessful cases where the 
respondents were unwilling to participate after the first contact. Both of them 
rejected politely. One was being very careful of disclosing information, fearing that 
this would disrupt his emigration application, while the other was just unwilling to be 
interviewed after knowing the content. 
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Certain restrictions have been placed on the types of family studied. The 
criteria are lax in nature so long as they serve the purpose of proving the affluence of 
the families. The followings are the criteria to be met: 
(i) accommodating in private hous ing 17 
(ii) non manual worker (white collar worker) 
(iii) household monthly income exceed $ 30,000^ 
The age range of interviewees was wide, yet majority was in their middle age. 
The reason for this is to provide samples with different family development so as to 
see how families of different life cycle would differ. 
The home interviews 
The period of data collection started in mid June and ended in mid October 
1992. Twenty pair of couples were finalized to be the sample of the present research. 
They were requested to be interviewed separately, yet some of them would prefer to 
have the interview with the presence of the spouse. With respect to the preference of 
the interviewees, the researcher launched their interviews together with one 
answering after the other. In sum, the researcher tried to adjust the style and form of 
the interview in response to the request and preference of the respondents. 
Most of the interviews were launched at the interviewees' home at night after 
work or during weekend. Two families however found it more convenient to have 
the interview in the office when another two couples in a restaurant. 
Field techniques 
The interviews were in-depth and would last for an hour or more for each 
person. Each interview began with a few minutes of casual conversation followed by 
direct discussion of topics on the interviewing outline, followed by more casual 
conversation at the end. The outline was used as a general guideline but the order of 
17 There were two families that resided in government quarter. 
18 There was two family who did not fiilfil such criteria. For family G，the couples have 
already retired. Their household income before retirement far exceed the required level. As 
for family N, the husband has stopped working and has registered as a full time student in 
these three years. 
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topics and the form of questioning were left to the discretion of the researcher, with a 
view to gear towards to the uniqueness of each family. Not all questions in the 
schedule were asked. There were more concentration on certain topics for some 
families but not the other since each family has their distinctiveness. 
A copy of the interviewing schedule is provided in Appendix II. Questions 
were categorized into six main sections. The interview began with respondents' 
perception of 1997 and their emigration possibility. The crux was to explore their 
extent of confidence in Hong Kong and the extent to which they concerned about or 
being disturbed by the matter. The second and the third part dealt with the coping 
strategies of the respondents from the economic and children's aspect. The aim was 
to tab whether special arrangement and preparation were made in response to their 
hopes and fear of the sovereign question. The fourth section concentrate on how 
respondents mobilize their kin and social (or even public) resources to work for their 
planning and preparation. This was to facilitate further analysis of whether kin 
networking resembled the conventional practice in this transitional Hong Kong. The 
fifth section went into the internal dynamics of how the households resolve 
discrepancies over the issue. Their process of reaching a common decision was elicit 
and their relational term was also addressed. The last section covered questions on 
the attitudinal level where values over family, relatives, marriage, child-rearing were 
asked. 
The whole interviewing section was tape recorded to permit more complete 
and accurate transcription of the interview materials. Respondents were told and 
explained in advanced about such arrangement. Majority were very cooperative 
despite certain uneasiness. The researcher tried to avoid the interruptive effect by 
putting the tape recorder away from sight. There was however one female 
respondents who refused to be recorded thus the researcher tried her very best to take 
notes for that section. The reasons for using the tape recorder is due to the necessity 
to assemble the widest possible range of data to facilitate future analysis. Moreover, 
by eliminating the need to take notes, the researcher could be more concentrated and 
involved with the interview situation so as to yield better results, With more 
observation of the non verbal nuances, understanding of the content could be more in-
depth. 
The probing technique was used during the interview, trying to elicit as much 
information as possible. Very often, respondents were rather passive in answering 
question in the beginning of the interview. They provided merely short answers 
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without much elaboration. The researcher would have to dig into the area by asking 
different follow up questions, hoping to stimulate further responses. Moreover, when 
the questions asked were sensitive, respondents tried to divert the topic to other 
areas. Usually, the researcher has tried to post the question in another way when 
situation proved suitable again. 
1.3.4 Phase HI: Analysis and write up 
A detailed transcription followed every interview. This would enable a 
constant refinement and betterment of the next coming interview. Any deficiency can 
be detected immediately, thus avoids repetition. In fact, by going through the 
interviews immediately, new problematics or insights could be gained thus make the 
next interview more comprehensive and fruitful. 
The analysis of preliminary results also went together with the interview. 
Follow up phone interviews were launched in case of any information inadequacy. 
The whole research ended when the write up process of the report was finished. 
The following chapter address the question of the research problem by first 
tackling the perception of respondents to the 1997 issue. 
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CHAPTER TWO 
RESPONDENTS1 PERCEPTION OF 1997 
"1997? What's the great deal about it? I see no reason why I should be afraid. It is 
very natural and under my expectation that the Republic of China would take over 
the sovereignty of Hong Kong again. Would you expect the British Government to 
continue her rule and remind us of the humiliating unequal treaties during the 
War? I have nothing to fear and nothing to* prepare for this transitional period. I 




The captioned response gathered from the pilot studies during my exploratory 
stage of the research seemed to have deviate from what I expected. Has the 1997 
issue not been the shadow of the people of Hong Kong? Are they not looking for 
every possible way out thus are greatly affected? Does it imply that my research 
hypothesis not reflecting the reality? The answer is a negation. The initial 
discrepancy in the hypothetical and actual findings has alerted me to the importance of 
"respondents' perception" in the 1997 issue rather than deterring me to continue the 
study. In fact, I have came across pilot cases that toe the same line of my thinking: 
"1997? I think this could be termed as the greatest nightmare of most people in 
Hong Kong. Everyone is awaiting for what would happen when the time comes!" 
-pilot respondent B-
Such contradiction in the pilot responses has alerted me to the importance of 
"respondents' perception". As mentioned in Chapter one, the presupposes of family 
stress studies is the identification of a stressor event. The word identification implies 
that some family may not view the event as stressful while some do. Family could 
differ in outlook in seeing like changes and transition. The perception and attitude of 
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respondents towards the whole issue would be of critical significance in affecting the 
responses. 1997 would not mean the same to everyone. It may be a threat to one 
person but an opportunity to the other. 1997 is something about the future thus give 
rise to uncertainty and diversity that leaves room for diverging interpretation and 
opinion. The effect of 1997 is not intrinsic in itself but depends on how the 
respondents define and make sense of the issue. A self-perception method is essential 
when trying to elicit the "definition variable" in this stress studies. Efforts in 
understanding the conceptualization and perception of respondents should precede 
and facilitate analysis of its impact. Different understanding and belief would give rise 
to different reactive actions and impacts. That explains the deviation from what I 
expected from the pilot test. The importance of subjective appraisal is ascertained 
where no pre-definition of the meaning of 1997 would be given. A self-
conceptualization method would be used in the research where respondents were 
asked to describe their hopes and fear towards 1997. 
The finding is somewhat diversify since a collective intuition is impossible. 
Generally speaking, responses could be categorized into two broad and distinctive 
groups: those holding positive views and those holding negative views on the future. 
Almost all my respondents revealed an uneasy attitude with the exception of one 
respondent. He is very confident that the future would be a satisfying one. 1 
However, when we look closer into the findings, such dichotomous 
categorization would not really reflect the actual feelings of the Hong Kong people. 
Even if the majority revealed their anxious sentiment towards the future, their 
intensity and focus are very much different. Other than the minor diversity, a general 
pattern of perception is plausible. The general perception is that an "uneasy" feeling 
is admitted but behind such "uneasiness" lies a variation of sentimental and cognitive 
beliefs. Some are "worried but hopeful"; "worried but impotent", while some are 
really "frightened and desperate". The sense of doubtfulness is omnipresent since 
there is no guarantee on a satisfying future. The question then goes to whether they 
uphold a relatively optimistic or pessimistic belief as well as what sort of reactive 
approach they bear. For those who are optimistic, they tend to believe in an 
increasingly "open and democratic" Communist China. They are anxious but the 
fiiture is not as murky due to the possible improvement of Communist China. For 
the other group, the sense of pessimism originates from the distrust of the existing 
Chinese authority. Very often, the sense of distrust among the respondents is due to . 
iThe exceptional case and other opinions that deviate from the majority view will be discussed in 
the last section if the chapter. 
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negative personal or ancestral experience with Communist rule. Some respondents 
were from the Mainland and has experienced the hardship and fluctuation of 
Communist rule. It is somewhat hard for them to reshuffle their deep rooted 
impression. They just do not want to repeat these negative experiences again. They 
are not in a position to uphold a believe of a better China. So, we could say that the 
perception of Hong Kong's fiiture is closely aligned with the apprehension of China's 
political and economic development. 
2.2 VARIATIONS AMONG RESPONDENTS, PERCEPTION 
The sentimental and cognition aspects towards an issue can be viewed as the 
major component of "perception" . Perception is a belief or opinion that one have as a 
result of realizing or noticing something (cognition), as well as the awareness of 
things that you have by means of one's senses (sentiment).2 With such conception in 
mind, perception is a result of both objective and subjective factor where cognition 
and feelings together would outline the final perception resulted. 
The prevalent perception is a lack of complete or sufficientgonfiienc^ in the 
fixture of Hong Kong. However, if we are to give a detailed account and analysis of 
the^cffiMTeelingsTthe variance under such general pattern should be examined. As 
shown in the following, there are three groups of variation found among the 
respondents. 
2.2.1 "Worried but hopeful" 
It is encouraging to find certain affirmative elements among respondents in 
this critical period. A transition of sovereignty J o a country of a different, if not 
threatening political system would certainly( create anxiety apd uneasiness} The sense 
of insecurity is then understandable and under expectation. In fact, it is a common 
place to find majority of people beinglseeptical towards the future. Fortunately, the 
Y ~ ‘— ——-— — - ‘ 
majority seems to believe in a promising future of Communist China. In a word, there 
is faith of good intention. ^ ^ . ^ 
2 The meaning of perception is extracted from the Collins Cobuild English Language Dictionary, 
(Collins Publishers, The University of Birmingham, 1987. 
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"I am pretty s碑e that China will continue to be more open，though not necessarily 
onth^ political system. Besides, with the mutual influence working on between 
Hong Kong and China, it is impossible for her to go back to the closed society and 
remains manipulative as in the past. She will continue to change bit by bit，but I 
am not sure whether Hong Kong people would accept and feel satisfied with the 
nature and pace of change. I think life should not be too difficult since the change 
would be in a positive direction." 
, • - Mrs L -
"I won't expect anything very bad to happen. The general trend in China is the 
open door policy and continuous improvement, despite some fluctuations at times. 
It is difficult to avoid her interference into Hong Kong's policy since she is our 
sovereign state. Her interference is somewhat acceptable. I do feel a bit awkward 
when she exert her influence or even control，there is nothing I could do，so I 
would simply accept it. Nevertheless, Hong Kong is very important to China, she 
needs our financial support. I think there would be compromises, provided that we 
do not intrude into her political arena." 
-Mrl-
"China will continue to open up and gradually accept more political openness， 
democracy and freedom. When the old leaders step down, the younger ones would 
be more open to new ideas thus improving the situation." 
-Mr S-
"China is now improving and is practising market economy. It is impossible to go 
back. In addition, her objective is on economic growth and wealth accumulation, 
thus the actual ideal and concept of communism could no longer survive. The 
prevailing value has already deviated from the past." 
-Mr J-
"I do have a baseline considering whether I should stay or not. But now China is 
opening up and improving thus is gradually deviating from my baseline." 
-Mrs N-
From the above transcription, we could see that the hopeful attitude is 
originated from the believe that Communist China is gradually developing towards a 
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level that is acceptable to the standard of Hong Kong people. However, for some 
respondents, the optimistic attitude may not be caused solely by such positive 
anticipation of China's development. They remain hopeful since they believe in the 
value of Hong Kong to China, particularly on the economicwise. 
"Communist China is also becoming increasingly concerned about material 
enjoyment and would not disrupt the living standard of Hong Kong. This would 
do them no good in her economic development." 
-Mrs L -
"From both instrumental and commercial point of view, China won't disrupt a 
place that would make money for her! She won't rock the boat that would provide 
promising returns for her. Only that our style of living and freedom may not be the 
same again, but the restriction would not be too great since they are also subject to 
international pressure and inspection." 
-Mrs O -
"China would be careful and watch out for Hong Kong prosperity, the money value 
of Hong Kong is ultimate concern. " 
-MrsR-
The confident crisis does exist, yet accompanied with a positive projection 
over the future. Without such projection, the severity of our brain drain problem 
would certainly exceed the existing level. However, it should be noted that almost no 
interviewee (with the exception of two3) would perceive 1997 as an opportunity in 
first impression. They might have positive attitude but was limited to the belief that 
"Hong Kong would not turn too bad" rather than "Hong Kong would have a bright 
future". Between the two exceptional cases, one is a bit worried but believes that the 
date might imply certain opportunity for personal breakthrough, while the other is 
rather confident in the maintenance of Hong Kong's well being. 
. • • 贈 - f � 
2.2.2 "Worried but impotent" 
It is common that a strong sense of helplessness is found among respondents. 
A hopeful discernment is not present, (or is just too insufficient for mentioning) but 
3 Please mind that those who perceived 1997 as an opportunity is different from those who feel 
confident on 1997. The preceding section has identified one respondent who exceptionally is very 
confident on the future. Whereas in this part, two respondents viewed 1997 as an opportunity 
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feeling of powerless and impotence on the issue. They revealed a sense of incapability 
to be masters of their own future and are subject to "fate". As they could do nothing, 
they have to accept what awaits for them. Such passivity, however is usually closely 
affiliated with the belief in one's ability to "survive", Hong Kong people are very 
flexible and could adapt to any environment provided that the situation does not 
exceed their zone of acceptance. They do not have confidence in either Communist 
China or the betterment of Hong Kong's future but on themselves! Their confidence 
arise from the fact that they are adaptive thus adversity should not be too frightening 
for them. 
"I am not really afraid of 97, not because I have confidence in Hong Kong, but I 
have confidence in myself." 
-MrsC-
"I would expect a situation like Singapore, very autocratic and parenting. Not 
much change in living style and consumption pattern, but may have to be more 
careful in expressing one's opinion publicly. There may also be some confinement 
in the freedom we are now enjoying. Of course I would expect to enjoy such 
freedom and would feel the threat concerning their eruption, however, it may not 
be practical to expect these in reality. Communist China is Communist China, we 
have to accept and adapt to these changes. It may be awkward and undesirable, but 
would not be very annoyed and depressed. I would feel a bit uneasy and unhappy 
since I have to undergone changes from such a free and loose control society to a 
different one, I will still accept it as a whole." 
-Mrs L -
"I am a highly adaptable person and could live in any environment. There is no 
problem of whether the future is promising or not，provided that I cab secured a job 
and earn a living . The question may be that what I gain may not be equivalent to 
what I expect, and the opportunity for personal development may be restricted. 




"I think what I can do is to adapt myself to the existing environment. If the 
economy is not good，I will have to lower my living standard expectation and 
material enjoyment. A grown up person should be flexible enough to stand 
fluctuations. It is only a question of whether the whole system is still a desirable, 
or bearable environment to reside. And I don't think that the situation will be so 
worse that I can no longer endure." 
- M r H -
There is no doubt that Hong Kong people is very flexible. The majority are 
prepared for a worse environment when compared with the status quo. They do not 
mind a decline in living standard and the economic well, being since they can just 
lower their expectation. In response to the threat of 1997, material concern no longer 
ranks the top as it is something that could at least be under calculation. Most of the 
respondents have experienced the difficult time in the 40's, thus would have nothing 
to fear since they could at least figure out what would be like in the fiiture. With 
personal experience of the 40's, people in Hong Kong certainly know how to react 
even if the situation really turns out as worse as expected. Respondents found an 
initial step down in the economy acceptable and bearable since the shift of sovereignty 
will inevitably bring forth such deterioration. So long as China continues to be open 
for future improvement, the prospect should not be gloomy. The economic aspect is 
not the main consideration and doubts as China herself is now paying great effort to 
implement economic reform. The policy appears to be in line and compatible with 
people's expectation and desire for economic prosperity. Political and social stability 
then become the main determinants of the baseline of endurance. On the political 
perspective, people are less optimistic as it is not something that one can envisage and 
control. 
The yearning for political and social order has long been the normative 
orientation among Hong Kong people. 4 It would not be surprising to find that such 
area is where the main anxiety lies. The main fear stems from the possible political 
instability and fluctuation of the Peoples Republic of China (PRC), that similar effects 
may persist in Hong Kong. PRC is practising the rule of people instead of the rule of 
law which makes the question of faith in the system's credibility vital. Unfortunately, 
the PRC is famous for inconsistency and discontinuity on her policies and promises. 
This makes Hong Kong people strenuous and suspicious. Majority of respondents 
expressed similar views and the following extractions are typical of them. 
4 Please refer to S.K. Lau's concept of Utilitarian Familism in Society and Politics in Hong Kong, 
(HK: The Chinese University Press, 1984). 
19 
"It is always possible that my property would be gone overnight due to the 
fluctuation of the PRC. Any fluctuation of the PRC would have negative influence 
to Hong Kong. In theory, the open door policy can not suddenly be changed to a 
close door policy but we can not rule out such a possibility. The economic policy is 
closely associated with the political development. My view is to have a positive 
anticipation on the future economy but accompanied with the possibility of 
negative fluctuations, particularly on the political side, 
-Mr J -
"I am not afraid of restrictions but worried that the PRC would not specify what we 
could and should do from what we couldn't and shouldn't. You know how they 
fluctuate! What am I supposed to do if she permits certain things today but 
crucifies me tomorrow?" 
-Mr E -
As political and social situation become the fundamental concern of 
respondents, the baseline to deciding whether Hong Kong is still a desirable place to 
reside depends on the political stability of both China and Hong Kong. Contrasting 
with the conventional feature of Hong Kong people, the material aspect (i.e., the 
economic capability of HK) is comparatively less vital now as a determining factor. 
People accept more on an undesirable economic rather than on political and social 
instability. They are not prepare to bear the risk of political and societal turmoil as 
"anything worst" could happen for Communist China. As a result of such negative 
connotation, all sort of worst consideration become their baseline and criteria of 
assessing whether situation is tolerable. 
"...except they shoot again!" 
-Mr F -
"•. .when have personal attack and safety threats for my family！“ 
-Mrs O -
"...when the Government lost control of the society!" 
-Mr J-




". .when corruption, personal ties，relation，people's rule start hindering the normal 
functioning of our society." 
-Mrs G-
"...better not to have any power struggle up there! Who cares who is on power, 
provided that their power transfer would not lead to turmoil and alteration of policy 
over Hong Kong!" 
- M r H -
"...if she (PRC) does not control the influx of people from the mainland, our society 
would be drastically disturbed...“ 
- M r G -
From the above expression, we could locate respondents' hopes and fear as 
well as their limit of acceptance. They account for the majority opinion, yet there are 
respondents who are comparatively more optimistic in PRC political future They do 
not think that the dark period as in the Cultural Revolution, would repeat itself. To 
them, any devastating political turmoil would be unlikely. The worry would be on 
system operation, that is whether a normal, conventional and predictable system still 
persist, without any incorporation of deficiencies that is typical of the mainland. 
"China would not go back to the extreme left. Ideology would not really give rise 
to the breakdown of China again as if the Cultural Revolution； In fact, I hate all 
the possible deficiency and corruption resulted from the political system." 
-Mrs L -
"I am not worried about ideology hardliner, rather, it is a question of whether the 
system under communist rule would be alright. This is my foremost consideration 
whether Hong Kong is still acceptable. If the system makes me feel helpless, I will 
leave." 
-MrS-
"It is a question of whether I would accept the rules of the game here. I would like 
to reside in a place that have a set of binding rules. If this is no longer available, I 
will leave and find a place where the rule of the game is acceptable to me. " 
-Mr J -
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In saying that this group of people is impotent but not necessarily fatalistic. 
They are ready and willing to accept "bearable changes" (since Hong Kong is their 
first preference of residency) but not in unconditional terms. The awareness of having 
a baseline of endurance proved that they are far from a total passive position. Such 
perception and mentality might sooth their trepidation but seems insufficient to 
preclude them from paving safety measures for emergency exit. People are ready to 
accept and endure adversity thus reinforce their preference to stay behind but due to 
their capability of resources, coping measures would still be planned. This helps to 
explain why some respondents falling in this category would still have strategies in 
preparation for 1997; there will not just wait and watch, they will still do something 
to the best of their ability, only that their mentality is geared more towards 
compromise and concession than the other groups! 
2.2.3 "Frightened and desperate" 
Despite the variations of belief in the captioned "worried" categories, one 
common thing between them is their serenity towards the issue as compared with this 
last group. The above groups are able to maintain a calm state of mind by upholding 
either an pptimistic or compromising attitude despite their anxiety. On the contrary, 
there are pessimistic respondents towards future stability and prosperity. In their 
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opinion, the fear of PRC's irrationality far outweighs otHer beKefe:|na faith. There is 
a strong distrust underneath thus they are rather determined to do something about 
their future. Very often，they are the ones who are about to emigrate or have already 
landed in a foreign country among our subjects. 
"There is no way that I would believe in them. I could still recall how they 
changed their policy at will when I was young. I have experienced the 
infringement of our freedom of movement. My mother was separated with her 
family due to their fluctuation and failure to keep their promise of letting her whole 
family come to Hong Kong!" 
-MrsG-
"My relatives had experienced the era of Communist rule and their power struggle. 
They had suffered from their prosecution and execution. Communist just 
frightened me. I won't care what is written in the Sino-British Declaration nor the 
Basic Law, so long as Hong Kong is to be ruled by a communist sovereign, I will 





"... you could never see through Communist China!…" 
-MrsG-
、‘ \J 
"...the Government there would do any thing they like... 
-Mrs K -
The illustrations clearly showed that the negative connotation over 
Communist China is usually backed by personal or ancestral experienced. Fpr^thpse 
who have never experienced Communist rule^ Jhey may still havejthe illusion of a 
promising improvement. W_hereas,for those who have actually^suffered in the past, it 
is harJfbrjhem to erase their^hreatening memories and continue to remain faithful to 
the coming authority. 
There is also a clear gender difference in the perception towards 1997. A 
large portion of those who expressed a pessimistic and frightening conception is from 
the female respondents. Relatively speaking，the male side is having a more positive 
attitude and is more prepared for risk involved. The reason behind the difference may 
be a result of relative rationality. Male respondents are less sentimental and would 
consider things more from the objective side. Their judgement focus on the actual 
development and improvement of the mainland. They tend to apply a long term view 
instead of just looking at present state. Very often, due to the association with the 
mainland through their work, they have a better understanding of the potential of 
China thus a positive projection is reinforced. The female respondents on the other 
hand have a strong inertia and were more inclined to their existing well being. They 
are emotionally more disturbed by the 89-Massacre thus would be more determined to 
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preserve what they already have by doing somethmglof preparation. 
"I believe that women are more emotional. I am easily disturb by the action and 
speeches of Communist leaders. I feel annoyed thus would trigger my desire to 
leave. But when I was calm down and return to the objective mind，I prefer staying 
especially when I weight the pros and cons!" 
-Mrs N -
Nonetheless, female respondents are usually in a dilemma. They are not 
necessarily the one who are determined to leave. In fact, they also expressed the 
unwillingness to start all over again abroad after considering the pros and cons of 
emigration. From the psychological perspective, they are more distressed and 
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irritated; but when it comes to reality, they are less adaptive to changes and less 
willing to beak risks. 
"I was born in the Mainland and could still recall the life up-there. I don't really 
want to go back again! Initially, my desire to leave was much stronger than my 
husband. It was in fact my determination to apply for a foreign passport, but after 
exploring the actual situation and environment in Seattle, my determination of 
leaving is somewhat weakened; icy weather, language barrier, isolated with kins 
and friends etc all deter me. May be Hong Kong will remain the same if not 
better." 
-Mrs E -
"I am very frightened when I think that I would be under communist rule in a few 
years time. My preference in heart is to leave but the issue is not so simple. It is a 
matter of where we could live better and whether we could disregard our relatives 
and establishment here. After the cost benefit analysis，Hong Kong seems to be 
the best place since we have career, money, relatives and foundations here. These 
may not be available abroad thus would make our life arduous there. ” 
-Mrs K - ？ 、 Y 一 “ vr 
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People of this group tend to involve themselves in active preparation so as to 
prevent themselves against the anticipated threats. Emigration application seems a 
must for them for security purpose yet whether they would 专 is a Jiestion 
in the fixture when situation proves pressing. 
Aside from the effect of gender and personal experiences, there are two other 
factors that constitute in influencing, or even shaping respondents' perception. They 
are the occupation and social status of respondents. 
Generally speaking, those working in the commercial field are comparatively 
more sceptical about future's well being. This is understandable as the vitality of 
commercial dealings and operation stress very much on credibility and openness. 
Unfortunately, these qualities are somewhat absence in Communist China, or that 
much improvement have to be made in order to make situation acceptable. What is 
more, respondents in this sector have a greater opportunity to involve in actual 
transaction and dealings with China. These valuable experiences certainly would have 
a great impact on shaping their projection of future Hong Kong. Should they come 
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across corruption and system deficiency, their perception would inevitably be gloomy 
and distrust in nature. 
Surprising, civil servants are not as scaring as expected. They tend to 
maintain an impotent attitude. To them, situation looks similar inspite of the change 
in "boss". They choose to believe that the whole operation of the government would 
not and could not deviate much from existing state. So long as they work 
accordingly, they do not think that situation would turn out to be unbearable. 
Another respondent that works in the Immigration Department further 
illustrates the effect of work on perception. Being expose to immigrants and 
emigrants, and the easy access of relevant information, the respondent was constantly 
triggered to consider and reconsider the sovereign question and their familial plans 
and future. 
As for the class factor, respondents are mostly the new middle class as 
described in Chapter one. Such social origin or background could help us to explain 
why some people are "hopeful" or "impotent". Respondents are educated and are 
assumed to be more objective and long sighted in analyzing events. They are in a 
better position to understand contemporary China and are following better with her 
development. As such, a position anticipation and projection is made possible. On 
the other hand, people is impotent as they are rather marginal in talking about 
emigration. Dislike their counterparts in the upper class, their position of leaving is 
less favourable (this point will be discussed in greater details in later chapters), thus 
the most they could do is to accept, hope for the best prepare for the worst. 
In sum, respondents' perception looks similar yet variations is witnessed, no 
matter how trivial they might be. As a result, categorization of respondents into 
groups proves necessary should one wants to yield accurate analysis. In addition, 
respondents' personal background, gender and occupation all constitute to the 
formation of the perception of respondents. 
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2.3 FLUCTUATIONS IN THE GENERAL PERCEPTIONS 
Anything that deals with psychological feeling is vacillate in nature thus the 
perception categorized above would not be absolute. Projections about the fiature is 
not something black nor white but involves continual fluctuations and reassessment of 
perception‘ The message that I would like to convey is that the groupings under the 
general perception are not mutually exclusive. Respondents belonging to one group 
initially would not remain stagnant but may shift from one to another as time goes by 
since perception would change in response to one's environment and development. 
"I don't think I could give you a definite answer of whether I am worried, hopefiil, 
frightened or not. I view this as a process instead. My opinion would fluctuate. 
Overall speaking’ I am a bit worried but not to the extent that I would like to leave. 
I would keep track with what is going on to update my knowledge and opinion 
about the situation. We have witnessed a lot of changes these years since 1984; 
opinions towards China, development of China, and attitude towards 97 etc, thus 
the process would have no answer till 97 really comes." 
-Mrs L -
"The focus and feelings of concentration are different at times. The experience of 
others and the influence of the mass media have great impacts on my perception of 
the future. In fact, I have undergone few stages of impression.... before Sino-
British Talks.“，...during 89 Massacre...，now..." 
-Mr J -
"People are fluctuating concerning their views and perception towards the future. I 
also fluctuate，very much affected by the development of current affairs. 
Perception always changes, sometimes optimistic and sometime pessimistic." 
-MrM -
"The closer we are approaching 97, the more doubtful and worried I will be!" 
-Mrs A -
Perception in itself is a dynamic process. Similarly, the action that follows 
may not always be the same. As a result, people has became very conscious and 
cautious in every step they take for the future. They are reactive and sensitive to 
societal environment and would make incremental reactions. Their carefiil attitude is 
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to prevent any possible loses or regrets that may arise from "misjudgment". The 
mentality is to minimize mistakes in judgement and reactive actions since they may 
not be able to afford that. A strong wait-and- see mentality is prevailing where 
people take one step at a time after conscientious consideration. 
2.4 NON CONVENTIONAL CASES 
All the description and analysis above illustrate thie commonly expressed 
attitude of respondents. This however do not apply to all of those interviewed. It 
may be worthwhile to take a brief note to cases that differ from the general pattern 
thus provide a complete picture of the research findings. 
The two main areas of anomaly which I would like to give remarks are the 
question of perception and the baseline towards the future. 
Concerning the conceptualization of the 1997 issue, the majority is being 
anxious and doubtful of future's well being. There is, however, one respondents that 
expressed fixll confidence without any worry. 
"1997 is no big deal to me. In fact，the sooner it comes, the better，since the 
conspiracy and worry among Hong Kong people could then be released. In 
addition, from the nationality point of view, 1997 could give us national identity 
which I think would be good for Hong Kong people." 
1997 in fact has nothing to fear about, only that people are having a negative 
connotation over Communist China due to her past political upheavals. Yet， 
something bad in the past does not mean that it will remain bad; where countries 
being good now does not mean they will be prosperous forever. Everything about 
the future has the possibility of being bad or good, thus should we view 97 as 
something about the future, we should have nothing to worry. Why worry about 
the future? Why worry about 97? 
There is no fluctuation in such confidence. In fact, my confidence is increasing 
during this transitional period. At the very beginning during the Joint Declaration 
and Basic Law drafting，things are blurred and uncleared. Now that the content 
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and substance are settled, opened and published, there is no more to doubt. 
Accompanied with the open door policy of China and the international trend of 
democracy, my confidence for a stable future is enhanced. 
- M r P -
As mentioned in the preceding section, political consideration is more vital 
than economic one in determining one's zone of acceptance. Several respondents, 
mostly male however expressed a great concern on career opportunity and prospect. 
The central criteria of their baseline depends heavily on the career aspect. 
"...what worries me most is something very pragmatic..I am concerned whether I 
could continue to earn a living and maintain a satisfying life...who is going to be 
our�boss'，I don't really care, I am just a small potato in the society thus won't 
attract China's attention..." 
' - M r s D -
"...if there is no prospect and career promotion, eg when I can no longer stand the 
operation and management style of corporations in Hong Kong... when they adopt 
the Chinese style...I would then consider leaving..." 
-MrO-
"…I may leave when I am unhappy or not satisfied with my work. This would be 
my first priority, I would not hesitate to find a place that will provide me with the 
best working opportunity and prospect..." 
- M r P -
For these interviewees, the ultimate concern will not be the political 
environment, but the opportunity of maintaining a promising channel for career 
development and money earning. They urge for an environment that guarantee their 
‘ economic well being. Of course they realize the close association between political 
and economic development, thus will not really neglect the political side. They also 
prefer political stability，only that the rationale behind is to support their economic 
aspiration. 
These two cases are the ones that hold quite a diverging view from what the 
general tendency appears in the research. It however should be noted that these are 
merely different cases, not really deviate ones. The writer is careful enough not to 
term them deviate, or even exceptional due to the fact that they might also be typical 
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representative of a particular group in Hong Kong. The fact that they are the 
minority in existing sample does not really imply that they are also "deviate" among 
the population. 
2.5 RECAPITULATION 
To sum up what I have said in the chapter, 1997 is far from just a fact about 
the future. There is no doubt that it would be a salient factor or even a "shadow" in 
people's mind. 1997 could in fact be termed as a "stressor" for Hong Kong family 
since "a stressor is a life event or transition impacting upon the family unit which 
produces, or has the potential of producing, change in the family social system. This 
change may be in various areas of family life such as its boundaries, goals, patterns of 
interaction, roles or values. "5 The stress may not be physiological but psychological, 
or both. What is more, it is also continuous in nature, thus the impact will be a 
prolong and gradual one. The onset and the severity of the problem emerge and 
heighten gradually. ‘ 
The essence of existing stress is a question of confidence. The future of Hong 
Kong is not merely a matter of political and economic reality. It is also a matter of a 
collective social definition of reality or public opinion about what will happen in the 
uncertain future. Such collective influence involves the mass media and social 
network of respondents. That means, what constitute the existing state of perception 
is a product of objective fact (the actual situation), self definition plus the influence 
from people around. One should try to understand the stress by both the social 
environment and the definitional processes. In fact, subjectivity seems to be rather 
predominate over objective fact in this issue. 
Aside from ascertaining the nature of "the 1997 stressor", the contribution of 
the findings lies in its fine categorization of peoples' perception. The conventional 
understanding of peoples' anxiety failed to give a detailed account of their difference 
in sentimental and cognitive believe behind the general anxiety. The careful 
demarcation in this chapter certainty is fruitfiil. 
5 Please see McCubbin & Patterson's Double ABCX Model of Adjustment and Adaptation in 
Social Stress and the Family. (NY: The Haworth Press，1983)，chapter 1. 
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Hong Kong people are reactive to both the existing and anticipated 
environments. They would not be mere recipients of their hopes and fears but would 
make efforts to plan for the ftiture and prepare for the worst. The detail account of 
how people make sense of 1997 right now would certainly shed light in understanding 
and analyzing their coping strategies since what they will do is very much affected by 
how they perceive their future, As such, the perception of the future may have a 
triggering effect on familial action which I would like to examine in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER THREE 
COPING STRATEGIES OF RESPONDENTS 
"It is very common that we will try to do something to react for our age group. If 
we have the resources, we will try to find ways to back up our fiiture. That is, to 
measure and weight the opportunities we have and try to find out the best way to 
react so as to protect ourselves." 
-Mrs M -
3.1 FORWARD 
The opinion expressed is a common defense mechanism among Hong Kong 
people in the transitional period. 1997，being either a physiological or psychological 
stressor stimulates certain desires to protect and prepare oneself for the future. 
"Coping" in fact is fundamental in contributing to familial changes, if any. 1997 in 
itself will not give rise to alteration in the conventional kind of familism, but the 
"coping" in response to it will. As such, understanding how respondents react to 
their anticipated future would be the pre-requisite for analyzing any possible changes 
in the family. 
To give a comprehensive analysis of coping strategies, it is usefiil to 
distinguish three basic sets of coping variables, namely styles, resources and efforts.1 
Coping styles deal with the mentality and attitude of people in approaching problems. 
For example, do the people tend to avoid the question or to face it? To be active or 
passive? The significance of understanding the coping styles is obvious for this has a 
direct effect on the type of action that one will be taking. 
Coping efforts refer to the specific and concrete action (covert or overt) taken 
in specific situations, which are intended to reduce the harm or stress of a given 
problem. The difference in attitude and mentality towards a problem would definitely 
create differences in the actual responses towards the stimulation. Nevertheless, 
1 Please see "Individual Coping Efforts and Family Studies: Conceptual and Methodological 
Issues" in Social Stress and the Family, by Elizabeth G.Menaghan for the conceptualization of the 
three coping variables. 
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things are far from such simple. Aside from the effects of coping styles, coping 
efforts are also determined by the capacity and ability of the actor. The availability of 
resources limits the possible action that can be taken. Resources are the skills which 
are considered as advantageous in handling stress. They include interpersonal and 
intellectual skills. Interpersonal skills usually means communication competence 
while intellectual skills are the cognitive flexibility and analytic ability in coping.2 In 
my research for 1997, interpersonal resources refers to the availability of network for 
rallying help while intellectual resources are the personal ability (including occupation 
and financial background) of respondents to work for what they preferred. 
The coping strategies of respondents are the product of interaction among the 
three variables. From the interviews, it was found that tactics taken revolve around a 
few typical types. Families are not having any unique or distinctive strategies. 
Majority speaking, the domain of concern centered on fiiture residency, plans for off 
spring and financial preparation. Other preparational aspects outside the three areas 
is rather trivial and would not be included in the present research for exploration. The 
following section elucidates the average pattern of coping styles, efforts and resources 
found among respondents in the three areas of concern. 
3.2 GENERAL COPING STYLES. EFFORTS AND RESOURCES OF 
RESPONDENTS 
3.2.1 Residency 
For the 1997 issue, strategies in response would pre-dominately be a question 
of residency. The ultimate question is whether people will choose to stay in Hong — 
Kong or to emigrate abroad so as to avoid the possible risk they perceived. 
Therefore, the coping efforts mainly refers to the decision and planning on future 
residency. 
Majority speaking, the common coping mentality towards 1997 is to do 
something to safeguard their future instead of being mere£ecipients^ of fate. Till now, 
1997 seems to be something beyond the control of Hong Kong people, thus the 
essence of coping is to increase the extent of self control over their future and 
2 ibid, p. 114. 
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environment. The approach of problem solving gear towards the maximization of 
precaution with the minimization of cost. Efforts would be made so as to minimize 
risk and maximize opportunity of staying in Hong Kong. 
"…what I have done is for security purpose so that we do not have to worry about 
the well being of our life in the fiiture…so that our future and living environment 
would be under my own control and expectation... thus I would be more clear about 
my future and don't have to put my fate to the hands of other people.,." 
-Mr J -
With such a coping attitude in mind, respondents usually take watchfiil and 
incremental steps in their coping efforts. They try to prepare for the worst but are) 
less willing to make immediate sacrifices. They tend to seek ways where their \ 
existing well being could be maintained and preserved both at present and in t h e � 
future. How would this affect their strategies in residency then? For_some 
respondents, a second passport or the right of abode in—BlMio^^esuEedL whereas 
some are still in application. There are also some respondents who are trapped in the 
dileipma of whether they should take concrete action to aj3ply_ or not. No matter 
what their efforts are, it should be noted that these were merely for preparation. 
People are still indeterminated in the final decision since their ultimate preference is to 
stay despite their anxiety for the future. The main q u e 丝 i 巡 口 “ 
have already developed strong foundation and establishment here，thus are rather 
reluctant to give up what they have achieved. Moreover, they are not like some rich 
people who have their opportunities and betterment abroad guaranteed. The concern 
is not iust the standard of living alone, but the real p r o s p ^ t J T h e y may no long杯 u w � ( 
^ ' . —— — vy 、 ！ 少 、 . 人 ‘ 
haveYa chance to work j n their own specialtigg_jfeQA4—eithgr because of the dim 
prospect of being employed in comparable jobs^or because their qualifications are not 
recognized. This is particularly true for professionals or trained/skilled workers in 
where most of our respondents are. In sum, the anxiety of life and opportunity 
abroad may not be less when compared with future Hong Kong. It is highly possible 
that life abroad may even be worse thanjhose in fiiture Hong Kong. When guarantee 
from either side is absence, the indeterminate and unspecific nature of the coping 
efforts in the residency aspect is reinforced. , 
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"..life abroad is not good either; I may have to take 
low salary…if I fail to find a job, I would become very unproductjye…only that the 
quality of living may be bettered, say, fresh air..." 
-MrsH-
"...I don't want to work in a foreign country, it is hard to integrate into another 
culture..." 
-Mr A -
"…my wife would have to take all the professional examinations again...yet even if 
she is able to gain equivalent qualification, she may still have to take up 
unfavorable jobs due to the presence of racial discrimination,,," 
-MrR-
"...if I can, I would choose to continue my development in Hong Kongjather than 
to uproot myself to a foreign country and start all over again…to best develop 
oneself, it is better if one could develop in a place where one is brought up…" 
-MrS-
.at first, I am the one who urge for emigration, but after being there for a few 
times, my determination is reduced...icy cold w e a t l ^ j i o igj^Ygg^—^i麵ds， 
inconvenient transport，what is more, I couldn't even speak properly, how could I 
communicate?..." 
-Mrs E -
It is obvious that the pull factor abroad in is minimal where Hong Kong is still 
appealing for residency. Opportunities and the sense of belonging are available in 
Hong Kong and people are accustomed to jts^ living Jtyle. The attractiveness is 乂 
certainly on the side of Hong Kong rather than emigration. However，the "hidden"^) ^ 
push factor in Hong KoQg (confidence crisis of 1997) is not erasable and should not 
be undermined. As a result, what respondents would do is to get a "hinterland" 
abroad for emergency exit when situation goes beyond their baseline (mentioned in 
chapter two). This guarantee would either be in the form of a second passport or the 
right of abode offered by the British government. They usually wj l j continue to stay 
and enjoy their existing well being while watching closely for ^rther reactive action. 
A strong wait-and-see mentality is dominating while the strategy is to minimize risk 
from the safety valves first before seeking to maximize opportunity. 
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"Strategically speaking, my first step is to minimize my risk by applying for the 
right of abode^o that I could have emergent-exit. The next step would be to take 
the opportunity to strengthen my economic foundation and background here in 
Hong Kong." 
-Mr M - . 
Table 1 shows that nearly all respondents have paved way or have tried to 
secure an emergency exit in one way or another (with the exception of four families 
where no concrete action was taken). Some have already secured their second 
passport; some are in the process of getting theirs, while some are looking for 
opportunities in case of unfavorable political climate. 
Types of action ~ F a m i l y ~ ""“ 
and mentality A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T 
Right of British - - X X - X - - - X - X - - • " - - - - - ― 
abode of secured 
Foreign passport 一 一 X _ X _ X X X 一 一 一 一 X 一 一 一 一 
secured 
Right of British - - ^ - - - - - - - - - - X - X 一 一 — 一 
abode in application 
Foreign abode in 垂 _ 一 一 — 一 一 — 
application 
Awaiting for future - X - - - - - - - - - - X - X - X X - -
action ； 
No concrete action X ~ — — — — X — ~ ~ ~ " " X 
Leave before 1997 — _ X - _ X - - X - X - - > - - - - - - -
Emergency exit 一 — X X - X - — 一 X X X X - X _ _ — X — 
mentality 
Table 1 Types of family planning (action and mentality) 
X means that the families are having the types of action and mentality specified at the left hand . 
column. 
It is interesting to find that application for the right of abode or any second 
passport that have no landing requirement (eg Singapore) is more preferred among 
respondents. Such coping behavior is closely aligned with the coping mentality 
respondents are bearing. The two strategies are favored as preparational work and 
immediate cost are minimal. They could minimize sacrifices as well as the procedural 
work involved in the application of emigration. Convenience seems to be the top 
criteria rather than the attractiveness of the place. Of course everyone likes Canada 
and United State, but the cost and requirement far exceed their expectation and 
acquiescent. 
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"I will not apply for emigration since I will have to go abroad for two years while 
the economy abroad is not good. The most suitable strategy is obtain the right of ,""""..”.— 
abode while at the same time，I can choose to stay in Hong Kong as situation is still 
good and preferable." 
- M r s D -
"…before this opportunity, I haven't process any application for security since the 
cost is too high, now, I don't have to sacrifice anything, no need to land...I don't 
think I will do other things beside getting the right of abode …" 
-Mr F -
The fright initiated by the 1989 Massacre is also reducing. Respondents 
became increasingly reluctant and passive in taking real action. They are not keen on 
any application, but would try if opportunity is opened to them. Majority is merely 
"thinking about leaving" without any concrete or active action. 
"…we have no deliberate action, I just got the form but did not hand it in since 
there are too many people applying, my application will not be successfiil. 
Immediately after the massacre, I wanted to leave because I hate the Chinese 
authority, now, the hatred seems to have decreased, thus no more reason to leave." 
-MrN-
"I am rather passive instead of active in motivation. Only if I am offered the 
opportunity, I will think about emigrating, but definitely，I will not initiate on my 
own... my company once offered us for applying an American Visa...I was 
triggered to think about the issue since a guarantee may not be bad... it is just a 
psychological sense of security..." 
-MrQ-
"...I was offered the opportunity to apply for an American Visa by my company, 
yet, too clumsy in procedure and not really useful since I may not be with this 




Apart from the perception and the coping styles of respondents , the lack of 
motivation in taking concrete and determinate action in residency is also a result of 
resource availability. Coping resources is one critical variable in constituting the 
strategies of respondents. Due to the i n ^ ^ r ^ i n net^^rk and 明 r e s o u r c e s , 
most of the respondents are not in an advantageous posi t ion for pa明port ^plkation. 
For example, priority would be given to high rank civil servant of "sensitive field" for — 
the right of abode while emigration in advanced and popular destination reguires 
strong financial background or the subjects to have relatiyes abroad, These qualities 
are not necessarily possessed. When the prospect of successful application seems 
dim, reluctancy is expected. 
"…We have thought of applying but we have no money, no resources, no relatives 
abroad, and no power to compete …what can we do? Any efforts would be a waste 
of time." 
- M r O -
Mr O is typical of the group where no choice is opened to them. They are 
staying and doing nothing because they have no resources.( CopTng resources could 
be in terms of interpersonal ties and network, professional ^ ualificatiptis, occupational 
background, financial foundation and so on. ) Respondents proved to be more 
vigorous in action when resources and network^ available. 
"I can get a green card through my mother in the States. She has already 
nationalized there thus may apply for reunion. This is just for safety sake, but 
ultimately, I will stay." 
- M r S -
"We explore the opportunity abroad through my mother after they have succeeded 
in the application. They are awaiting for the final process." 
- M r s C -
"I am qualified to apply for Australia due to my job in tourism. I applied for 
further study first, followed by processing residency." 
-Mrs I -
The difference between the two groups is obvious. It is a question of resources and 
network. One of the significant resource here is the availability of network abroad 
that would facilitate the application of emigration. This may be in the form of relative 
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or friends assistance. Table 2 below summarized the resource availability of 
respondents. (Detail analysis of how respondents mobilize their resource network will 
be presented in chapter four). 
Resource network __ Fami ly “ ^ ^ _ _ m 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T 
No kin network abroad 一 一 - X X 一 一 一 一 一 X 一 一 X 一 一 一 X 一 一 
Use kin network abroad 一 X X - 一 一 X 一一 X 一一 _ 漏一 X 一 一 X 一 
Do not use kin network X - - - - X - X X - - X X - X - X - - X 
abroad 
Use social network " " X — X — — — - ^ X — ~ — 
Table 2 Resource Availability of respondents 
X specifies the resource availability of families 
The vitality of coping resources is not absolute and isolated but relative and 
competitive in nature. It depends on the resources of others as well as on the market 
situation. The more competition there Is, and the more equipped other people are, the 
more disadvantageous respondents become. As the 89 Massacre has triggered flux 
of applications in foreign residency, the chance of success is fewer thus reducingjthe 
impetus of people in applying. 
"…I just got the form but did not hand it in since too many people apply, I would 
not be successful." 
- M r Q -
The plan and preparation for residency is the most concrete type of strategy 
that could be detected from respondents. Even so, there is still a lot of reluctancy, 
passivity, conscientious and incapability behind. 
3.2.2 Financial and other Arrangement 
The preparation for exodus would be the most common coping strategy that is 
actualized. Coping strategy seems to have stopped after an exodus opportunity is 
secured or decided. Other specific arrangement,, say financial preparation and 
domestic operation are minimal. 
Majority plan as usual in accordance with existing opportunity ,circumstances 
as well as personal preference. It is still a long time to 97 therefore it is irrational to 
make any significant alteration in daily life just for something so remote. Respondents ^ 
\ 
admit a desire to earn more money at this very moment, but is not a preparation for 
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the arrival of 1997. Other financial arrangement, say foLeignmrrencyJnyeslment, 
buying or selling of property is merely a response to present o p ^ H u j i t u n i have 
nothing to do with 1997. The following reflections are from respondents with no 
specific arrangement: 
"…my principle is to solve existing problem rather than to prepare and plan so 
much just for the future..." 
-Mrs M -
"Why transfer money abroad? The opportunity to gain money is more in Hong , , 
Kong than in any other foreign countries!" 
- M r S -
•• ".just normal savings and spending…" 
- M r C -
However, some respondents did not rule out the effect of 1997 no matter how 
minute it is. They have pointed out certain possible stimulations in both mentality and 
behavior on the financial aspect. 
"...I may try to consider how LcouJd make use of my money more effectively..." 
- M r K -
"…may heightened the desire to earn more money. . .thus explore more channels for 
this..." 
-MrsK -
"Hong Kong people now have become veiy selfish. Those who have property 
would prefer price to rise，disregarding of the difficulties on others as this would 
increase their gains." 
- M r l -
”…may open an foreign currency account when approaching 97 to act as an 
exterior support should anything happens..." 
-Mr A -
"...would sell the house we own and rent one in 1997..." 
-Mrs D -
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"…would reduce spurious and unnecessary consumption^^^ 
and eating out, the mentality is to accumulate wealth，so as to have more cash in 
hand in 97...or would have a better life abroad should I leave…" 
-Mr J -
"...no longer any a Filipino maid...!" 
- M r s D -
"...without 1997，I have already bought a house…" 
- M r H -
Even for those who have "thought of' transferring capital abroad or selling 
property, it is not a question till 1996. Some of them may even doubt whether their 
amount of savings would worth doing that! 
"...no money to transfer!..." 
- M r H -
Generally speaking, the impact of 97 on financial aspect would be more on the 
money earning mentality rather than on any concrete practice. There is still plenty of 
money to make, food to taste and life to enjoy in this t細sitional period. If one is not 
rich enough to buy an immigrant status now nor is feeling confident in the betterment 
of life abroad, there is still the hope that one can make enough to do just that before 
97. Thus wealth accumulation mentality would be intensified. 
3.2.3 Plans for Offspring 
\ The effect on children's planning could be examined under two level. The first 
is the plan of child-bearing and the other is child-rearing. Most respondents have 
refuted the effect of 1997 on their child-bearing plan. They did not totally disregard 
the variable but certainly, it would not be a salient one. In their opinion, the decision 
of having a child or not is a personal choice where factors like financial foundation, 
psychological preparation, personal development and preference for child-rearing are 
more vital considerations, The influence of 1997 would be trivial if not absent. The 
following are examples a dilemma in this aspect was found due to the uncertain 
future. 
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"We are not clear of what the future will be，we don't even know where we are 
going. If we stay here, I don't know whether his development would be affected by 
the indoctrinating style of PRC. If we are going abroad，we may be preoccupied 
with the adaptation of the new environment, thus there is no guarantee for him to 
have a good environment." 
-Mrs J -
"When I first got married, I planned to have two children. Later, one seemed to be 
enough. Now, I don't even dare think of i t There are only four years left, thus my 
child would only be four years old, Should the climate turn unfavorable, what 
should I do? I don't think I would like to send him abroad when he is so young. 
Neither do I want him to be brought up in an unopen environment!" 
- M r s K -
"…the uncertain fiiture won't deter me from having children but the effect is on the 
timing...I chose to give birth as soon as possible so that the child would not be too 
young in 97...I may send him abroa^..." 
, - M r C -
One could see that social, political and educational aspects are the 
fundamental concerns among parents. They would like their children to re|ide and be 
brought up in at least a satisfactory, if not ideal environment. A satisfactory 
environment refers to "an open society with stable political and social situation". As the fiiture 
well being of Hong Kong is under reservation, it is not difficult to understand its 
deterring effect on child-bearing. However, it is believed that the desire for 
perpetuation would ultimately comes first. People would not give up such natural 
desire for something unknown. 
1997 however has created enormous worries among parents on their child-
rearing plan. Majority of those who have expressed a strong desire for leaving or 
securing an emergency exit have the ultimate concern on their children. The fear of 
1997 is not so much on^%effi§etves but on the children. To them, they have 
experienced hardships in the early years and have confidence to face adverse situation 
again. A step back is not desirable but would not be unbearable. Children, on the 
other hand have never suffered before thus would be less flexible in adapting 
adversity. Should parents be capable, they would try to avoid suffering on their 
children. 
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"...given the limited amount of trust I have with the Chinese authority today, it is a 
question of whether I would like my child to be under such environment...I was 
brought up in a free society and would like my child to ^get _lhe „same 
opportunity…being a parent, I think this is a very jcommon wish…” 
-Mrs F with preschool children -
"My paramount concern is on my baby. As adult, we can adjust, but children 
cannot. I want her enjoy what I.have in the past; receive open education, get 
whole-man development and enjoy the freedom of life." 
-Mrs C with infant child -
Such mentality among parents is typical of a middle class. The protective 
child-rearing practice of the middle class would create rather dependent and 
vulnerable children. Unlike the past, children are given the best and have received 
immense attention from their parents. Children begin life at the social class and 
economic level that has taken their parents ten or twenty years to achieve, without 
knowing it. Being over protected, children may be less equipped to face adversity. 
Although the ability of tackling hardship depends heavily on personality and 
character, the. socialization process is also critical. It may not be the children's 
inability, but the unwillingness of parents to let their children to experience a step 
back. 
On the material aspect, children of the middle class is also less adaptive. 
According to Riesman and Roseborough, middle class adolescents undergo a lengthy 
period of anticipatory socialization3 to prepare them to live according to the middle 
class family model. They would seek for the possession of a "standardpackage" of 
material possession (including television, automobile, freezer, food and clothing etc) 
and an affluent way of living. This would raise the material expectation of childr^ 
(or the expectation of parents on children's well being) to a level that they may not be 
able to achieve. With such conception in mind, it would not be surprised then to find 
an unwillingness to stay in Hong Kong due to the risk it bears as a decrease in 
political, economic as well as social aspects is widely anticipated. 
3 For concepts like "anticipatory socialization" and "standard package", please refer to D. Riesman 
& H. Roseborough，"Careers and Consumer Behavior," in L.H. Clark, ed.，Consumer Behavior, Vol. 
II: The like Cycle and Consumer Behavior, (New York: New York University Press, 1955). 
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Children that undergo such "anticipatory socialization" would lead them to 
anticipate the conditions of adulthood and to respond to those conditions in a 
predetermined way.4 They have internalized the sort of life that they thought of as 
satisfactory. Any alteration that deviates from the expected direction might be a 
threat for them. Such expectation is not only implanted in the children but in parents 
also. When the future of Hong Kong seems less likely to reach up to these 
expectation, a desire to look for alternative is comprehendible. 
As a result, some families emigrate solely for their children, while some will 
or have already sent them abroad. The parents themselves may not like to leave due 
to reasons mentioned in preceding chapter but they would pave way for their children. 
The essence is to provide them another choice of which the way of life and education 
may be more promising. But for those who are still torn between the pros and cons 
of emigration, the children's factor is crucial. 
"It is a two step difficulty. Staying here is risky while going abroad is also not 
promising." “ 
-Mr E -
"…in fact, I prefer them to stay around with us so we can take care of them and 
know what they are up to …residency in a Chinese culture is better since foreign 
countries must have racial discrimination..;" 
-Mrs F -
The previous section has indicated a difference in planning for the two 
generation. Accordingly, whether the families have children or not would be an 
essential variable in understanding their coping styles and efforts. The presence and 
absence of children may initiate different planning. For those who seem to be less 
active in coping efforts are those who have no children at the existing stage. 
"I have no children now thus would not reinforce me to leave. May be if I have 
children, I may be triggered to leave immediately as I may not want them to be 
under Communist rule." 
- M r O -
4 R.K. Merton & A.S. Kitt，"Contributions to the Theory of Reference-Group Behavior",in R.K. 
Merton & P.S. Lazarsfeld, eds., Continuities in Social Research: Studies in the Scope and Method of 
"The American Soldier". (Glencoe，Illinois: The Free Press, 1950)，pp87-89. 
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"I am not too worried now but would not guarantee whether I may change my 
perception one or two years later since my planning would be somewhat different 
after giving birth to this baby." 
-Mrs P, in her pregnancy-
To be more specific, the family life cycle is vital in analyzing the diversity of 
children's planning. Coping efforts revolve around sending children abroad or not but 
however, the preference depends not only on the perception and the degree of 
anxiety, but also on the life cycle that a family is experiencing. For families having 
teenage children, furthering their studies abroad AyouldJ^ih^_eQmmoiLpxactica so as 
to open up an overseas channel. For families with preschool or primary school 
children, keeping them around would be the initial practice despite all the worries 
about Hong Kong's future. Young children would need parental protection, 
guidance, care and support. Most parents would not sacrifice the natural and healthy 
childhood development. They may take further action if situation really prove bad in 
the coming years, but since situation in Hong Kong remains satisfactory, there is no 
concrete action on the children's side. Therefore, life cycle analysis is useful to trace 
the dynamics of coping efforts and styles from time to time. 
One last point I would like to mention is that gender may pose a difference in 
the issue. Same as the perception aspect, female respondents are comparatively more 
sentimental. The intensity of concern far outweighed their husbands. Male 
respondents do not seem to stress so much on guaranteeing a favorable environment 
for their children. A typical attitude of fathers interviewed is that they "try their best to 
provide an auspicious environment but there is no absolute guarantee". 
"…in fact education will not be really so bad and frightening... they are 
improving...of course I like to provide my children with a good environment, but if 
I can't, it is the will of god then..." 
-Mr A-
The mothers on the other hand are more determined to achieve such goal 
despite the cost. As such, they are the ones who are more determined to do 
something. 
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"I really want to leave after the Massacre. I myself is not so much the concern, the 
fear is on our offsprings. I do want them to go abroad and receive foreign 
education." 
-Mrs A -
The two opposing views are from the same household and this is not 
uncommon among the subjects. Does it imply an inconsistency in the coping 
variables and will it create relational change or strain among couples? These would 
be further discussed in chapter five where the effect on internal familial relation will be 
addressed. 
3.3 1997 AS A DEADLINE? 
To conclude this chapter, I would like to examine the extent to which 1997 
has affected f a m i l i a l planning and daily functioning. Coping reactions in one way or 
another is natural and the question is how critical it is as a variable for family study? 
Is it an obstacle or somewhat like a deadline that hinders and shapes one's planning or 
is it just another factor? Most respondents have the following evaluation: 
"…nothing special!...it does not really limit our plans…our planning depends more 
on personal development, life cycle and preference..: 
- M r N -
"1997 is still something very remote and won't really affect what I would like to do 
at present. I won't hesitate to do anything just because of something so remote, 
otherwise, I could do nothing is my life! Everything in the future could change， 
therefore one could only get hold of the present." 
-MrsM -
"1997 is not too much a deadline for me but a milestone instead. Things may 
change yet not in nature but in appearance and procedure only." 
-Mrs L _ 
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"I would not deliberately take 1997 into consideration in all of my planning. I will 
be conscious of the variable but this may not necessarily affect me negatively. 
Every uncertainty has its positive and negative sides but this is unavoidable and 
unpredictable. To be more constructive，it is better to equip myself in both 
cognition and skills for adaptation and adjustment. Thus 97 would not have a 
deterring effect on me." 
- M r S -
There is no doubt that 1997 is a threat where something have to be done to 
prepare for it, but people believe that it is not worthwhile to make immediate 
sacrifices. Such mentality aligned closely with the well known "short-term time 
horizon”5 of Hong Kong people. There is a general reluctance for people to commit 
resources to the uncertain long-term future especially when such commitment would 
require present sacrifices. 
There are of course cases where respondents are widely dominated and 
affected by the factor although they just account for a small portion of our sample. 
1997 is overwhelmingly vital for them. Not only does it govern one's path in 
residency, financial and children's planning but also on personal advancement and 
marriage plan. 
"1997 is really something for my family. All my planning seems to stop at 1997. 
What I could see and predict is the situation before 1997, nothing after. Thus 
everything I do would have to look at 1997. ..where to go…having children or 
not..." 
-Mrs K -
5 See S.K. Lau "Major Normative Themes and Utilitarianistic Familism" in Society and Politics in 
Hong Kong, (HK: The Chinese University Press，1984). 
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"1997 is not merely a date but a deadline for vital decisions! I would finalize my 
decision by 95 or 96 so as to give certain flexibility in time. 
Not only does the sovereign question predominate my familial decision, it also 
affects my personal development and advancement. Being a civil servant, I may be 
promoted quite steadily to higher rank officer. If there is no 1997，I would be very 
eager in attending the promotion examinations and await for ascending up the 
social ladder. Now, my enthusiasm has disappeared. Would you dare take up those 
sensitive positions after 1997? Better to study something useful and insensitive 
now so as to pave way for the future. Most of the civil servants have a pessimistic 
overview. Commitment and dedication towards our work is getting less. Everyone 
is thinking of the shortest and most promising way to protect oneself instead.“ 
- M r K -
"…when I decided to get married years ago，my parents were against my decision 
since this would delay my emigration application to America…in their opinion, we 
may do whatever ceremony with the exception of getting formally registered as 
husband and wife…I should remain single before my application is secured…this 
certainly is not the wish of both of us, thus created uneasy feeling at that time …” 
- M r S -
The significance of addressing respondents' strategies is to see "How disturbed 
is the family?" and ”How stressful is 1997 to the family?". We could summarized 
by saying that 1997 is not a deadline nor a nightmare for respondents but certainly is 
an alarming, if not threatening event. As such, 1997 does not really disturb the 
general operation and functioning of families interview but it has become a salient 
variable in familial planning, especially in the aspect of future residency. 
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3.4 RECAPITULATION 
The ultimate concern of exploring the coping style, efforts and resources of 
respondents is to address its effect on family relation. What will all these coping 
variables induce on familial relation, close kin and conjugal in particular? Has family 
relations under challenge in the run-up to 1997? Hong Kong people are responding 
differently to the change of status from British subjects to Chinese nationals, if 
members of a same family reach a consensus on the perception and coping aspect, 
relation may become increasingly intimate, if not conflict will arise. The subsequent 




KIN NETWORKING IN EFFECT: MOBILIZING 
KIN? AFFECTING RELATION? 
"Kin is an important source of aid in critical life situation. The maintenance of kin 
bonds is an insurance policy against crises and hardship." 
-Michael Anderson1 -
4.1 FORWARD 
The quotation has illustrated clearly the importance of kin in crisis 
management. Its value has longed been treasured as a pivotal resources for survival 
against hardships, both in concrete and emotional terms. People rely on kin for help 
and the relational bondage would be strengthen in times of hardships. How would 
this shed light for Hong Kong people in coping with their uncertain fiiture? To what 
extend is it true? What would be the nature of kin connection in response to 1997, 
the "stressor"? Would it initiate changes in bondage and the nature of interaction? 
To what extent would people still rely on kin in managing existing anxiety? Would it 
be the core resources or is there other channels where one could mobilize more 
efficiently in contemporary Hong Kong? These are the main questions that the 
chapter would like to zero-in-on. 
Prior to the discussion, the writer would like to specify the scope of the word 
"kin" in this research so as to avoid confusion due to the lack of universal definition. 
For a traditional Chinese family, kin could have a wide coverage. However，for the 
sake of brevity, kin here refers .to close kin which covers mainly parents and siblings. 
Secondary kin is not included except when respondents particularly specify their 
1 Anderson Michael, Family Structure in 19th Century, (Lancashire, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1971). 
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relation. The decision for such demarcation is reinforced through field experience. 
When respondents were asked about their relatives, they mainly referred to their 
parents and siblings. Seldom were there respondents who mentioned kin network 
other than the two. So, the definition is not just for brevity, but reflects Hong Kong's 
reality. 
4.2 MOBILIZING KIN TO TACKLE FOR 1997? 
Previous familial studies about Hong Kong have certified the reciprocal 
relation among kin. (Lee 1981; Lau 1978: Rosen 1976; Leung 1975; Podmore & 
Chaney 1974; Mitchell 1972; Hong 1970; Cohen 1970; Stoodley 1967.) For 
traditional Chinese families, there was an undue emphasis on the mutual assistance 
among family members and service exchange. What is more, economic and financial 
aspects seemed to have headed the list of aids they rendered reciprocally. As such, 
traditional Chinese society is of multi-functional kin group nature. To quote Lau's 
analysis of the utilitarianistic consideration among kin connection2, familial groups 
are important people's network in Hong Kong. "Private devices are designed, either 
deliberately or unconsciously, by the majority of the Chinese populace to enable them to cope with an 
environment which appears to them to be risk-prone, hostile and highly unpredictable".^  Private 
devices here refer to people that are incorporated in one's familial group for resource 
mobilization, and is termed as the best guarantee for protecting and enhancing familial 
interests. 
4.2.1 Kin as influential and helpful in decision making and strategies? 
Is it true that a dependency on kin still applies to existing situation where 
family stress is of political nature rather than economic ones as if in the past? 
Respondents were asked to name the resource network that facilitates their 
strategic preparation for 1997 (mainly in residency). Table 3 illustrates their 
2 Please see S.K. Lau's concept of utilitarianistic familism in From Traditional familism to 
Utilitarianistic Familism: The Metamorphosis of Familial Ethos among the Hong Kong Chinese, 
(HK: The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Social Research Centre, Occasional Paper No. 78， 
1978). 
3 ibid, p.34. 
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mandates of reliance. Three areas are commonly elicited, namely the kin network, 
social network, and the market/public resources. 
Types of Resources Family - ： 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T 
Market/Public X - X X X X X - X - X - - X 
Resources* 
(Self Reliance) 
Kin Network X X X - - - X X - - X -
(Kin Reliance) 
Social Network** - X - X X X - - X X - - - X - -
(Peer Reliance) -
Table 3 The Mobilization of Resources 
X means that families are utilizing the types of resources specified in the left hand column. 
* Market Network refers to formal institutions that is available in the public 
arena where respondents could seek relevant information and assistance. This 
may include private consulting. firm, government departments or interest 
groups. This is under the category of self reliance as it implies individual 
action to tackle difficulties. Only that the individual may utilize public 
resources in their individual coping action. 
** Social Network refers to friends and colleagues of respondents. The help is 
mainly informational in nature where as the social network that Table 2 refers 
to is the concrete and physiological help of friends and colleagues. (The 
difference will be explained in greater details in Section 4.3.2). 
At first glance, kin network seems to have declined in importance for 
managing existing crisis when compared with the other two. Only a few of the 
respondents would involve their relatives (mainly referred to parents, siblings & their 
families,) in their precautionary measures or are relying on them for any preparation. 
When we refer back to Table 2 in chapter three, we could find that even when 
respondents are having kin network abroad, they do not utilize such opportunity in 
their strategies in residency. In addition, they seldom seek kin advises or help in the 
1997 issue while the torning decisions were merely affected or determined by kin. 
The mobilization of resources for family plans no longer depend on familial groups 
where social and market network are of rising relevance correspondingly. The help 
from the social and market network is more on the informational and advise aspect, 
"Most of our relatives are staying. They have no choice but to stay. We seldom 
discuss the issue together，let alone asking them for help. How could they help 
you?" 
- M r H -
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"…there is more discussions with colleagues and friends instead..we talk about 
emigration possibility and channels...their experiences are valuable reflections for 
us..." 
-Mrs K -
…we depend on our friends and colleagues abroad to take care of my 
children…they are very old friends of mine and have emigrated there for a long 
time..." 
"…we have friends abroad instead of relatives...a lot of friends dispersed across 
nearly every parts of the world thus would provide me with a lot of choice and 
network for help and information…help us to plan and organize for emigration...“ 
- M r s D -
Influence come more from friends and workmates respectively. In the first 
place, discussions on 1997 in the workplace stimulate the desire to get certain security 
or give rise to fluctuations on previous familial judgment. To certain extent, a 
contagious and domino effect is operating among woridng groups in particular. 
Colleagues' influence in decision is comparatively greater. 
"...it is common for workmates to ask for your plans and reasons…we exchange 
opinions and judgements.. •" 
- M r D -
"people around me are leaving，should I also consider that? Is the situation really 
such bad? If not, why are they all leaving?" 
' _ Mrs S -
••…even he is successful for applying a foreign passport! why can't I then?…" 
-Mrs N -
"…they just make you think of the issue over and over again since every now and 
then, there are colleagues leaving..." 
-Mr K -
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It is not hard to understand such phenomenon since colleagues are of similar 
social and working background with the respondents. Their sense of likeness creates 
an "insightful and convincing" consultation more than their parents or relatives. They 
would have a better understanding of each other's situation and qualification thus are 
in a better position to give relevant recommendations. People of similar background 
could as well reflects alternative strategies that is possible. What is more, day to day 
.contac t certainly increases the chance of discussing the issue together. As such, the 
ways of how people around tackle the issue seem to have greater stimulation and 
impact on respondents. 
The influence could however be of different nature. It stimulates reactive 
actions, rethinking of decisions，reinforces the desire to leave/stay or dissuades the 
determination to leave/stay and so on. 
"Their influence is not restricted to one side. Those who are leaving would arouse 
me to think whether I should also leave. Those who come back would make me 
think that life abroad is far from satisfying either!" 
-Mrs H -
It is interesting to note the pattern of influence found from the research. 
Colleagues and friends usually are the ones that stimulate initial security action but are 
also the ones that deter further action (eg. leaving Hong Kong). In fact, most of them 
act as bad pioneer the decision of emigration. 
"...the influence is more a negative one rather than an encouraging one…" 
-Mrs K -
"…what I get from their feedback is an despondent and gloomy life abroad...they 
even lost their self esteem and confidence since they have to take up low status 
job…some are staying on welfare for months already…some are only depending on 
temporary jobs with very low salary..." 
-MrsH-
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"I may be affected by others but more on a negation for emigration. Many of my 
friends have to come back after emigration since opportunity and economy abroad 
is minimal or even discouraging. If they stay in Hong Kong, they might be 
promoted already or have make a lot of money. Thus if I emigrate, it is a waste of 
time and destruction of self-esteem for those who have to take up incomparable 
job." 
-Mr F -
”…my friends told me that life abroad is very unproductive ... they spend most of 
their time gardening and cleaning the house..." 
-Mrs D -
"...they have reinforced my decision of not leaving till the last moment...better to 
wait and see rather than too responsive and be the pioneer..." 
- M r S -
The increase of influence from the social network in family planning is 
witnessed. How about concrete help and assistance then? 
In response to 1997, people could no longer depend on "family-centric 
resource network" as if in the past in help seeking. Various families tend to diversify 
their physical and human capital and extend their networks "outside". The family can 
no longer sustain the myths of privacy, isolation and self-sufficiency. There is an 
increasing need to depend on "external forces" for solving familial problem. This in 
fact is due to the growing specificity of resource demanded where "family 
microcosms" is unable to tackle. The importance of public and social dimension in 
family life is rising for supplementation. The traditional expectation of the familial 
group as the central source of support has given way to other channels, including 
friends and work associates as well as community agencies. 
Class difference helps to account for such alteration in resource reliance. The 
possibility of having safety measures for 1997 is a question of qualifications, wealth, 
network, adaptability, flexibility and so on. In order to offer help in these domains for 
respondents, people must have achieved certain social status. Parents and relatives of 
respondents may not have comparable qualities and resources as friends and 
colleagues of similar social status and background. As explained in the introductory 
chapter, respondents are usually the ones that have achieved existing status and 
foundation by their own efforts, not so much of family background. Effective 
resource network could be tabbed from friends and workmates instead of kin due to 
social mobility, no matter how minute such mobility is. As Geoffrey Gorer said, 
middle class people are most often separated from their kin and dependent on friends 
and workmates for help and companionship.4 The household in itself is already rather 
self sufficient especially in terms of financial and status aspect, should any aid is 
needed，effective network would probably not from their parents and relatives. Class 
background leads them to turn to social network. 
There were of course studies that gave a lot of diversity in the explanation of 
middle class kin-ties which seem contradictory to present interpretation. Some 
researches showed a continuing kin relationships and support in emergencies among 
middle class families than anticipated5. This is not surprising since ties could mean 
instrumental, service exchange, emotional and psychological support. A reduction in 
one aspect does not necessarily lead to a reduction of others. For the case of the 
present research, the reduction of kin reliance refers to concrete terms instead of 
relational attachment and emotional support. This point will be examined in greater 
details in the chapter six where the debate of a shrinkage in kin ties will be addressed. 
4.3 MOBILIZING SOCIAL AND MARKET NETWORK 
AS SUPPLEMENT? 
As mentioned, one should not jump into the conclusion of saying kin network, 
being a resource for managing stress is fading among respondents. The increase in 
social and market mobilization may just be an adaptive strategies to complement the 
deficiency of familial groups. Should family network proved capable and suitable, 
people still prefer to utilize them, Resource mobilization is a question of resource 
availability and capability. In coping with the environment around us, everyone must 
choose among a variety of available resources: self, those of the nuclear household, 
4 Geoffrey Gorer, Exploring English Character. (London, 1955), p.46, from secondary source in 
Firth, Hubert & Forge，Families and their Relatives. (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1969)，p. 15. 
5 M B. Sussman, "The Help Pattern in the Middle Class Family", American Sociological Review, 
18:22-27，Feb. 1953; W. Bell & M.D. Boat，"Urban Neighbourhoods and Informal Social Relations", 
American Journal of Sociology. 62:391-398，Jan. 1975; M.B. Sussman & Lee Burchinal, "Kin 
Family Network; Unheralded Structure in Current CQnceptnalizations of Family Functioning", 
Marriage and Family Living. 24:231-240，Aug. 1962. 
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those of our familial groups (broader circle of kinsmen, including parents), those of 
our friends and colleagues, and those of the wider society as provided through formal 
social agencies and institutions. One can say that the kin resource mechanism still 
exists and treasured, only that its vitality for existing pressure is weak thus 
respondents need to look for other resource channels. Service rendering among kin 
though attenuated are not destroyed. There has been no progressive and unilinear 
disintegration of extra-nuclear kin bonds but rather fluctuating and subtle shifts of 
emphasis in aids. For the preparation of securing a second passport, those who have 
relatives abroad would seek their help instead of from friends. Put it simpler, there is 
a tendency for people to turn to the network that is already best developed (familial 
group). This is the predominant resource centre, but people would draw upon other 
resources at different times for different purposes to ensure a comprehensive adaptive 
strategies of coping. When the supportive needs of family members exceed the 
vitality and capacity of the small kin group, members would have drawn upon more 
diverse forms of support. This help to explains why nine respondents failed to 
mobilize or utilize kin network abroad in their plan of residency. Very often, the 
reason is that the help that could be offered is not suitable and does not coincide with 
the preference of respondents. 
Table 3 shows that six families have utilized kin resources. All of them do 
have relatives abroad while others do not or that the network proved not capable of 
yielding relevant assistance. Their reason for not seeking help is usually due to the 
difference in areal preference for residency. Relatives abroad may not be in the same 
destination that they aim to reside, thus failed to be a relevant source of assistance. 
For those who mobilize kin network, the focus is usually on processing emigration 
application, information and experience provision. 
"...I am depending on my sisters to process our application, she have the 
experience and network needed..." 
- M r P -
"...I am not leaving but my children are, my parents would take care of them 
abroad...we could work closely in our precautious measures, my parents would be 
the 'hinterland' should anything happens in Hong Kong, we would be staying here 
to strengthen our economic foundation..." 
- M r s C -
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"…I will get my green card secured through my mother，then I continue to develop 
in Hong Kong..." 
- M r S -
Close relatives are also not a vital in affecting respondents' decision in the 
coping strategies and future's planning. They do not really take kin into serious 
consideration during their decision making process. Majority speaking, psychological 
and emotional relatedness originated from kin ties do not load the respondents in 
decision making. Final decisions are household oriented. 
"…relatives might be a factor but would have minor effects on my decision to leave 
or not,..the most critical relative consideration would be on my wife, other close 
relatives not be too vital a concern…we might miss them but it is not practical to 
consider them..." 
- M r Q -
"…if my family is really leaving, the only reason is the political situation, not 
whether my close relatives is staying or leaving...the decision of others would not 
have significant stimulation on us..." 
- M r K -
"...about the emigration question, decision is usually household based...such 
important decision can't be influenced by others，not even for close kin...each 
family have their own believe，aspiration and experience...“ 
- M r P -
"…when people get grown up, it is unavoidable to be independent of relatives..." 
-Mrs L -
People may still remain in close contact with close kin but the sense of mutual 
obligation and support is not rigid when something critical for nuclear household 
happens. 
Kinsmen effect in decision making is minimal but not totally absent. Some 
respondents are determined to stay due to the presence of parents and close relatives 
here. On the other hand, some are triggered to leave due to their kin-ties abroad. 
Such effect is more on the emotionally-charge problem. 
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"...I am really torn between two ends. I don't want to emigrate but by October this 
year, all my close relatives would be leaving…the impact may be great，if I don't 
want to be the only one here, I would follow their steps... 
...the main factor in the choice of residency would be where my kin are. The kin 
factor is vital because of the need for mutual support and the sense of relatedness. 
In fact, the goal of living is to have family members around. There is no 
supplement for relatives since they always support you. They are particularly vital 
for new immigrants since we have to face new environment and challenges..." 
-Mr J -
",..the greatest change created by 1997 to me is not whether I should emigrate, but 
everyone around me is leaving, I really feel deserted and left behind...I was once 
emotionally depressed since I was not prepared psychologically for their departure. 
At first, my sister was rather determined to stay, but after the massacre, nothing 
could be the same again..." 
- Mrs S -
4.3.1 Any change in affectional kin ties then? 
"1997 makes no difference on our relation. My mother would love us to join them 
abroad but we probably would not be pulled together. After all，we still live in 
separate household or we might even be in different states!" 
-Mr S -
"We do not have closer contact because of emigration as we used to be closed in 
relation. It is not that we are closer in relation as they offer us help. They of 
course are one of our vital resource for planning and organizing our future, but 
this have nothing to do with our attachment. " 
-Mr J -
It is widely hypothesized that kin-ties might either be strengthened or 
weakened due to the need to face uncertain future. The types of relational change 
involve both physiological and psychological support. The research however certifies 
a negation on the psychological aspect (at least for respondents involved). 
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For the psychological or emotional aspect, it is true that relatives' departure 
has created emotional fluctuations but the intensity of affection and attachment is not 
changed in response to their departure or assistance. Only one respondent has • 
envisaged an increased in affection due to the departure of her sister. According to 
that female respondent, the two parties have become more attached due to future 
separation. All the other respondents have no sudden or salient changes in affiliation. 
"...once my sister has decided to leave, we have become more intimate; we nearly 
meet everyday as she comes to stay and chat with us...we both know that there isn't 
much time to be together any more..." 
_ Mrs S -
As such，one could say that the sort of relational change in kin-ties during 
crisis is more on the co-operational aspect rather than on the sense of relatedness. 
Should there be any changes, it will be on the sort of help, kinds of interaction and 
occasions for contact. People that did not seek relative help only implies a reduction 
in dependency. Effects on objective interactional aspect is possible but not on 
relatedness. As for those who resort to kin help may have frequent contact due to 
practical need, but the attitudinal dimension for attachment is not changed. The 
desire for getting help is present but the rationale of contact is not merely due to 
instrumentality as hypothesized. 
4.3.2 How about social network? Any Changes? 
The reliance on social network in tackling problems is nevertheless 
instrumental and short term in nature. A change in social network is admitted among 
some of the respondents where instrumental friendship is in elevation. 
"...I do not really have more new friends but the nature of contact among our social 
circle may have certain changes...if I found out that someone is emigrating, I will 
try to dig out more related information from them to see whether I could gain some 
insights...if colleagues are talking about emigration or investment, I will join the 
conversation even if we are not familiar with each other...I try to be more sensitive 
to relevant information and issues around..." 
-Mrs K -
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"My social network have definitely been changed. In the past few years, I knew 
nothing about Canada. From the 80's onwards, many people around me have 
emigrated and was back. I have made more friends when I gradually became more 
concern about 1997. I have more contact and discussions with some people that I 
think I would never be closed to if I am not concerned about emigration. The 
emigration topic has bridged the gap between me and some people as we have a 
common area of concern." 
-Mr J -
"...I have both siblings and colleagues abroad when I stayed in Australia, but I 
relied more on colleagues and were more attached to them…all of us went there for 
further studies in hotel management followed by processing emigration…they were 
most readily available of mutual help and support in my daily life...my social 
network already have a drastic change after I moved to Australia..." 
-Mrs I -
The desire to expand social network for familial interest is not really such 
common among respondents. Some of them would like to remain a low profile on the 
strategy issue, either due to the prevention of any disruption or that they conceive a 
deficiency in the effectiveness of social network in coping with existing stress. When 
we refer back to Table 2 in Chapter three, we can find that only three respondents 
revealed an utilization of social network. It seems that this is a bit contradictory with 
the point illustrated above, that is, an increase in social network as a resource. The 
explanation is that what Table 2 refers to is the utilization of friends and colleagues' 
assistance in executing their coping strategies. For examples, Family D uses their old 
friends abroad to be the guardian of their children; Mrs I in Family I associates closely 
with colleagues abroad as they went there for further study (followed by applying 
residency), and Mr B in Family B uses friends abroad for local information so as to 
facilitate his choice of destination. 
Whereas in this section, the expansion of social network is for informational 
and discussion purpose. The social network is still not a significant resource for 
concrete help and assistance. 
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"…friends' help will be on the initial provision of information and advise, but 
whether I am successful in the application depends on my personal qualities...it 
will be better to approach consultancy firm to see where I could have a better 
chance of success and how I could best utilize my available abilities, qualification 
and resource..." 
-Mr M -
"“.seldom do we talk about personal plan and strategies with each other in our 
workplace...we may express our opinions and judgements on the possible strategies 
but will not reveal our personal plan in details …every family will have their own 
way out, but they will not make know to others... 
...I may reveal the general planning but would not go deep to talk about it...in fact, 
everyone is rather uncertain about their final decision thus better not to talk about 
it so early…I tend to turn to market resources if available, eg making use of my 
working environment to tab more usefiil information or try to get more information 
about Singapore through consultancy firms or other related agencies..." 
- M r K -
Social support is of short term nature since the source is inadequate as friends 
could not help for extended time period. A third channel proved essential: the self 
reliance strategy, where ultimate resolution depends on oneself (or one's household) 
to manoeuvre. In reaction to the anxiety, respondents tend to seek individual rather 
than collective action. Stress management is resort to internal household instead of 
the conventional resource of kin and friends. A self-reliant household must therefore 
be very alert of what resources public agencies would offer. The family must become 
more activistic and involved with the political world and get familiarized with the 
market system in order to grasp available resources. As such, nearly half of the 
respondents (nine in total) revealed a self help mechanism in the 1997 issue. 
According to the respondents, this resource network seems to be the most 
appropriate one in tackling the existing crisis. 
"...ultimately, this is our own problem...it is something that we ourselves should do 
and be involved... others' concern and help will always remain superficial..." 
-MrD -
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4.4 OTHER NON-CONVENTIONAL CHANNELS FOR COPING? 
Up till now, the discussion of resource mobilization tends to focus on the 
conventional sources only, that is, networks that are most commonly referred when 
people are in hardships. Relatives, friends, colleagues and household members are 
typical of conventional sources. Their analysis is definitely crucial and significant, but 
we should not disregard the unusual source of help if a comprehensive account of the 
mobilization process is aimed for. Non conventional resources are not considered and 
consulted frequently but its utilization may shed lights on the peculiarity of the 
stressor and its reaction. The two areas where the research attempts to explore are 
political participation and religious affiliation. 
4.4.1 Increase in social and political participation? 
The preceding discussion has outlined the dynamics of resource mobilization 
among respondents' for coping with existing intimidation. The essence revolves 
around best equipping one's household through personal and system networks. Most 
of the respondents work things out from within (network that are available, accessible 
and familiar to respondents), That is, the best safeguard for existing crisis is to 
strengthen internal flexibility and capability through internal measures and networks. 
Is it possible that certain coping are from without? Do respondents involve 
"outsiders" in their strategies of coping? Do they rely on public groups or 
organizations to maximize their protection? As the anxiety for 1997 is mainly on the 
political arena, is there any increase in social or political participation since this could 
be one way for pursuing familial interests and concerns? Aside from bettering internal 
household for counteraction, is there a desire to promote a promising socio-political 
environment? The answer is somewhat a negation. A positive association between 
the 1997 stressor and political participation is not affirmed through the research. A 
difference in awareness is possible, but not on actual participation and action. 
The sense of political powerlessness is still very strong among respondents, 
thus hinders participation and involvement . Political or social involvement in 
concrete terms is minimal and is confined to the fulfilment of "civic duty" only, say 
election. Among the twenty families, only one belongs to political organization and is 
participating actively to verbalize the concerns of themselves and other 
underprivileged people. Majority of respondents is not affiliated to any associations. 
Some belong to professional groups but the membership is merely in name with no 
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active commitment. Seldom will they use the union to strive for their demands and 
interests. As for other respondents, participation in community and organizational 
activities is nearly absent. 
For existing anxiety, residents seeked individual rather than collective 
solutions. They tried to do something but for their own family rather than for the 
society. The sense of obligation and responsibility for society is slight, not much due 
to "utilitarianistic" consideration but feeling helpless. They shied away from politics, 
convinced that they could not influence the course of government and public policies. 
In spite of political democratization and rising opportunities for public opinion, the 
believe in the ultimate dominance of China's preference still pre-dominates people's 
mind. This severely undermines the desire to depend on public channel for 
safeguarding one's future. To the extreme, such believe also impede the sense of 
commitment to Hong Kong society. 
"...complains may just be effective on the level of social livelihood, but when the 
request or complains is on the political domain，there is no real use, those in power 
would have their own preference and policy, they will not listen to what we call 
public opinion in these sensitive and critical areas... unfortunately, this is exactly 
where we are concerned and worried about，., so we could really do nothing these 
years through public participation...if you really want some guarantee for 1997，you 
should depend on your own planning, when you could not change your external 
environment, try to equip yourself instead..." 
- M r R -
"I have gone through three stages in my political sense since the emergence of the 
1997 question. First, before the massacre, I was disinterested and I don't think that 
I need to get involved in any of these matters. After 1989, there was some sort of 
an awakening, believing that I should get myself more equipped in my political 
knowledge. As a result，I studied the Basic Law and kept a close notice of what 
was going on in the political scenes, with a desire to ensure a democratic and 
promising Hong Kong. Now I start retreating again, I realized the helplessness of 
Hong Kong people. We could do nothing, there is no use to be active thus better to 
help myself and plan for my own." 
- M r D -
As a consequence, any improvement in political consciousness is only 
restricted to the cognitive level(female in particular). Respondents denied an increase 
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in consciousness but admitted a shift in attentiveness. There is a stronger desire to 
familiarize oneself to the socio-political picture of the mainland and they follow rather 
closely to the political development of Hong Kong and its relation with both the 
British and Chinese government. They became more attentive to related news. The 
foci of current readings somewhat differ from the past where the livelihood aspect and 
societal problem were the main concern. 
"...I try to learn more about China，her ideological, social and political situation… 
in the past，there is no need to know about all these, but if I really have to stay here 
after 97,1 will have to know more to facilitate future adaptation..." 
- M r s K -
"...I paid more attention these years on related issues，but not really go to the 
extend of participation... 
-Mrs E -
When asked about the reason for such alteration, most termed it as general 
trend of society. Very often, the elevation of attentiveness in political news is due to 
the mass media rather than due to their own motivation. The fact that these news 
topped the headlines makes people "politically more attentive"! According to the 
respondents, they are only having a normal awareness of what is happening in the 
society, but this does not necessarily mean that they are "politically" more active or 
less alienated. Only that Hong Kong people are sensitized and revolved around 
political issues. In fact, the development of Hong Kong in these ten years is closely 
interweaved with 1997, thus the politicization of society is unavoidable. However, 
this does not mean that they are politically less apathetic and alienated. The mentality 
towards politics still remains. To some respondents, what happened these years in 
fact have reinforced their sense of inefficacy in political arena, as they are put up to a 
real picture where China has the "final say". 
"...I was once very hopeful, but after all these years, I was reinforced to stay aloof, 
it is better to retreat to what I could control, that is, to strive for personal and 
familial interest and guarantee rather than making public request", 
- M r D -
"…I read more political news about China and Hong Kong because I am put with 
that by the newspaper and the media..." 
-Mrs N -
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"...I don't think that there is really a rise in political consciousness, only that I am 
concern about the society around since it has great implication for my fiiture …” 
-Mr A -
• "I don't think we are in a position to involve…politics is dirty, politicians are just 
putting up a show…w;e would never know what they are doing underground…after 
seeing all the show these years, I get disinterested in politics and feel disgusting ...I 
would not get involved in something that I could not control..." 
- M r D -
Complete passivity among respondents is not the case, only that 
organizational activities that requires long term commitment are not their choice of 
ventilation. Some respondents would not give up opportunities despite the sense of 
helplessness but they tend to choose channels which appear to be more "convenient" 
or is having quicker returns. Respondents are still willing to voice up no matter how 
minute the influence might be. The difference is that, the chosen channels usually 
require less time and efforts when compared with organizational involvement. These 
include opinion-expressing through radio, signature campaigns, letters to the editor 
and certain campaigns of piece meal nature. They are always willing to yield support 
to activities that coincide with their opinions, concerns and requests. 
"...I will phone the radio for redressing grievances and have written to the 
newspaper for complaints...these methods have become useful since public pressure 
really counts these years..." 
- M r s R -
"…programmes for expressing opinions is flourishing, this is a question of demand 
and supply, thus prove that Hong Kong people are becoming more articulate in 
their demands and opinions..." 
-Mr A -
"...should I agree with the underlying principles and rationale of any movement or 
campaigns, I will participate..." 
-Mr R -
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"What I could contribute is very little, my sense of powerlessness is very strong, but 
that does not mean I should do nothing, I at least believe that little is better than 
nothing." 
- M r T -
The middle class should be the group that is most probable to improve their 
political awareness as they are equipped both intellectually and economically. 
However, from what I have found from the respondents, they are difficult to mobilize. 
Most of them would pay attention and have quite a good understanding and analysis 
of society around, but they just do not participate and commit. They are too rational 
to give sentimental and long term attachment to any organization or movement. They 
could clearly identify where their strength lies; because they have a better control on 
the economic instead of the political facet, they choose to focus on what they could 
grasp hold of. As a result，their concern will be family-centred. 
It is hard to address the relation between Hong Kong people and their political 
sense. The relation is still vacillating. Respondents tend to oscillate between moods, 
attitudes and behaviour. If this is the case, it is likely for them to emphasize on this 
channel as one vital source of help in times of hardships. 
4.4.2 Religious affiliation as rising channel for ventilation? 
Interestingly enough, a new variable is found to be of rising importance as a 
coping channel. People do not feel like seeking help from the public channel but their 
religious believe is one source of support and resort. Very often, the determination to 
stay behind and the courage to face possible adversity are backed by religious believe. 
"…a lot of people around me have turn to religion for support.,." 
-Mrs T _ 
"…may be due to my religious background, I am not too worried about the future..." 
-MrsQ-
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"…after the Massacre，I have become increasingly faithful in my religious 
belief...the messages it convey is close to what I think about my future…I should 
not worry about something that could not be controlled, in fact, what will be will 
be...this will be somewhat release my tension and uneasiness towards the future...in 
fact，I could get myself calm down and occupied..." 
-Mrs S -
"...at first, I was also very frightened but was calm down very soon，this may be 
due to my religious background, no matter where you go，you would entitle 
difficulty. 97 may be something great and uncertain in the political sense，but for 
the whole life process, it is something very trivial and may not necessarily be 
something bad for the whole life..." 
- M r R -
"…religion do has an effect, it helps us to get a wider perspective instead of just 
looking at situation right before you…in Hong Kong, 97 may threatened the 
existing interest and freedom, but in western countries, may face the threats of too 
much freedom and democracy...no matter where you go, you would encounter 
challenges, the fact is whether you would give your life to god and let him lead you 
and guide you through.“" 
-Mrs J -
"…there are a lot of group activities among our cell group that help us to overcome 
our uneasiness, especially after the Massacre, we discussed how we should face the 
situation as a christian, and how we should react...the group would strengthen our 
commitment to Hong Kong, reinforce our sense of belonging and solidarity. We 
have a strong feeling among us that we must face the situation together...it is some 
sort of mutual support …give us some courage to face the future rather than to 
quit..." 
- M r Q -
"...religion have a soothing effect especially for those who definitely have to stay…" 
- M r O -
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There is no statistical test of association between religious background and 
reaction towards 1997 in this research. However, for respondents who are having a 
stronger faith, determination and confidence of staying behind are those having 
religious affiliation. They are Family A, H, N，0，P，Q, R, S，T. They almost account 
for half of the respondents. 
The message from such association could be quite insightful. It is true that 
majority of respondents have already secured an emergency exit but that does not 
mean the end of the anxiety. Nevertheless, the ultimate preference is to stay since the 
challenges abroad is no less than Hong Kong. Turning to religious support may be 
another effective channel for respondents in this transitional period. It is effective as 
it deals with the psychological side of respondents whereas the remaining anxiety 
about 1997 is exactly more a psychological rather than something physiological! 
4.5 RECAPITULATION 
The chapter has provided a comprehensive account of how respondents 
mobilize their existing and available resources for managing stress. Resource 
mobilization of the middle class is found to be more diversive when compared with 
the past, since the social, public and self reliance options is utilized when kin reliance 
proved insufficient. For example, social network is expanded for informational and 
advise purpose, where as concrete preparation in response to 1997 is more self help in 
nature. 
The process of resource mobilization is also dynamic in nature. It involves 
continual assessment of network vitality in order to enhance the best used of resource 
available. The judgement can in be form of actual contact and consultation or of mere 
exploratory nature. In the 1997 issue, the tactics of tapping the efficacy of networks 
is usually less explicit where respondents simply pulled out their antenna through daily 
contact. Seldom did they request assistance deliberately. Even if they really need 
help from relatives and friends, the approach is rather gradual and incremental. There 
is no doubts that respondents would like to receive assistance but the nature of 
existing crisis tends to confine them from external help. Whether to emigrate or not is 
very much a household decision and ability. Relative and friends obviously could 
68 
offer certain kind of help but the extent is rather limited and superficial. Aspects 
where respondents really need help may be time-consuming or may involve money 
contribution and long time commitment. Given the sort of self esteem and expectation 
middle class people are having, they are less willing to be in debt with others. Such 
mentality applies even to their close relatives, not to mention their friends. As a 
result, a weighty proportion of coping reliance is of self help nature. 
After exploring how respondents make use of their kin, social and public 
networks, what implications could we draw for middle class familism? Are they more 
in isolation? Is there any difference in the normative orientation towards kin ties? Is 
there any traits of breakdown in familial ties or a shrinkage of kin groups? Analysis of 
these questions will be attempted in the Discussion chapter. Whereas the subsequent 
chapter will try to explore the effect of 1997 on conjugal relation. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
CONJUGAL RELATION IN EFFECT: MARITAL 
STRAIN CREATED? 
INTERNAL HARMONY & STABILITY 
DISRUPTED? 
"The internal family is joined together by common attitudes, values, objectives, and 
emotional attachments among its members. When couples have widely divergent 
conceptions of expected behaviour, tension or conflict are almost certain to arise". 
-Burgees, Locke & Thomas 1 -
5.1 FORWARD 
The preceding chapter has witnessed a reduction of kin's vitality in rendering 
support. It appears that the responsibility of handling existing crisis gradually rests on 
individual household. Familial support for stress management is then confined to the 
conjugal system. The call for unanimity and bondage between couples are intensified 
where additional burden for maintaining familial integrity is created. This is especially 
true for the 1997 challenge as the crux of coping lies in the choice of residency (or the 
preparation for emergency exit), where genuine consensus and commitment of both 
parties is required. This is no comparison to any simple familial matters as it concerns 
the perpetuity of the family unit. It is postulated that some forms of tension or conflict 
are bound to exist among families as perceptions, preferences and desired action in 
preparation for 1997 cannot always be synchronized between couples. 
The aim of this chapter is to elicit any possible effects on internal familial 
relation initiated by the sovereign question. Last chapter has shown that the change in 
kin relation is restricted to the co-operational level instead of afFectional ones. What 
sort of effect the stressor might create for couples' relation then? Is it on the co-
1 E.W. Burgees，H.J. Locke & M.M. Thomas，The Family. From Institution to Companionship, 3rd 
edition, (NY: American Book Company, 1963). 
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operational aspect or emotional one? Is it possible that couples are divided in their 
preference and strategies that make final family decision difficult? Is the difference or 
division critical and perilous? Is the discrepancy solved by now and how? What is 
the process of reaching such decision? What kind of decision making style did they 
utilized? Is there any ill-feelings created? What are the implications for the harmony 
and stability of internal household where conjugal bond is the keystone of 
contemporary Hong Kong family? All these are questions to be tackled in the 
following discussion. 
Conjugal relation is a multi-dimensional phenomenon where a number of 
variables are responsible for its being. A genuine analysis of conjugal relation requires 
the inclusion of all related dimensions but this is not the purpose of existing research. 
The research is to find out how 1997 might influence conjugal relation. The analysis 
of conjugal relation is therefore unifactorial in nature. Other aspects that might affect 
conjugal relation would not be under consideration as the aim is to isolate the 1997 
variable. 
Analysis of 1997�impact is further confined to the reactive decision making 
process. Familial decisions for 1997 will be the yardstick and entry point of assessing 
the effect of 1997 on conjugal relation. The reason for this is the centrality of 
decision making in family organization. The analysis of its process sheds light on the 
co-operational and affectional relation of couples. One could say that the initial 
burden created by 1997 is the need to make coping decisions. It is not surprising to 
find that coping decisions for 1997 is among priority concern for Hong Kong families. 
All these help to justify why the analysis is focused on the possible strain created from 
the need to make strategic planning. 
Any decision making that is vital for the family's perpetuation is strainful for 
the couples involved. In the first place, the degree of commonness in preference 
affects their collaboration in working things out. Should there be any differences, 
couples may not be working together for the future as the preference for preparation 
is not the same. They may either work separately, unilaterally or just leave the issue 
un-tackled. What is more, even if a consensus (may be temporary) is reached, the 
style and atmosphere of arriving at a household decision certainly would have an 
impact on relation, implicitly or explicitly; trivial or substantial. For the present 
research, is the decision making process for 1997 in peaceful and harmonious terms 
or is the discussion hostile? Is there an equalitarian style of decision making or is • 
there one side dominating? 
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The extent of relational impact originated from 1997 depends on a number of 
factors and is unique among families. For examples, the magnitude of the 
reverberations depends on how significant the family view the issue; the degree of 
initial dissensus in perception and planning; the availability of commonly accepted 
alternatives; their emotional attachment in times of unreconcilable differences; and 
the conventional practice of making final decision. All these contribute differently to 
the final outcome in different families. It is hard to obtain a general pattern of how 
conjugal relation is affected as families differ. Despite the difficulty, efforts would be 
put to outline the alarming picture among the couples interviewed. 
5.2 MARITAL STRAIN INITIATED BY 1997: A CONTINUOUS THREE 
STAGE EFFECT 
1997 has longed been a nightmare for Hong Kong people since the Sino-
British talks. It is something about the future, therefore, the shadow will not be 
wiped out till its actual arrival. Should there be any relational strain due to 1997, the 
hardship will not end until the anxiety or planning is all settled. The effect is then 
continuous and long term in nature. For similar reasons, coping decisions should also 
be viewed as a continuous process as decisions that seem final at one time are often 
reconsidered later. There is really no "final decision" for 1997 as long as it remains to 
be something about the future. There is always time and opportunity for changes. In 
sum, decisions for 1997 and its effect is dynamic. 
For the sake of brevity, a three stage effect is demarcated to give an organized 
picture of how 1997 hampers internal harmony and stability of the families (if any). 
The first is the impetus stage where the need for making coping decisions is aware. 
Secondly, the transient stage where planning and preparation are settled, awaiting for 
the date to come. Whereas the final stage refers to the actual arrival of the date. 
However, it should be noted that the timing and duration of each stage is not rigid at 
all. Families interviewed may not be experiencing the same stage. For some 
respondents, the effect of 1997 may still be in the first stage while some is 
experiencing the second already. The purpose of such categorization is merely for 
easy analysis and discussion. 
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5.3 THE FIRST STAGE EFFECT: THE IMPETUS PERIOD 
The impetus period is a phase of problem identification and resolution where 
the existence of an issue is recognized and attempted. It is commonly agreed between 
couples that something is to be done thus marks the beginning of the decision 
process. This phase in fact is similar to the orientation stage of Bale & Strodtbeck 's 
framework of group decision making2: The identification of the problem call for the 
need of resolution. This is the first stage of the whole decision making process where 
evaluation and control will follow. The assessment of marital strain starts with the 
initial discrepancy on preference and plans, If any, as well as the style and method of 
achieving a common decision. 
5.3.1 Problem Identification 
The problem identification stage is not something sudden for 1997. The 
awareness of 1997 has existed for a long time yet the severity of anxiety, and the 
eagerness of action is heightened gradually in the impetus period. Exactly when does 
the stimulation get started differ among families but generally speaking, it revolves 
around 1989 where the Tiennamen Square Massacre happened. For some families， 
the awareness of "doing something" started even earlier. 
The beginning of problem identification could be dated back to early 80's 
where the Sino-British talks marked the beginning of 1997 ordeal. Respondents were 
first alarmed by the threat. Some started to think of their well being in the future yet 
no concrete actions were actually taken. Couples exchanged ideas and perception 
over the issue but in casual manners, that is, during daily conversations. The dissensus 
of couples at that moment was minimal; at least for existing research population. 
Majority was worried but did not take concrete action. The idea of emigration may 
just flashed across people's mind without further serious consideration as they did not 
like to leave Hong Kong for reasons mentioned in previous chapters. They were 
unwilling to sacrifice present foundation and achievement for a future that have no 
guarantee. As such, problem identification could be termed merely as a heightening 
of awareness where no pressure for coping decision was created. 
2 Bales and Fred L. Strodtbeck，"Phases in Group Problem Solving", Journal of Abnormal and 
Social Psychology. 46:485-495, October 1951. 
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The watershed however lied on the 89 Massacre where majority of 
respondents was triggered to be more serious over the issue. They became keen in 
doing something for their future. The catalyst genuinely marked the commencement 
of familial strain for some couples, that is the impetus period in the three-stage effect. 
Conjugal Consistency in perception and planning 
When the problem of 1997 was recognized due to the presence of anxiety, 
the couples have to think about their possible courses of action, evaluate their 
feasibility and make a final choice between them. Usually, one partner has a concern 
first and brought it to the attention of the other. For present research, the 
fundamental question was to determine whether they were staying or not thus 
followed by relevant preparation. If both of them happened to have the same idea, 
they were more likely to settle on it immediately, regardless of its merits and demerits. 
Table 4.1 showed that nine pairs of respondent belonged to this group where 
an agreement is reached right from the beginning. 
“ ‘ [ - - F a m i l y ~ ~ 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T 
Initial discrepancy in v v v v v v v Y y y 
. ( . X - - - X X X - X X X - - - - - X X X X 
perceptionand planning ： 
Table 4.1 Conjugal consistency in perception and planning 
X refers to families having initial discrepancy 
Such agreement may either be due to identical preference and planning or was 
a result of open discussion. The initial differences of viewpoint are eliminated and 
replaced by an eventual agreement. This was when one party has decided that the 
opposite suggestions are better, or some new suggestions arise during the discussion 
where both recognized as best. The result was a decision to which both give equal 
assent and feel equally committed without private preservation or personal 
resentment. 
"At first, I did not want to start all over again in a new country, but after her 
explanation, I was convinced that emigration is the best guarantee for our family 
and children. Moreover, we could always come back if situation in Hong Kong 
proves stable or if life there is really intolerable.” 
- M r l -
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"Both of us were frightened but were calmed down very soon since we realized 
what is feasible and good for us. Both agree that staying in Hong Kong is what we 
most preferred. We might fluctuate and reconsider the decision but up till now， 
our preference has not changed." 
-Mrs O -
It however should be noticed that such initial agreement may be due to the 
compliance of wife to husband's decision (or vice versa). Some respondents have no 
open contention with the other half not because they have identical preference but 
were used to be submissive to husband's judgment. Counter opinion was rather 
seldom for them. Husband's domination was observed in four cases. (Please refer to 
Table 3.2). Their wives did express certain anxiety in the decision made yet rejection 
was absence. An agreement was assumed by the male side. 
"...I leave the decision to him...I don't know what is better…" 
-Mrs E -
"…I am the one who decide what we should do, my wife have total confidence in 
my decision..." 
- M r B -
"...the fact is that she would go anywhere I choose..." 
- M r P -
In a nutshell, joint decision making (or unilateral for the four 
couples) over the issue has resulted in a consensus. Consensus 
became automatic when the value commonality was sufficient. It 
could also be attained through the active efforts of members to 
understand others' value and gave appropriate consideration. Marital 
strain due to differences for this group is less likely. The impact on 
conjugal relation may be the strengthening of trust and cohesion as 
both knew that they would work for the fiiture collectively. Some 
respondents have a common goal to achieve for preparation while 
some shared the same sentiment to face any possible challenges in 
1997. 
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"…we know we are having similar views …this is the most important as we could 
expect the presence of each other in the fiiture …we have some direction of what we 
are going to do in these few years..." 
- M r R -
The fact that these couple was having an initial consensus did not mean that 
they are running smooth in response to 1997. Even for these couples, they may 
encountered difficulties in their strategic preparation. The fact is that their marital 
relation is in a better position as they have an ultimate consensus to back up. 
Unanimity in values and planning however was not a commonplace for most 
respondents. In the first place, couples may differ in their perception of threats and 
opportunities, followed by a differentiation in the preferred coping strategies. As 
shown in Chapter two, female respondents usually more frightened and disturbed thus 
are more eager to safeguard their well being by applying a foreign passport or 
emigration. Male respondents, despite their anxiety are more watchfiil and careful. 
They seem to be less flexible in the choice of staying or leaving as they have a job to 
concern. They are the economic pillar, so the career prospect is vital for them. When 
emigration have no economic and career guarantee, they are less likely to take 
"radical" steps. They are less eager to apply for any foreign safeguard as their wife do. 
An initial discrepancy in planning is therefore witnessed among some of the couples 
interviewed. Table 3.1 showed that an initial dissensus is found among eleven 
couples. 
"After the massacre, I really want to leave, I am very worried，especially for my 
children's future. But I could do nothing as my husband is rather determined to 
stay. There is no use for any discussion as he determined everything. Up till now， 
I still want to leave although the feeling is less strong." 
-Mrs A -
"I was very frightened by the 89 incident as it reminded me of my childhood 
experience in the Mainland. To my husband, emigration is somewhat an irrational 
act，but because of me, he still applied for Canada." 
-Mrs E -
"...I am strongly against leaving but my wife is strongly against staying. 
-Mr F -
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There are however cases where female respondents are unwilling to leave 
mainly due to familial ties and emotional attachment to Hong Kong. 
"In the decision of emigration, I am comparatively more determined to stay as all 
my relatives are here. I am not afraid of any possible disaster. I am sure that my 
husband would consider my feelings thus would lead to fluctuations of his 
decision." 
-Mrs S -
"…he may want to pave way for security purpose, if that could psychologically 
sooth his uneasiness, I won't object it, but if it is not because of his preference, I 
myself would not really do all these measures...but ultimately, my preference and 
determination remain the same..." 
-Mrs Q -
There are also other sorts of differences and confusion that create initial 
dissensus. One typical example is the choice of residency. 
"My real preference is to leave but I don't want to leave my family here. I would 
like my husband to apply for something but I am not sure whether I would really 
leave when I have to. Moreover, when I knew that my husband aimed at 
Singapore, I did not support the idea because I don't like Singapore. There is not 
much difference over there. It is autocratic and only appears to be good. If I have 
to go there, I prefer staying in Hong Kong. But my husband said that Singapore is 
the only choice thus is rather determined to apply." 
-Mrs K -
"...I prefer Canada but he prefers USA... our familial network are in different parts 
of the world, yet eventually, I may have to choose USA since his family is all there 
and his family is helping us to apply…in fact, I really don't like USA…I once doubt 
why couldn't we choose Canada instead where my sister is residing…” 
-Mrs S -
The cases mentioned differ in the nature of dissensus but all are having 
disparity in preference and planning. It is highly viable that such differences would 
make family decision towards the issue strenuous and in turn may creates relational 
tension. For those who have an initial discrepancy, more efforts in negotiation, 
discussion and persuasion is needed to prevent conflict to intensified. 
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5.3.2 Decision Making and Difference/Conflict resolution 
Conflict in values and interest is inevitable in close relation, but not necessarily 
resulted in relational strain. The question is the ability of couples to handle the 
difference so that it will not turn into tension. The outcome of their technique 
discriminates between distressed and non-distressed conjugal relation. Under 
condition of disagreement, it is interesting to explore how evasive, confrontational or 
cooperative couples are with one another. Ideally, couples deal with their conflicting 
interests with some form of negotiation or problem solving strategy. This involves 
one party stating a position, seek and obtain validation from the partner, and engage 
in open exchange of opinion. Is such situation applicable to the respondents? What 
strategies did they use to negotiate with one another over the 1997 issue? How did 
they resolve their initial dissensus? What decision did they finally arrive at and how? 
Is the decision a consensus，an accommodation or a compromise? All these help to 
indicate the relational attachment and coordination of spouses in times of crisis 
management, 
Conflict occurs when desires are not shared, or when perceptions differ and 
result in diverging expectations and responses. Family conflict is neither good nor 
bad, but simply a fact of life. It exists in all families and may in fact be essential to 
family stability. The concern is that it might cause a family to be emotionally 
disorganized and relationally disintegrated. To avert these possibilities, members 
sometimes try to keep peace and harmony at any cost and may revert their positions. 
The following section would like to address respondents' style of decision making and 
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conflict resolution so as to understand of how marital strain might be created due to 
1997. 
A three-strategy typology of Fitzpatrick^ in conflict resolution is widely 
accepted where avoidance, competition and cooperation are the basic ways of couples 
to reach a joint decision. Such description is rather broad and it fails to give a precise 
account of how respondents reach the outcome. In reality, more tactics other than 
the three are used to resolve conflict. The writer thus choose a supplementary model 
where categories are arranged in finer portion: Buunk, Schaap and Kerkstra's 
3 Fitzpatrick M.A., "Marital Conflict. Avoidance, Cooperation and Confrontation", Between 
Husbands & Wives. Communication in Marriage, (UK: Sage Publication，1988). 
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typology4 of conflict resolution. The style of how they resolve their differences 
implies how the "common decision" at this impetus stage is made. 
A five characteristic style; is distinguished as follows: 
(i) pushing aggression: a style that stems from seeing one's own interests 
conflict with those of spouse，and is characterised by minimal respect 
and consideration for the spouse preference. In the existing research, 
one side domination (either husband or wife) in decision making is 
most likely to fall under this category; 
(ii) avoidance: physically or emotionally retreating from the situation, 
being unwilling to discuss the situation. A reluctance to engage in 
related conversation or the use of delaying tactics in tackling the issue 
is the most typical type of avoidance for respondents interviewed; 
(iii) compromise: trying to find a fair solution, involving concessions by 
both partners. A compromise is a solution midway between the 
partners' preferences. Neither one achieves all he wanted nor does 
either one lose everything; 
(iv) soothing: trying to prevent an open conflict and the expression of 
negative emotions, and covering up the differences between both 
parties; 
(v) problem solving/collaboration: the open and direct expression of 
feelings, exploring disparity and looking for a solution that is satisfying 
to both parties. This in fact is very similar to compromise in (iii). The 
difference is that the extent of commonness is greater for this group. 
The more common ground that a couple share, the more feasible this 
strategy is as each side is able to achieve its aims without excessive 
cost and deviation from the initial preference. Couples who are able to 
reach a consensus despite initial difference mentioned in previous 
pages fall mostly in this style of decision making and conflict 
management. 
4 Ashaap & Buunk & Kerkstra，"Marital Conflict Resolution" in P.Noller & M. A. Fitzpatrick, 
Perspectives on Marital Interaction. (Clevedon: Multilingual Matters Ltd., 1988). 
5 ibid. 
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These conflict styles are somewhat an extension of Fitzpatrick's typology. 
Pushing aggression is a typical competitive strategy; compromise and problem solving 
constitute cooperative strategies; while soothing behaviour and, of course, avoidance, 
can be seen as avoidance strategies. All the five are found among respondents and 
some utilized a hybrid of styles instead of having a singular tactic in use. The styles 
are not mutually exclusive in a family as couples could use different styles for 
promoting their preference. Also, one party could also try different ways at different 
times or jointly to achieve the most appropriate settlement among themselves. 
Majority of families interviewed is practising an equalitarian pattern of 
decision making where open discussion and mutual consultation is the convention of 
making vital family decisions. There are of course domains where either one would 
have a predominate say but when it is something about the family as a whole, seldom 
is there an absolute figure of domination. 13 out of 20 couples utilized the problem 
solving method. Among these 13 couples are those having initial gap to be bridged as 
well as those who have achieved an agreement right from the beginning. For those 
who have an agreement, collaboration refers to the execution of strategic planning, 
that is the preparation for emigration and other arrangement. As for those who have 
an initial disparity, collaboration means the revealing of individual hopes and fear, 
trying to convince one another until a fair solution accepted by both parties is 
reached. 
— — — _ _ F a m i l y - -
‘ A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T 
Initial discrepancy 
in perception and planning X - - - X X X - X X X - - - - - X X X X 
Style of decision making & 
conflict management: 
1. Husband domination — _ _ x _ _ _ _ 
2. Wife domination 
3. Avoidance - - - - - X - - - - X - - - - - - X - - -
4. Compromise - - - - - X X - X X - - - - - - X - X -
5. Soothing 
6. Problem - - - x - - x x x x x x x x x - - x x x 
solving/collaboration 
Table 4.2 Style of decision making & conflict management: 
X indicates the type of decision making and conflict management families is utilizing. 
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"…it's a matter of time and willingness to discuss openly and sincerely, we 
discussed with each other until we are convinced...I tried to explain to her why I 
don't like leaving...its pros and cons...after listening to that, she understood that 
leaving is not the best way out...I also tried to explain China's potential to her as I 
have frequent contact through my work…but I still respect her feelings by applying 
for the right of abode where she could sooth her uneasiness…the advantage of this 
measure is that we do not need to emigrate now nor have to process all those 
complicated procedure...." 
-Mr F -
"...we exchanged ideas about our plans and have mutual influence on each other...a 
final settlement is a must...only that 1997 might caused us longer to reach a final 
compromise and consensus as it is so important, uncertain and fluctuating...I don't 
thing there is any irreconcilable differences, if a couple can't even agree on such a 
vital issue, it is hard to continue the relation..,'* 
-Mr M -
For those who were having quite an acute disagreement, where neither parties 
were willing to give in nor were they able to convince each other, a delaying tactic 
was rather common. Respondents either avoid further discussion of the issue or just 
leave the issue non-tackled till further decision is really in need. As 1997 is still 
remote, final settlement is not required at the present moment. Very often, couples 
would sort out a temporary decision that suppressed or reduced existing tension and 
confrontation, yet the problem is not solved as the key difference still remained. 
"...I am strongly against leaving but my wife is strongly against staying...it is hard 
to make any genuine consensus... from that time onwards, we were always arguing 
about what to do...and I was constantly urged to apply for a foreign passport...when 
I recall the period around the massacre, I was so reluctant about the issue that I 
would just walk out to avoid further argument…the reason for my eventual 
application for the right of abode was to avoid any open confrontation with my wife 
again...I did this so as to get something done in response to my wife constant 
request for a security...the right of abode helped to put a full stop to that dreadfiil 
period ...but even now, we don't want to talk about whether we are actually leaving, 




Aside from avoidance, the soothing tactic was also employed by some of the 
couples. This was not admitted from respondents but was observed during the 
interviews. The following conversation of a husband and wife during the joint 
interview illustrates how and why a soothing tactic is detected and assumed. 
"I was rather passive in applying for any security, I was triggered to consider the 
possibility when I was offered an opportunity to get a American Visa from my 
company last year...yet I did not apply...Recently, the issue was raised up again as 
the personnel section urged me to give a second answer...that made me 
reconsidered whether I should grasp hold of this opportunity or not...this may not 
be bad as it is merely a psychological guarantee..." 
-Mr Q -
"...we have discussed this issue when the company gave the first offer last year and 
was settled not to leave...I don't know that he is thinking of the issue again...on my 
side, I am rather determined to stay and I don't think I have any baseline for 
staying or leaving…" 
- M r s Q -
"I initiated the problem again just because I was asked by the personnel a few days 
ago. Last tiiyie, the time available for decision was tight where I have to give an 
answer in a short period of time thus I decided to quit, but now, there is more time 
to think over the issue again...not that I want to leave Hong Kong...my ultimate 
preference is to stay here... when I was thinking of the issue again these two days, I 
knew that my wife would not like to leave, thus even if we are granted the visa，we 
will not leave... I will not leave my wife here, that explain why I didn't mention the 
issue to her..." 
- Mr Q -
The husband failed to give fiirther elaboration and tried to change topic. 
During the interview, it was observed that the wife was rather surprised to the new 
development of the offer and was rather frustrated with the husband's fluctuation of 
preference. The husband was trying to sooth such ill feelings by reaffirming the 
regard for their previous compromise. When the atmosphere of the conversation 
turned awkward, the male respondent did not like to talk about the issue any more. 
This in fact is a typical example how the soothing tactic respondents are using. 
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There are also other examples where couples suppressed their views during 
the joint interview when they discovered a seemingly irreconcilable disparity. This is 
not too much due to the reluctance of being different before the researcher, but more 
a response to the facial and verbal feedback from the partner. Very often, when they 
found traits of repulsion created by a viewpoint, they would stop emphasizing it or 
would change their position a bit so as to bridge the contrast. These were usually 
opinions related to the emotional attachment to each other. This is especially true 
when they exchanged views concerning the possibility of practising astronaut family in 
the future. This is not a problem when both disagree or agree to such planning, but 
there were cases where one was strongly against separation while the other might 
take this arrangement when situation proves necessary. This inevitably would create 
doom feelings on the side that was against separation. Experience has shown that 
couples would try to sooth the situation by saying that this will be the last resort and 
most probably，will not be utilized by their family. The following conversation of a 
couple helps to illustrate the point: 
"...if this is just a temporary plan and the couple involved do have fiill confidence 
that the fiiture will be good, and when the ultimate goal is for the whole family，the 
arrangement could be good and necessary, but if there is no confidence, people 
should not sacrifice their family just for a second passport…but sometimes, the 
arrangement is a necessary evil..." 
- M r s K -
”…I am strongly against being an astronaut family，marriage is a commitment and 
couples should be physically together...if both agree to emigrate, they should go 
together...husband and wife should face their challenge and environment 
together..." 
- M r K -
"…I don't agree that couples must be physically together, if economic situation 
requires one to stay so as to support the whole family, they have to separate, better 
to do this than going abroad together and suffer...moreover, the situation last for a 
few years only..." 
-Mrs K -
83 
"...so you mean spouses should separate for economic reason?..." 
- M r K -
"...somewhat like that, but of course when there is no other choice�# 
-Mrs K -
"...I would in fact consider the risk behind on the marriage itself, even if people 
are suffering abroad, at least they are together…support is really important in 
worse situation, I don't agree separating...what is the use of establishing a family 
when they are not sharing their life together?" 
- M r K -
"...of course I don't prefer that，and I myself would not choose this 
arrangement.. .what I mean is that practical concern may sometimes override the 




"...but I don't think that we would choose to be astronaut family, if economic 
situation did not afford both of us to leave, we also would not leave but stay here 
together...we would stay or leave together…" 
-Mrs K -
It is obvious that Mrs K has modified her views over the astronaut family 
when she found traits of dislike from her husband. In fact, detected from the facial 
expression of the husband, he was a bit frustrated with his wife's attitude towards 
marriage. It seemed that his wife has a greater concern on the economic aspects 
rather than on the supportive function between spouses. As the conversation went 
on, the wife was less determined in her views and she has deliberately emphasized on 
her determination to stay or leave with her husband. 
In sum, this section has outlined the types of styles respondents used in 
resolving their difference concerning 1997. Majority was having a cooperative 
attitude where both tried to work things out together, no matter the initial perception 
and preference was similar or not. Other style like unilateral domination, avoidance 
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and soothing were also found yet these accounts for a relatively small portion. These 
tactics, however have already posted an alarming situation for the couples since 
decision reached involved left overs to be tackled in the future. 
5.3.3 Types of decision reached 
To understand the style of decision making/conflict resolution is vital as it 
affects the type of outcome resulted and has great implication on the faithfulness and 
commitment of both parties to the decision made. The problem solving and 
compromising style certainly create better cooperation in the future while the others 
create left-overs as the problem is not yet solved but merely suppressed. In the 
research, five types of decision outcomes can be identified from the respondents as a 
result of their decision making style. 
(i) An agreement arise from the fact that there is no initial discrepancy 
between couples in preference and planning; 
(ii) A consensus differs from an agreement in a way that there is an initial 
discrepancy but either one was convinced to accept the opposite views 
and planning; 
(iii) A compromise is reached through concessions from both parties where 
both give up certain aspects of their concerns and preference. It is 
different from a consensus since value discrepancy still exists. Existing 
commonality is somewhat a result of voluntary adjustment thus could 
be temporary in nature; 
(iv) An accommodation is similar to "yielding" where partners enable each 
other to achieve their own goals. This is an agreement to disagree, to 
adopt a common decision in the face of recognized and unreconciled 
private desired. Individual may pursue his plan unilaterally where 
support from the partner is insufficient or even absent. 
(v) Unilateral decision is a decision made by either the husband or the 
wife. This means that one party leaves the decision to the other either 
due to trust or domination; 
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The ideal outcome is an agreement or consensus where there is equal 
recognition of the decision. If a decision is reached by consensus after initial 
disagreement, two people must come to feel that the decision corresponds with their 
own values in the course of decision process. No left overs in discrepancy are to be 
tackled, so relational difficulties or marital strain is less likely for this groups. More 
attention would be placed on the efforts to achieve the commonly admitted and 
accepted plans and goals. As a result, relation may be more supportive and 
understanding in nature. 8 couples in the research belong to this group. Usually, they 
were the ones who were able to "finalize" their dilemma of staying or leaving. (Please 
refer to Table 4.3) For example, the consensus for family G was to emigrate in the 
coming month while family H, L, M，N, 0’ R, and T were rather determined to stay. 
It seemed that their dilemma was solved and what remained would be the execution 
of their decision and the achievement of their goals. 
“ ~ F a m i l y - - — 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T 
Initial discrepancy in 
perception and planning X - - - X X X - X X X - - - - - X X X X 
Style of decision making & 
conflict management: 
1. Husband domination X X - ^ X - - - - - - - - - - X ~ - - -
2. Wife domination - - X - - X - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
3. Avoidance 一 一 — _ 一 X - - - - X - - - - - X ——--
4. Compromise - - - - - X X - X X - - - - - - X — X -
5. Soothing 一 ― 一 _ - 一 - 一 一 - X - - - - - X - - — 
6.Problem solving/ — X - 一 X X X X X X X X X - - X X X 
collaboration 
Types of decision outcome: 
1. Agreement - - - X - - - X - - - X X X X - — - - -
2. Consensus 一 一 一 一 — - - - - - - - - - - X - X 
3. Compromise _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - x x - - - - - - X - X -
4. Accommodation X - - - X X - - - - X — — _ - - XX-——— 
5. Husband decision x X - - X - - - - 一 - - - - - X - - - — 
6. Wife decision ~ ~ X - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Table 4.3 Types of decision outcome 
X indicates the type of decision outcome families had reached. 
As for the remaining types of outcome, position are not as promising and 
optimfstic. When the outcome is merely a compromise, accommodation or one-side 
decision, the question goes to the degree of assent and commitment given to the 
resolution. 
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A compromise may be temporary in nature as the values of spouse did not 
change and it is always possible that the willingness of sacrificing what is conceded 
could fluctuate. For family I, the compromise was that the husband would also leave 
for Australia and would come back after they have secured the nationality should job 
opportunity is better in Hong Kong. This was a compromise instead of a consensus 
as the preference of the male side was to stay yet due to his wife anxiety, they would 
get the security in Australia first. As for family D, the compromise was to secure the 
right of abode and leave should situation in Hong Kong exceed their baseline. The 
question in the future may be that whether both will have similar assessment of their 
baseline. 
For similar reason, an accommodation is even more fragile. In this research, 
more common is the kind of decision where respondents gave assent in order to allow 
a decision to be reached but not because they were privately convinced. An 
accommodation may be achieved in bitterness. It may be that each gave up as much 
as the other or a sacrificial act in which some yield and the other have his way. 
Spouses may lower their aspiration and settle for less. Included may be some kind of 
compromises. An accommodation however implies a number of negative aftermath. 
In the first place, assent is given but commitment is conditional when compared to 
agreement and consensus. The commitment is conditional on the other's compliance 
to the terms of compromise. There is always a presence of personal reservation to the 
decision. In a sense, an accommodative decision is seldom a thoroughly competed 
decision but is always subject to the possibility that it will be reopened when either 
side withdraw their previous assent. Table 5 showed that there are six families that 
have personal reservation on the "decision" made. In addition, a sense of 
indebtedness and submission from the yielding side would be created. 
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Concrete relational impact Latent strain created 
(eg. open conflict) (eg. constant worry about the future 
or personal reservation of decision 
made) 
A Sense of helplessness from wife due to Personal reservation of decision from wife 
unilateral dominance in decision 
making 
~B Maladjustment in emigrated area from A third time migration is possible due to the 
wife determination of husband to avoid 
Communist rule 
Drastic destruction of familial life due 
to two drastic migration 
~ C R e l a t i o n a l impact not admitted or Constant worrry of child's well being in the 
deteched future 
D Relational impact not admitted or Hidden worry not admitted or deteched 
deteched 
E Sense of helplessness from wife due to Constant worry of future's arrangement from 
unilateral dominance in decision wife 
making 
Fear of being astronaut family from wife 
Personal reservation of emigration decision 
. from wife 
F Open conflict Discrepancy not solved 
Constant argument Hidden problem in future final decision 
Create reluctant feelings Personal reservation of emigration decision 
from husband 
G Understanding of each other's similar Fear of fixture adjustment in emigrated 
stances, reinforce cohesion country from both parties 
H Understanding of each other's similar Hidden strain not admitted or deteched 
stances, reinforce cohesion . 
I Worry of each other due to physical Worry of opportunity abroad from husband 
separation at present . 
J Common goal to achieve: wealth Fear of future adaptation from wife 
accumulation 
K Common goal to achieve: wealth Personal reservation of the chosen place of 
accumulation emigration from wife 
Hidden problem for future decision making 
• Discrepancy to be resolved 
L Relational impact not admitted or Hidden strain not admitted or deteched 
deteched 
M Common goal to achieve: establish good Hidden strain not admitted or deteched 
foundation 
N Common goal to achieve: Hidden strain not admitted or deteched 
strengthen existing foundation for 
future [ 
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Concrete relational impact Latent and hidden strain created 
(eg. open conflict) (eg. constant worry about the future or 
personal reservation of decision made) 
O Relational impact not admitted or Hidden strain not admitted or deteched 
deteched 
P Relational impact not admitted or Assumed agreement from husband 
deteched 
Personal reservation of fiiture arrangement 
from wife 
Q Relational impact not admitted or Ultimate preference difference in planning not 
deteched solved 
Problem may be raised again when husband in 
open up with other opportunity or stimulation 
R Understanding reached Hidden strain and worry not admitted or 
deteched 
S Sense of uneasiness from wife Personal reservation of emigration possibility 
from wife 
A hidden problem for future decision making 
T Relational impact not admitted or Emergency exit secured for wife only 
deteched 
Possibility of a difference in final decision 
Table 5 Marital Strain Resulted 
This in turn might hinder proper coordination and obligation during the 
execution of the decision. In addition, the shouldering of responsibility to the merits 
and demerits of the decision is absent. This is especially true for a one-side 
domination decision. 
"...my stay in Hong Kong seems to be the only choice for me...I feel rather helpless 
as my husband is very determined, there is no use to have any objection...up till 
now，I still think that emigration would at least provide me an opportunity for a 
better and stable life.-, what I feel now is that we are just waiting for fate to 
determine our future...in fact very passive…like a bet of whether we will be good or 
not and have to accept no matter what the result turns out to be..." 
-Mrs A -
"I agree to apply for emergency exit only to sooth the anxiety of my partner, not 
because I agree to leave..." 
- a typical feedback from 
the yielding respondents-
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"...I apply for the right of abode to avoid any more argument with my wife about 
the issue…I just want to take a break...but I am still strongly against leaving…" 
-Mr F-
"After the massacre, I started applying for Singapore residency…my wife did not 
support the idea，I don't care and just apply it by myself... after the success of the 
application, I told her and explain to her my rationale of choosing Singapore...now, 
there is merely 'approval in principle' from my wife …we still have a lot to 
compromise in the future.,， 
-MrK-
MI am not really unhappy with his action as it is just for safety purpose...may be it 
could serve as a hinterland, but ultimately, I don't think I like going…this is a real 
question to consider in the future..." 
-Mrs K-
In fact, the best indication of whether the problem is handled successfiilly is to 
see how couples feel at the end of the decision making process. If one partner feels 
insulted or resentful, something is wrong and the matter is not genuinely resolved. 
The right method employed in the right spirit should leave both partners feeling 
contented, no matter who wins or loses the decision. This is exactly how an 
accommodative and one side decision fail to fulfil. 
In a nutshell, a decision of either type was made in response to the 1989 
catalyst during the impetus period. The decision process was then followed by the 
execution of the decision where concrete action were taken; that is, all the coping 
efforts and strategies of respondents mentioned in chapter three (including residency, 
children's planning and financial preparation)6. For our respondents, the decision 
making stage was strainful where a lot of struggle were involved. When it came to 
the execution phase, not much difficulties were entitled. The application for the 
second passport or the right of abode did not really involve much work after the 
handing of forms.7 The execution of decision involved some sort of resource 
6 The analysis of conjugal disparities has focused on residency. The reason for not addressing 
children's planning and financial strategy in particular is that these two aspects closely aligned with 
the planning on residency, thus a discussion in separate section will be redundant. 
7 Up till the interview moment, strategies of the majority were confined this two items. Only four 
families were involved in the real execution of emigration and sending children's abroad. 
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mobilization this have been described in details in chapter four thus will not be 
repeated here. This has ended the first stage effect of 1997 on marital relation. A 
temporary settlement in preparation is achieved after bargaining, negotiation or 
concession. The couples then lead way to the other stage. 
5.4 THE SECOND STAGE EFFECT: 
THE TRANSIENT/COOL DOWN PERIOD 
The strain and tension created by 1997 on couples were most explicit and 
obvious in the impetus stage. Much efforts have to be made to reach a recognized and 
concurred coping decisions in response to the initial disagreement and dilemma. After 
such strenuous experience, the execution of decisions gradually made things settled, 
at least temporarily. The coping reaction of respondents mainly lied on the 
preparation for an emergency exit. Upon securing such psychological safeguard, 
there is nothing that the respondents could do aside from waiting and watching. Will 
the effect on marital relation stop here? Have the tension ended? As most of the 
interviewees have already passed through the impetus stage, is the anxiety about 1997 
fading? The answer is a negation. As stated, there is a three stage effect on marital 
relation, meaning that the impact is procedural and continuous. What couples have 
gone through were the first stage only. They now enter the second stage where the 
nature of strain is different. 
It is observed that tension and strain on internal family have not ended after a 
safety net was secured. Despite the fact that there was no more open confrontation, 
and a reduction in discussion, there were traits that portray the penetrating effect of 
1997 on family life. This is what the writer termed as the transient/cool down period. 
As the name itself has literally implies, marital tension and strain are somewhat 
cooled down. 1997 no longer ranked the top among family discussion. However, 
this is merely a transition, awaiting for something prominent to come. Strain and 
tension are cooled down as there is nothing that a family can really do at this very 
moment. Family appears to be "tranquil" but in fact have entered the evaluation and 
control stage of decision making 8 which make strain persistent. It is a stage where 
former decisions are assessed and evaluated. There may be a heightened pressure to 
8 op cit.，Bales & Stodtbeck，1951. 
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secure agreement and conformity in this period since fluctuation that deviates from 
the agreement is a commonplace. Following the cessation of actual conflict, couples 
have an opportunity to reconsider and restructure the entire sequence. 
Reconsideration may lead to fluctuation of conformity and assent which in turn might 
reopen the tension that has already been suppressed. As mentioned right from the 
beginning, decision making is a continuous process. No "final decision" could really 
be achieved as continuous assessment and reassessment is at work, either implicitly or 
explicitly. What essence is that interpersonal tension could be aggravated as 
fluctuation of values and preference is not uncommon. 
Majority of interviewees is undergoing the second stage and they differ in the 
type and extent of strain experienced. Firstly, strain is not great for the eight couples 
that have reached an agreement and consensus. Family G and I have decided to leave. 
Their concern of future adaptation in the new environment requires supportive and 
complementary relation thus make tension less likely. In addition, they are rather 
optimistic about their future. Should there be any strain between them, it will only be 
the anxiety of adaptive ability. As for family H, L, M，N, O and R, they are 
determined to stay. Their absence of strain in the impetus period would continue. 
The problematic groups lie on those where a "future or final decision" is still 
to be made. For these couples, the problem is not solved in the impetus but 
suppressed. Merely a temporary measure was reached by an accommodation or 
compromise. Distressed couples seem to be caught in a vicious circle. Discussion 
ended by the withdrawal of，or the surrender by one partner in order to keep the 
peace. By exhibiting this avoidance or accommodating behaviour, spouses are not 
really resolving the conflict. Some irritation remains and there is a strong probability 
such hidden strain would burst in response to further stimulation. The following 
section will address the types of strain couples are experiencing in the second stage. 
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5.5 TYPES OF HIDDEN STRAIN AND WORRIES 
Respondents have reviewed a number of existing anxieties but could be 
categorized into four that worth particular attention. 
(i) Fluctuation and reassessment of decision made 
Perception and confidence are not static in nature. Fluctuation is always 
possible, thus prevents respondents from disregarding the reassessment process. The 
stimulation come mostly from the current affairs and the public releases of Chinese 
leaders. These usually have devastating effect on peoples' confidence. People feel 
annoyed and disturbed but the reverberation is decreasing as they become used to the 
irresponsive and irrational speeches of Chinese leaders. However, to prevent any 
wrong decision, respondents will still have a constant refinement and discussion over 
the issue. Couples are being very alert and sensitive in this period despite coping 
preparation have already been settled. They follow closely with the socio-political 
development ofHong Kong and China and take watchful steps in response. 
"…we still have a lot of discussion over the issue, especially when certain related 
issues happened... for eg., the talks on the airport recently made me doubt the 
sincerity and credibility of China…my confident shake …whenever such oscillation 
occurs，we would talk about our future again...I will felt disturbed once again since 
these incidents imply the need for emigrating to Singapore. 
-Mrs K -
"...our family plans change according to situation, we still haven't reached a final 
decision, “what I say just now may not really be true again..." 
- M r N -
"...there isn't really any great fluctuation in the general plans and direction, the 
effect would be on the sentimental level...for eg.，I may be reinforced to do 
something when some political leaders said something..." 
-Mr J -
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Social environment is becoming less promising but not instable according to 
respondents‘ Hong Kong is still the best place to reside, only that the increasing 
crime rate, high rising property market and the intervention of China create an 
alarming effect. Social situation may be a bit irritating that triggers worries over 
1997. 
"…there is a lot of conspiracy theory behind issues, and it is very easy for people to 
associate any changes with 1997 …everything that happens here seem to have 
certain reflection for 1997...people is eager to look for all the 'hidden 
implications'..." 
- M r R -
"...people is feeling very insecure and alert about their society…we are constantly 
under a shadow..." 
-Mrs L -
(ii) Fear of practising astronaut family arrangement 
For those who have applied for a second passport, it is very likely that they 
will have to experience separation when the application is approved. The economic 
aspect is usually the fundamental reason for such arrangement. As a result, the male 
respondent would stay to earn a living while the female would leave in order to secure 
the residency. It is common to find that the wife is rather reluctant to face such 
situation in the fiiture. 
Such worry is understandable. Astronaut family in fact is a real challenge to 
the integrity of the whole family. Family organization arises out of 
intercommunication between its members with resulting consensus and collective 
action. Disorganization develops when communication ceases or is disrupted. If 
husband and wife have prolonged separation, communication may become irregular. 
Time and attention are consumed by immediate and pressing problems, where 
psychological withdrawal of the members from one another is possible. The tendency 
toward disruption is especially likely when the sharing of experiences and support is 
insufficient. This explain why majority of respondents is against such arrangement. 
They tend to think that physical attachment is significant as it enables immediate 
support and reaffirm the sense of relatedness and mutual affection. 
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No one would like to have such arrangement but is a hidden possibilities for 
families interviewed. Sometimes, it proves to be a necessary evil. 
"I am very worried about the political situation and would like to leave. But when 
I think that I would be alone in Canada with the two children, with no relatives, no 
friends, language barrier, cold weather and so on, I am reluctant to think about that 
any more. Can we still call it a family when spouses are in different places? We 
will be unhappy even before 1997, why not wait to see whether situation is really 
that bad in Hong Kong." 
-Mrs E -
"I am afraid that such arrangement is the ultimate choice for my family. I hope we 
could run away from that.." 
-Mrs K -
(iii) Fear of revitalizing the suppressed disparity 
The ordeal of 1997 is not resolved for a number of couples as there is still a 
final decision to make. This is especially true for those who have reached a 
temporary accommodation by concessions. When 1997 is approaching near, the need 
for a real and common decision is becoming pressing thus confrontation would be 
reopened again. Some respondents have expressed the reluctance towards such 
discussion and would not like to handle the issue any more. In fact，previous 
experience of conflict and inconclusive discussions engenders the unwillingness to 
enter into new discussion. 
"...we did not agree in this issue right from the beginning... every time my husband 
said we would have to decide whether to leave or not by 95，I just don't want to 
continue the conversation... just leave it..." 
-Mrs K -
"...I just want to delay the decision as long as it permits...it is such a great pressure for both 
of us..." 
-MrE -
"...the right of abode helped to give a full stop to our argument... but I know the 
problem will come up again...should Hong Kong situation turn instable, our 
confrontation will be reopened...the conflict is on the baseline of when to 
leave... my baseline is when life is threatening...but my wife could be frightened just 
by something very minute... 1997 is really very annoying..." 
-Mr F -
95 
(iv) Strong sense of helplessness: defacto decision 
It is not uncommon to find people suffering from low pressure due to the 
strong sense of disability to their future. There is an unavoidable passivity in decision 
making among couples. Discussions over 1997 may ended inconclusively and are 
decided by events. The commitment to such defacto decision is by events rather than 
by acceptance. As a result, the issue always seem to be an unfinished business for 
couples to tackle. 
"…we are not in a position to give a definite answer, everything depends on 
situation, not even myself know how I would or what I should decide …" 
- M r l -
To give a brief summary, the effect of 1997 is a penetrating one where it 
create hidden burden to internal family that strain marital relation, if not so much of 
tension. There is an implicit disruption of internal harmony and stability as household 
heads are constantly under the shadow of fear and uncertainty. 
5.6 THE THTRD STAGE EFFECT: 
THE QUEST FOR FINAL DECISION 
This is the time when decision of residency will have to be finalized. They 
have to decide whether they really would leave Hong Kong for the place they have 
secured a residency. As this is something about the future, and most respondents 
have not yet reached this stage, no substantial data could be given for analyzing 
marital relation. It is hypothesized that the worries and conflict of the first and 
second stage would bring forth to this final one where the question has to be solved 
or tackled ultimately. With such conception in mind, the postulation for future 
relation is alarming. 
No matter how strenuous situation might be, majority expressed a confidence 
to reach a final consensus as their bondage and affectional ties would outweigh their 
disparity in perception and preference. 
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"I believe we will finally reach a consensus. If a couple could not reach an 
agreement in this vital issue, it is hard to maintain that relation any more." 
- M r D -
"Now，we still have time to disagree, but when 97 is really coming, we will have to 
reach a final decision. By that time，both would give equal assent and commitment 
to the final outcome." 
- M r K -
5.7 RECAPITULATION 
The effect of 1997. on internal household is obvious. The reduction of external 
assistance in crisis management (for this particular subject matter) has made pair 
bonding increasingly vital. This in fact is nothing alarming but the question is that 
household heads have been under duress since the beginning of the issue. The 
problem still have years to go and is like a hidden bomb that would disrupt normal 
conjugal harmony and stability. Of course, the research have no grounds to associate 
this with relational difficulties but the situation is certainly alarming for a family 
integrity and solidarity. The very fact that couples are continually under shadow of 
fear and uncertainty is certainly not a healthy picture. 
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CHAPTER SIX 
DISCUSSION: IMPLICATIONS ON MIDDLE 
CLASS FAMILISM IN TRANSITIONAL 
HONG KONG 
"Modern family is structurally isolated nuclear unit. Nuclear family members 
sometimes retain relation with other kin，such relation have 110 structural basis and 
are attenuated. The family in modern societies is economic independent of other 
kin, forms a separate household unit and is bound neither to the mother's nor 
father's family. Obligation of kin are limited and are deprived of kin support and 
become singularly dependent on each other. Bonds between spouses and between 
parents and children are thus intensified and the marital bond becomes the 
"structural keystone" of the modern family." 
-T. Parsons 1-
6.1 FORWARD 
The quotation has summed up the kind of relation a typical family is having 
with its external and internal members. The "isolated nuclear family" has longed been 
a representative concept that describes the structure of a typical Western family. In 
response to industrialization and technological advancement, families has become 
weak in structural bondage with kin wider than the nuclear family. This is especially 
true for middle class family as they are comparatively more self sufficient. According 
to Parsons, the nuclear family consists of married couples and their unmarried 
children. The significance of extended kin groups gradually resort to the emotional 
and psychological level where concrete support is absence. 
The question of whether Hong Kong is also experiencing the same trend since 
the 70's has been under debate in the academic field. Wong's has concluded that 
Chinese families in Hong Kong are moving in the direction of nuclearization in 
response to industrialization (Wong, 1975) where as Lee's conceived Hong Kong 
families as a modified extended model since kin groups render help when necessary 
1 T. Parsons，"The American Family: its Relations to Personality and the Social Structure", Family, 
Socialization and Interaction Process, (Free Press, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1956). 
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and the network is still closely knitted (Lee, 1987), In addition, Lau's concept of the 
familial group emphasized the mutual assistance of family members outside the 
nuclear household (Lau, 1982). These seems to imply that the isolation of Hong 
Kong families is merely a myth whereas the nuclearization of families seems to be in 
terms of household composition rather than on the relational and structural aspect. 
What about families in the 90's then? Does the present research throw lights on the 
possible tendency and changes? 
Present findings on kin networking seems to prove that kin, being a resource 
for crisis management is declining for the middle class where self help mechanism 
through instrumental social and market network is prevailing. The rising importance 
of the "conjugal-relation-dominated system" is witnessed yet internal harmony and 
integrity is under duress due to the uncertainty of the sovereign question. (Please refer 
to chapter four and five for details). As the conjugal system depends heavily on the 
emotional attachment of couples, 1997 may pave way for a fragile family in future. In 
a word, families in transitional Hong Kong resembles of picture where kin ties is 
shrinking while conjugal relation is strained. The picture seems gloomy as rising 
features of Hong Kong family proves to be alarming. The following section gives a 
brief illustration of the emerging type of familism that might alerts people's attention, 
followed by addressing its implication for "family crisis" in Hong Kong. 
6.2 HYPOTHETICAL TREND OF HONG KONG 
MTPPLE CLASS FAMILISM 
The aim of this section is to point out the possible nature and future family 
inspired by the research. The reason for generating these hypothetical trend is to 
signify its alarming features and implications for future Hong Kong family. To give 
an organized analysis, the trend of the internal and external family structure will be 
discussed in separate section. 
6.2.1 Internal family structure: 
Increase in split household 
As 1997 is approaching near, it is not surprising to find an increase number of 
"incomplete" family. When one is talking about split household, it is referring to a 
family having members residing in places outside the household and the most common 
locality is abroad. The main reason for the separation is either due to astronaut family 
arrangement or children being sent abroad. 
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For astronaut family, couples are separated for practical reason. Very often, 
the breadwinner will have to stay while the wife (and sometimes the children) would 
go abroad for securing the residency. Such phenomenon is not new since a lot of 
families have been practising this since late 80's. When the disruptive effect of such 
arrangement on the family is gradually recognised and identified, the arrangement is 
becoming less common these years. But this does not mean that its possibility is 
fading. We have learnt from the research that most families do not favour such 
arrangement but when situation proves inevitable, couples are willing to sacrifice 
physical attachment for the future well being of the family. The arrangement is not 
totally rule out by families interviewed. Despite the negation give to the arrangement, 
it is still a possibility for some couples. The crucial point is that, such arrangement 
could flourish again when peoples find that situation is unsatisfying and trustworthy. 
The threats for a sudden increase in split household is alarming. 
Another situation that creates split household is that children are sent abroad 
for studies. As mentioned in chapter three, a difference in generational planning is 
observed. More worries concerning adaptation and future well being are put on the 
offspring. There is a strong desire among parents to avoid exposing their children to 
uncertainty thus special arrangement, like sending them abroad would be considered 
despite their own preference of staying behind. 
The two situations show that families are being separated in one way or 
another. Prolong separation, although temporary is unhealthy for family's perpetuity 
due to the possible disorganizing effect it brings. For couples, physically absence 
might create a lot of anxieties and misunderstanding especially in times of hardships. 
Interviewees have emphasized the importance of immediate contact and sharing. 
According to the respondents, physical attachment is an important criteria for couples 
to maintain a good marital relation. The tendency toward disruption is especially 
likely when previous communication has been insufficient to provide the sharing of 
experiences and common feelings which is essential to durable relations. 
Unfortunately, such precondition for good relation is not available for the astronaut 
family. 
As for parent-child relation, when the parents is separated from the children, 
despite the attempts to keep contact and influence through letters, it is difficult to 
keep track with their personality development. 
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The most important of all is the effect of separation on the attitudes and behaviour of 
family members. The chief disorganizing effect is that it individualizes people by 
detaching him from the family and other conventional association. For those who are 
separated from their family, they are removed from the social restraints and social 
controls of their primary relationships, makes them free to neglect or violate 
traditional values and behaviour. When they go back to their family in the future, they 
may constitute a real threat to traditional family behaviour. Members might find it 
hard to accommodate again due to the difference in live pattern and practice. Such 
differences may become the source of disorganization in the future. Therefore, 
separation creates adaptive problems for family members both at present and at times 
when they reunite. 
A two generation to one generation family 
(Conjugal-relation dominated family) 
It is postulated that there would be a further reduction of family composition 
from two generation to one generation. A gradual reduction to a genuine conjugal-
relation dominated system is possible in future Hong Kong. Such hypothesis is 
inspired by the findings of the research. In the first place, the shrinkage of kin groups 
release the nuclear household from wider kin obligation where as obligations between 
spouses are emphasized. In addition to the absence of children, either due to children 
abroad or a reduction in the desire of child-rearing, the nuclear household is further 
confined to one generation instead of the typical definition of a nuclear family2. 
Majority has reviewed a desire to send children abroad when they have reached an 
older age. The aim is to widen their perspectives as well as opening up opportunities 
for them. 
As a result, pair bonding has become the crux of family persistence thus could 
be fragile in nature especially when perception and planning is not consistent. The 
emerging form of family may be called the companionship conjugal family. It 
emphasis on intimate and equalitarian relation between couples where decision 
making is consultative and collaboration in nature. "The companionship family 
however is less stable than the previous form of family. Its unity is based on 
affection and comradeship instead of duty and social pressure.3 Consensus on 
2 According to Parsons, a nuclear family consists of married couples and their unmarried children. 
3 Burgess，Locke & Thomes, The Family, From Institution to Companionship, 3rd ed.，(NY: 
American Book Company, 1963). 
101 
values and objectives，temperamental compatibility, emotional interdependence and 
sympathetic understanding become the fundamental factor that make for the unity. "4 
The alarming fact is that 1997 may threaten the unity of conjugalism where 
discrepancies in planning and perception would lead to relational tension thus hinder 
the perpetuity of the nuclear family. Disorganization develops when communication 
ceases or is disrupted, or when individual aims take precedence over common 
objectives and when family members instead of working together act at cross 
purposes. Such threats on Hong Kong family should not be undermined in face of 
1997 as there is no absolute guarantee for family members to toe the same line in 
response to the crisis. At least for the present moment, respondents are still not sure 
of what their real preference and decision are and are under the fright and worry of 
having disparities that is hard to reconcile. As such, the threat is that internal 
structure of Hong Kong family may be at stake. 
6.2.2 External family structure: 
The disintegration of large kin groups 
Accompanied with the menace of internal household, the threats on external 
relation is no lesser. As mentioned already, family has become increasingly household 
centred where familial groups seldom get into each other's affairs. The scope of kin 
ties has been shrivelling where frequent contact is limited to parents and siblings. Kin 
ties other than these is minimal. Mutual assistance in terms of economic and critical 
hardships is no longer as common as if in the past due to the affluence and the private 
attitude of middle class. Help among each other simply revolves around daily issues. 
Contact are usually brief and social instead of economic and expressive. 
For parent-adult-child relation, bondage and interaction is a way of expressing 
concern and interest. Regular contact is maintained and such interaction is a main end 
in itself. The aim is to ensure a general knowledge of each other's well being and 
news. Strict obligatory rule or affectional ties is not present. Positively, one could 
feel that relation has become more natural. Yet one could also term the relation as 
rather superficial or routine, 
4 ibid. 
5 However, it should be noted that female respondents of the middle class appear to be more 
involved both sociably and emotionally with their parents than the male respondents. 
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For siblings, relation is even more light-hearted in nature especially for 
married siblings. No great enthusiasm is expressed but the maintenance of contact is 
regarded as normal. People have limited involvement with each other and the most 
typical type of interaction is to meet at their parent's place in times of important date.6 
The interaction among close kin (refer to parents and siblings) is still frequent 
but not for secondary kin. As far as aunts，uncles, nephews, nieces and cousins are 
concerned, they play a very minor part in people's network and the maintenance of 
contact depends heavily on personal selectivity. 
6.3 FAMILY CRISIS OR DISORGANIZATION? 
In sum, the postulated trend and rising features somewhat deviate from the 
conventional style of knitted, extended Chinese family. Individual families in 
traditional Chinese society were not isolated unit. They were tightly integrated with 
each other to form wider kinship networks; and inhouse unity and solidarity were 
emphasized. In recent years, nuclear household is more self dependent (if not 
isolated) in nature from its wider kin while the household in itself is experiencing 
structural changes mentioned above. The tendency resembles two situation where 
T.D. Eliot classified as "family breakdown" resulted from family crisis. According to 
Eliot's classification, family breakdown involves the combination of dismemberment 
(loss of family member) and demoralization (loss of morale and family unity).7 In 
response to 1997, dismemberment due to departure and separation; and 
demoralization due to disparity in planning and perception are becoming common. 
The threat of disunity and disintegration of family has attracted people's attention and 
concern. Families appear to be rather vulnerable to 1997 and the is moving towards 
the sort of crisis where its western counterparts have been experiencing. 
Situation in fact is not as worse as it appears from the writer's point of view. 
In analyzing the kind of middle class familism in Hong Kong, one should not jump 
ipto the conclusion by saying that families have become isolated and fragile. In fact, 
6 The parent's home can be termed a place that facilitate interaction of the dispersed elementary 
families. 
7 Hill R.，Families under Stress. Adjustment to the Crisis of War Separation and Reunion， 
(Westport: Greenwood Press Publisher, 1949). 
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there are traits of solidarity and unity behind the gloomy picture. This is proved by 
the research findings as couples reviewed their confidence in reaching a final 
consensus at the end. 
"... I think we finally would work things out..•" 
- M r K -
"...it is a must that we would have to come to a final conclusion where both would 
agree..." " M r I " 
"..it is very disturbing now，but things would eventually be settled when the time 
comes …” -MrJ_ 
When 1997 is approaching near, the urge for reaching a final decision will 
intensify. Most of them recognized the need to reach a common decision that 
received the consent of both parties. Couples are strained now and they seem to 
fluctuate and deviate in standpoint since there is still time for considering alternatives. 
When the time comes, either side or both sides is ready to make concession. The 
ultimate aim is to preserve the family. 
The change in kin bondage is also an adaptive measure to social change. Kin 
assistance is still the first preferred resources but due to the self help mentality of 
middle class, the scope of reference is limited only to close kin, say parents and 
siblings. Should these areas prove incapable, they would not try to dig into source 
like the secondary kin. They prefer to turn to other impartial area, like the social and 
market source. So, kin will still be under consideration in their process of resource 
mobilization, only that the chance for utilizing such network is gradually reducing. 
”I did not seek help from my mother during hardship because I don't want to get 
her worried about me. She couldn't help you much, so why don't resolve the 
difficulties by yourself. I preferx conveying good instead of bad news�to relatives!" 
- M r s O -
In a nutshell, we should try to understand middle class familism from a wider 
perspective than what it appears superficially. From a positive angle, any 
irregularities in family structure is merely an adaptive reaction to situational changes 
of the society. 
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6.4 ADAPTABILITY OF FAMU V TO SITUATIONAL 
AND STRUCTURAL CHANGES 
6.4.1 A breakdown of kin ties? 
"Kinship structures do not break down, dissolve, or even change radically…rather， 
such structures evolve and adjust over time, taking on activities and functions 
which for the most part are supportive of and adaptive to the changed conditions 
and emerging social system." 
-M.B. Sussman8-
A natural change of network only! 
The reduction of kin as a resource for crisis management shown by the 
research does not necessarily mean a break down of kin relation. As mentioned in 
chapter four, close kin still remains to be the first preferred resource should they 
prove capable and suitable. So happen that 1997 is not an area where close kin could 
help, that is why respondents turn to social and market/public n e t w o r k � T h e two 
network are comparatively more feasible and appropriate. The change in 
"dependence" or "reliance" simply reflects the reality and nature of networks. 
Network changes over time in accordance with the nature of the stress 
encountered. "Each problem for which supports are mobilized, may have its own 
natural history. As the nature of the problem changes, so too，do the significance 
sources of supports. "9 Network in terms of assistance and support is not and should 
not be static in nature. It is a process of trading-ofF and feasibility analysis. The shift 
of reliance from kin does not resemble a structural breakdown of ties. Ties of blood 
are more durable than relationships based on other criteria. Non kin associates may 
quietly shed if mutual assistance or instrumental contribution is fading but this is less 
likely for kin. The weakening of bondage in terms of economic and service exchange 
do not preclude the maintenance of relation in the expressive, emotional and 
8 M.B： Sussman, "Relationships of Adult-children with their Parents in the United States"，in 
Shanas & Streib (ed), Social Structure and the Family, (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall，1965). 
9 Pearlin, L，& Johnson 丄，Marital status, Life Strains，and depression. American Sociological 
Review. 42，1977，704-715. 
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psychologically countenance. The shrinkage of mutual assistance is not equivalent to 
the breakdown of bondage. People should not be carried away by past studies where 
"instrumental consideration" in maintaining familial ties is emphasized. There is no 
doubt that "exchange mentality" accounts for a large portion of relational ties, yet the 
expressive and obligatory nature should not be undermined. They are not obligatory 
but are far from absence. In analyzing contemporary middle class familism, a de-
emphasis on the economic and exchange aspect of contact is appropriate as their 
affluence status preclude them from such need. Dislike the working class, contact are 
less on material basis. 
How about the reduction of ties in scope and influence? Ties in terms of 
breathe is gradually shrinking when compared with traditional Chinese family. In the 
past, "kinship" is rather elastic and may embrace a wide range of relatives. In 
contemporary Hong Kong, kin ties refers more to parents and siblings where wider 
kin are no longer significant! 
This is understandable as the whole kinship system would have a hierarchy of 
bondage strength. There must be priority of attachment and solidarity within the 
whole span of kinship where some relatives are strong and close in bondage while 
some are not. "For middle class family, they lay strong emphasis upon the self 
sufficiency and solidarity of the nuclear family against other kinship ties and 
groupings. " 1 0 The solidarity of husband and wife ranked top priority followed by 
parents and married siblings. The middle class is comparatively more limited in scope 
of ties than the working class. "The working class emphasize more on help’ 
cooperation, and solidarity with a wide range of kin. “ 1 1 This in fact implies the 
importance of affluence to the rising phenomenon mentioned. 
A natural result of rising affluence only! 
With the aid of class analysis, it is not hard to understand such seemingly 
modification of kin ties when compared with past literature and analysis. In the past, 
especially during the 70's and early 80’s，kin ties are strong and material assistance 
was emphasized because majority of Hong Kong population were in the stage of 
1 0 Schneider & Smith，"Middle Class and Lower Class Kinship: Contrasting Features", Oass 
Difference & Sex Roles in American Kinship & Familv Structure, (Englewood Cliffs, Prentice Hall 
Inc., 1973), p.42. 
1 1 i b i d . 
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financial building and strengthening, hoping to achieve a better living standard. This 
explains why kin ties and assistance appeared to be wide range and strong (as 
illustrated by family studies and researches) due to the need to rally widest range of 
support. On the corollary, families for the present research belong to the new middle 
class where social mobility from the family of orientation were achieved through 
personal efforts and ability: They have already achieved a satisfactory economic 
status thus a wide scope of kin ties is no longer necessary nor preferred. Kinship 
(close kin) become more a resort for emotional attachment and psychological support. 
Affluence will inevitably lead to independence. That is why parents and 
siblings are no longer influential to nuclear household decision despite their affection. 
Seldom would people take their close kin into consideration in times of critical 
situation and vital decision making. To the extreme, people may not like to discuss 
personal or intimate matters with people other than the internal household. This again 
alerts us to the importance of taking social class into consideration when analyzing 
such phenomenon. Middle class requires more privacy and precision. Very often, 
they prefer to seek professional and formal advices and help instead of through 
informal and primary network. "In search for the right, best and most rational thing 
to do, middle class family will seek out the advice and help of a wide range or 
experts. " 1 2 The scope of resource mobilization is widely expanded thus the extent 
of reliance on any specific level will be weakened. 
In a nutshell, changes in family affluence, social mobility and the rising 
importance of the conjugal system all leads to the "shrinkage" of kin ties but 
nuclearization that follows the west is unlikely, mainly due to the persistence of 
cultural values. According to the western concept, the nuclear family is isolated from 
kin outside the nuclear household where contact, assistance, obligation, affection are 
minimal. In Hong Kong, changes appear to be following the road of its western 
counterparts, but there are some uniqueness of its own. Familial change is not really 
in the same direction. New structure and relation are emerging while traditional 
pattern persist and coexist. A household centred type of family is dominating but 
relation with close kin maintains, only that the nature of contact and interaction differ 
from past where the crux of relation no longer build upon economic and materialistic 
dependency . The mentality of treasuring "all-in-the-family" (yut-ga-yan) still remains. 
1 2 ibid, p.56. 
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"...I don't think we have disregarded our relatives, only that the emphasis is more 
on our own…nonetheless，we still get support from our close kin and we also care 
for them...these things are mutual and would happen naturally, it is not some sort 
of exchange,..we like to see the siblings during leisure time，we have fix contact 
with each other...sometimes they would help us but mostly, we solve our own 
problems...we would concentrate on our own family but are willing to lend a hand 
and get each other involve when necessary..." 
- M r O -
"…we should maintain our traditional responsibility and obligation but work out 
new practices in respond to the changing world..." 
- Mrs C -
Being a hybrid of western and traditional characteristic, Hong Kong has its 
own uniqueness in family structure which is hard to term. It may be nuclear, modified 
extended, or stem, but non of these concept could really describe its distinctiveness. 
6.4.2 A disrupted and dissonance household? 
Conflict and tension for rematching differences only! 
There is no deny that internal harmony and stability has been disrupted as 
tension and conflict were witnessed in the process of decision making and coping. 
The tension however originated from the desire to safeguard the family and the 
anxiety to work things out unitedly. It is believed that the process is merely a healthy 
tension of matching and rematching differences which in turn would create a more 
adaptive family unit. Disparities is believed to be temporary in nature where 
continuous efforts would be made to reconcile. 
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The ultimacy of family perseverance still observed! 
Traits of tradition value could also be found in the conjugal system despite 
changes in structure mentioned above (eg.split household and one generation family). 
The alteration of composition and structure is merely a sort of adaptive measure 
rather than an indicator of familial disorganization. Of course it is highly possible that 
the adaptive measures might eventually lead to disorganization, wittingly or 
unwittingly. However, the ultimate intention is to preserve the well being of family 
members where the unit of concern is the family household as a whole. 
"…no matter what the change happens out there, we hope that our nuclear family 
would be good and happy..." 
- M r K -
When respondents reviewed their fright and strategies for 1997，they were 
talking about the family. It is something collective instead of individual. Respondents 
were thinking of how their family would respond and survive, not how they 
themselves would react and plan. This explains why they stressed the importance of 
reaching a common familial decision. 
"…husband and wife means doing things together, I am not afraid that 1997 would 
disrupt our family life…but we are anxious to resolve our differences and 
disparities...it is a must for us to be united in such great issues..." 
- M r R -
Respondents also illuminated that their family is organized more on 
collectivistic rather than individualistic principles. To study family behaviour in times 
of crisis situation, one could look into three levels. The first involves the individual, 
that is how the individual adjust to that situation. The second is the pair and members 
residing in the nuclear household, and the third is the family as a whole, including 
wider kin. In face of vital issue like 1997, the household entity ranked the top among 
the other three level. The concern of respondents were not the adaptability of family 
members as individuals but the adaptability of the whole household unit towards the 
crisis. The preference and planning of each individual was "suppressed" in one way 
or another where the primacy of family (household based) integrity and interest was 
recognized. The third level is the least important where its significance is not as vital 
as if in the past. 
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"…if I have not been married, I will prefer to go abroad…it is in fact a chance to 
explore for new opportunities..." 
- M r Q -
"…if I do not have a family, I will leave …may be I can find new direction or 
discover new potential of myself.,." 
-Mrs H -
We could see that the weighting of individual level is less than the family unit 
for respondents. In fact, the very efforts of making coping preparation and 
compromises already showed traits of seriousness towards family integrity and 
perpetuity. The "astronaut family" is something idiosyncratic for Hong Kong. People 
are willing to do usual things for family's well being. For those who "accept" such 
arrangement despite their reluctancy, they choose to believe that temporary separation 
will result in minimal disorganization. It Is an expression of a family objective where 
both the husband and wife realize the necessity of separation. Such mutual faith and 
belief has the organizing effects which counteract, at least to a certain extent, its 
disorganizing tendencies. 
"…astronaut family is unfortunate and definitely not a good arrangement，but if this 
is merely a temporary plan and couples have full confidence that the future is going 
to be good, could have a try…nevertheless，the ultimate goal is for the future 
family …” 
-Mrs K -
Should we put the same situation to a Western family, say an American one, 
the picture might be totally different. The two main functions of a modern family in 
Parsons' view is the socialization of children and the provision of psychological 
support for adults. For adults, the essence is to serve the individual need of emotional 
attachment and sexual desire. For children, the family is a place for nurturing 
development. In the case of astronaut family，neither of these functions could be 
accomplished thus the family loses its meaning. According to western values, the 
perpetuity of the family should not be the end of itself but to serve the actualization of 
individuals. "Family solidarity is often seen as serving the end of facilitating 
individuality. "13 
1 3 ibid，p.43. 
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As such, we could say that the astronaut family is not a form of family 
disorganization, but reflect the important position of "a family" for Hong Kong 
people. They are ready, although not willing, to make critical sacrifices just for its 
preservation. The cost is to experience a kind of family life that does not equate with 
the name it bears since "the family" does not really exist! 
Normative expectation on marriage remains! 
Chinese family usually coheres in times of hardship and adjusts in times of 
discrepancy. Such characteristic is still present among families interviewed. Marital 
relation is expected to endure and persevere. Respondents will try their very best to 
coincide In case of disparities on vital issues. Accompanied by such traditional 
expectation on the marriage system, the conjugal system is not as fragile as it appears 
to be. The practical and moral persuasion will uphold the integrity of the family 
despite tension and strain resulted from 1997. 
But when we apply the same situation to the western world like the State, 
family dissolution is highly possible since marital commitment may be lax. Marital 
relation is comparatively more transient, temporary and conditional in nature, as 
individualism outweigh familism. Dissimilarity on vital issue would not be tolerated 
as if in the respondents' family. Instead, more forms of diverse family will become 
prevalent, emphasizing individual needs and choices. This would include single parent 
situation, living singly, cohabiting, divorcing, and remarrying. These at least is not the 
case for Hong Kong, or that situation is not as serious, or that these have not been 
resulted from 1997. 
"...I would still treasure and emphasize on the traditional expectation on conjugal 




Families have undergone changes in response to 1997 in the kin networking 
and conjugal level but it is more appropriate to say that family is becoming more 
adaptative and flexible rather than being disorganized as a result. The middle class is 
moving towards the conjugal system but is not as fragile as it appears due to the 
persistence of traditional values. The fragility of the conjugal system resulted in 
conflict and tension is combat with the persistence of traditional expectation on family 
and marriage. In response to external forces for change (1997)，an unique form of 





To address the fundamental research question of how middle class family (kin 
networking and conjugal relation) is affected by 1997, one could summarized in the 
following points. 
In the first place, kin network appeared to have declined in importance for 
managing existing stress. They are less involved and utilized as a resource and are no 
longer influential to household decision making as if in the past. Kin reliance are 
comparatively more handicapped in handling existing crisis which is more a political 
than economic challenges. 
As a corollary, social and market network are of rising relevance to 
respondents' coping resource and style. Although these relation may be instrumental 
and short term, the two act as a supplement for the deficiency in "family-centric 
resource network". The class background of respondents in fact contributes to such 
alteration of resource reliance. Middle class people are most often separated from kin 
and dependent on friends for help. They need help from someone of equivalent 
background and knowledge, which their kin gradually prove to be incapable. In 
addition, they emphasize more on self sufficiency and privacy, therefore, they have a 
strong tendency to remain low profile on the issue. People tend to resort to internal 
household in times of hardships where the self help ethos is preferred. 
One however should not jump into the conclusion by saying that Hong Kong 
middle class family is becoming isolated. Kin reliance still remains to be the first 
channel in their process of resource mobilization. Resource mobilization is a dynamic 
process where kin reliance would usually rank first in the chain of consultation for a 
Chinese family. People usually will extract all possible resource and network from 
people they are familiar with. A reduction of kin reliance may only be due to the 
uniqueness of this subject matter and the capability of kin. (The subject matter affects 
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the extent of possible kin reliance.) Should kin failed to be an efficient source of 
help, it is very natural for respondents to turn to other channles as mentioned. As 
such, middle class people has only become more self dependent rather than isolated 
due to their affluence and social mobility. 
However, one should admitted that the scope of relatedness and solidarity is 
more emphasized on close kin like parents and siblings. For working class, their span 
of connection is much greater where secondary kin may also be under consideration. 
They may even consider a revitalization of kin relation for mobilizing their assistance. 
This however is not the case for the respondents which belongs to the middle class. 
Their breathe of kin reliance is comparatively limited to close kin thus create an 
impression that kin ties is shrinking. Kin bondage is far from breaking where their 
bondage is still strong due to the persistence of cultural values. AfFectional ties are 
minimally affected. An association between the 1997 stressor and the emotional ties 
of kin is not established. Changes in ties is more on the co-operational and service 
exchange aspect rather than on the sense of relatedness and attachment. This may 
imply a need to de-emphasize on mutual and economic assistance in analysing middle 
class kin relation. 
As for the effect on conjugal relation, 1997 has heightened the call for 
unanimity and bondage between couples but has also created pressure for them. The 
effect of 1997 is continuous and penetrating. It has initiated a three-stage effect on 
marital strain via the decision making process. First, the impetus period where 
couples have gone through problem identification, conflict resolution and decision 
execution. This is a stage where conjugal strain and tension is most obvious and 
acute. The transient/cool down period involves a continuous process of decision 
evaluation and assessment due to the fear of wrong decision. A final challenge will 
appear 1997 is approaching any left overs from the settlement of the second stage is 
to be solved. This is the time when decision of residency will have to be finalized. As 
such, 1997 is having a long term and penetrating effect on marital tension and 
relation. The alarming picture that the findings has illustrated is that majority of 
respondents ishaving initial disparities in planning and preference, as well as left overs 
in their coping decision. This is to say, the decision is merely an accomodation, or 
just a temporary compromise, thus future integrity and unity is not really guaranteed.. 
The integrity and solidarity of middle class family seems to be undergoing 
considerable amount of challenge under the shadow of 1997. The shrinkage of kin 
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assistance; the disruption of internal household harmony and the emergence of 
diversify family forms (eg. split household and the reduction of family from two 
generation to one generation) show that Chinese family in Hong Kong is "deviating 
with the past". The idea that family is "breaking down" has gradually implanted in the 
public mind. Through the mass media, it is not hard to find comments, discussions and 
reports of how family is being disturbed and disrupted in this transitional period. 
”Many people tend to share the belief that rapid social and economic changes have 
cause a breakdown or disorganization in family life thus have resulted in the rise of 
numerous social problem. “ 1 
From the writer's point of view, family is not experiencing any breakdown but 
merely being adaptive and adjustable to social changes. Internal equilibrium may 
be disturbed but not disrupted. The changes in conventional types of structure merely 
reflect the endeavour of family in preserving its well being, only that such efforts 
might involve transient sacrifices of traditional familial practices and association. 
Family is still an important concept under the mind of respondents where they cherish 
its supportive function socially, emotionally, psychologically and sometimes 
materially. The perpetuity, integrity and unity of the family are still the ideals to be 
achieved. The bondage mentality of "Chinese familism" persists despite certain 
adaptive transformation of structures on the surface. Family peserverance is still 
vital and valued where the "collective" still outweigh the "individual". 
We could say that middle class family has become reflexive in this transitional 
period. A behaviour is reflexive when "it is in reply to some outside influence, 
without meaning to make it and without power to prevent it"2. It is not to say that 
family has become passive recipient of external environment but has become helpless 
in controlling it. The sense of powerless is strong where nothing concrete or 
constructive could be done to preserve a stable and prosperous socio-political 
environment. The context out there is not under their control thus they could only be 
reflexive. People will only, or can only react to what turns up to them. As a result, 
what people can do is to be prepared for reaction and counteraction to any possible 
adversity. 
1 Lee P.L., "Changes in the Family and Kinship Structure in Hong Kong", in Aoi K. Morilka & 
Suginohara (ed) , Family and Community Chancres i n E a s t A s i a , 
( 1 9 8 5 ) . 
2 Longman Contemporary English-Chinese Dictionary, (Beijing, Modern Press, 1988). 
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In order to be adaptive and reflexive to changing environment, people is 
pragmatic，flexible and instantaneous in organizing their family planning and 
functioning. These could be illustrated by their coping style and mentality towards 
the 1997 challenge. 
People are being pragmatic and tend to minimize cost and maximize 
precaution in this period. The purpose is to get a safety guarantee so as to increase 
their control over the future. Measures like securing an emergency exit will be taken 
to first minimize their risk. This is then followed by the maximization of opportunity 
through staying behind. Hong Kong is perceived as the best place for residing and 
money making. The sovereign question has lead to a drainage of human capital thus 
become a golden opportunity for moving up the career and social ladder. In addition, 
the economy of Hong Kong is still promising and provide a solid ground for money 
making. 
Meanwhile, people remain watchful to situation where careful but responsive 
steps will be taken. Hong Kong people have the ability to act quickly when things 
happen, thus are instantaneous to its social context. The ups and downs of the stock 
market and economy; the flux for emigration and the sensitivity to PRC's wording and 
development reflect the swiftness and alertness of Hong Kong people to the existing 
environment. 
The family is also upholding the principle of flexibility in their planning and 
coping. Almost none of the respondents are determined in their decision for 1997. 
They did not specify a fix road to walk, nor did they rule out any arrangement 
possibility. The mentality is to remain flexible, wait and see. 
The research has helped to outline the behavioral tendencies of Hong Kong 
middle class families in the transition to 1997. The features highlighted resemble the 
characteristics of a typical middle class family. It is hoped that further research on 
how family response to political changes; the "fitness" of the reflexive and adaptive 
family to its environment; and its impact on the Chinese family in Hong Kong as a 
whole will proceed. 
To end the discussion, the writer would like to point out the limitations of the 
present research. First, is the lack of clarity in terminology like "family" and 
"kinship". It is true that the nuclear family has become the core of "the family" but is 
still hard to say where familial concern stops. The boundary of kin ties and network is 
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not clear cut for a typical Chinese family. There is no distinct delineation of the 
nuclear unit from kin outside. In addition, the extent of kin ties differ among families. 
Every family have their own hierarchy of bondage. Some people may have contact 
only with their parents but some may have particular close relation with some 
secondary kin. The scope of kin relation is a result of a lot of factors. Any strict 
demarcation of the scope tend to restrict the richness of the research in reflecting the 
real picture. This in fact is the fundamental difficulty of family study. Fortunately, 
respondents tend to be rather consistent in their span of kin relation where parents 
and siblings ranked the top while other kin are of little significance. 
In addition, the term "family" and "household" is used somewhat inter-
changeably in the present research. Terminologically speaking, the two is definately 
different in meaning, but given the Hong Kong context, it is hard to demarcate a 
difference. In fact, it is rather meaningless to give a distinction. Household in Hong 
Kong is definately "nuclear" in nature due to limited space but "family" for Hong 
Kong people does not only refer to household members. A deliberate specification 
of the two will only reduce the comprehensiveness and accuracy of the analysis. As a 
result, confusion may be unavoidable but it is believed that such deficiency is not as 
vital as in affecting the validity and credits of the research. 
The second defect deals with the limitation of generalization. The conclusion 
of the present research is not universally applicable to middle class as a whole but a 
particular sector only. One should make clear the qualifications and conditions of the 
middle class this research is referring to, before any conclusion is valid. Results 
generated are very much affected by the family life cycle, extent of finance and 
network sufficiency of the sample. As such, the present result may be due to the 
concentration of the research in the "new middle class". To give an example, nearly 
all of the respondents, with the exception of one are in their peak years of career 
building thus definately will deter their desire to leave Hong Kong. Moreover, their 
limits in economic foundation and network support further reinforce their reluctant 
mentality towards emigration. These situations however may not be true for middle 
class of other characteristics and sector. 
Last but not least, much efforts were put to ensure a wide coverage of the 
sample but due to technical reason, astronaut family was not included as household 
heads are not accessible Its coverage may be crucial since they are the ones who are 
really having a family disequilibrium due to 1997，thus may provide a totally different 




Family Type o f L o c a t i o n Husband Wife H u s b a n d N o . of Years of Houehold Religions 
Name Housing Occ Occ /Wife age children/ Marriage monthly Affflia-tion 
stage of Income 
develop't ($)(app ) 
^ T d K ^ " " “ b ^ k house- 41/39 2 8 30000 Catholic 
Shing staff wife primary 
^ I t e K w u n merchantmerchant 41/40 4 18 40000 Catholic 
Tong primary & 
secondary 
~ govt police C h e u n g ^ ^ 34^26 1 1.5 55000 Catholic 
quarter ShaWan officer police infant (wife only) 
officer 
^ " t ^ T ^ ^ e 33^39 2 12 93000 Christian 
W a n secondary 
(abroad) 
E private Argyle account nurse 40/40 2 8 
Street P r i m a ry 
~ ^ Hung custom chemical 33/33 1 7 46000 KA. 
custom Hum analyst infant 
quarter ； 
~ private " H ^ ~ teacher teacher 53/53 3 25 20000 Catholic 
Hum (retired) (retired) secondary (husband 
only) 
P r i ^ custom h ^ 3V34 2 8 30000 Christian 
(hire) Edward wife primary 
Road 
" 1 M i d - l e v e l t o ^ hotel 30/28 0 2/3 30000 Catholic 
planner manage-
ment 
" 1 private Sheung manager office 36/34 0 4 55000 Christian 
Shui clerk 
J private T ^ ； immigra-""“secretary 31/27 0 2.5 30000 Christian 
Wan tion 
officer 
~ L private SaiWan university social 43/33 1 6 60000 KA. 
Ho lecturer - worker infant 
private Heng Fa town teacher 32/32 2 5 40000 N.A. 
(HOS) Chuen planner secon- kinder-
dary garten 
~~N private Shatin student occupa- 29/29 0 4 24000 Christian 
tion 
therapist 
~ O private Tsuen manager manager 30/29 0 2 45000 Christian 
[ Wan 
* No information due to contact failure. 
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；—： ，7/，a o 15 $40000 Christian 
q private Shatin production social 27/28 u A J 
planner w o r k 
； r"~~T~ , 0 A 1 i 2 $30000 Christian 
R private Tuen research registered 29/31 I z ^ 
Mun technician nurse ； (infant) 
• — ： ' ” m o 5 $60000 Christian 
S private Tai Po senior secon- 32/33 u 
translator dary 
. teacher 
— private TaiWai"""marketing p e r s o n n e l " " “ ^ 0 2.5 $6 00 00 Buddist 
research adminis-
(manager) tration 




I Perception & Emigration Possibility 
1 What are your views concerning 1997? Do you view it as a threat or an opportunity? 
2 What would you think of when people talk about 1997 with you? Does it scares you? 
3 What situation or alteration would you think would happen in 1997? 
4 Do you have confidence about the well being of Hong Kong's future? In the economic， 
political and social arena? . . 
5 what sort of worries concern you most? Is it more on the economic，political or social side? 
6 Do you trust the PRC government? 
7 If not，would it deter you from staying in Hong Kong? 
8 Did you ever think of emigrating abroad? 
9 Have you applied for any second passport? The right of abode in Britain? 
10 Have you succeeded in securing them? 
11 What is your ultimate preference in future's residency? Do you plan to stay in Hong Kong? 
Why did you apply for the passport then? 
12 Are you leaving then? Or under what condition would you decide to leave Hong Kong? 
What is the baseline to stay? . 
13 what changes in 1997 would make you leave? Is it in the economic, political or social side? 
What are your zone of acceptance? If Hong Kong situation really turn worse, what situation 
would you term it as unacceptable? 
14 what are the push and pull factor in your decision? Have you ever worried about adaptation 
abroad? Any guarantee or confidence in a satisfying life abroad? Are you able to find 
comparable jobs? How about your spouse? Any worries from her side? 
15 Have you ever fluctuate in your perception and decision concerning future's planning? (eg 
affected by mass media and situation in Hong Kong) 
16 Is 1997 somewhat a deadline for all your planning? Could you make any long term 
decision and planning or are you stucked by such variable? 
120 
II Economic Strategies (if any) 
1 Do you have any deliberate plans in strengthening your economic foundation in response to 
1997? 
2 Have you ever planed to change job or take up a part-time job so as to strengthen your 
economic foundation? 
3 Did you have any property investment? 
4 Are you involved in any stock market? 
5 Did you buy any foreign currency? Did you have any investment overseas? 
6 Could you tell me how you organize your investment overseas? Can you tell me how would 
you make use of your resources and network in planning all these strategies abroad? 
7 Do you think that you have changed your consumption pattern in recent years? Did you cut 
any of the consumption and plan to save more money? 
8 Did you buy or plan to buy any house? 
9 Did you plan to sell your property in Hong Kong before 1997? 
10 Are you afraid of losing the right to own your property in 1997? Have you ever worried 
about this? 
11 Would ill-feelings concerning property right illustrate a strong distrust concerning the 
future well being of Hong Kong? 
12 Are you afraid of experiencing a worse living standard in 1997? 
13 Do you have confidence over the economic prosperity of HK? 
14 Have you ever thought of transferring your savings abroad? Or deposit to a saver place? 
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m Plans for Off-Spring 
1 Did you plan to have another child in the near future? Why? 
2 Did 1997 ever affect you in one way or another in your child-bearing plans? 
3 Would you choose to give birth to your children overseas? 
4 Can you tell me your general/specific plans for your children? 
5 Do you think that staying in HK will be good and suitable for them? Why? Under what . 
situation and environment would you like your children to grow up? What aspect of child's 
development are you most concern? Open education? Free social and political 
environment? Opportunity...? 
6 Have you ever thought of sending them abroad? Why and why not? 
7 why do you think that sending them abroad is better? Why are you so sure that the future of 
HK will be unfavourable for them? 
g Do you send them abroad just for education or to plan for securing a foreign passport? (for 
those already sent children abroad) 
9 Would you like them to come back after study? 
10 Would you go overseas with them together? If not, how do you feel about separating with 
your own children? 
11 It seems that your planning for yourself is different from the planning on your children? 
Why do you stay behind but not your children? 
12 Would you be afraid that the generation gap between you and your children will be widened 
especially when they are brought up in another country and culture? 
13 Would you be afraid that the relation between you and your children will no longer be 
closed? 
14 why are you willing to sacrifice such relation? Is the fear for 1997 so great that it could 
outweigh the desire for kin connection? Is Hong Kong's future really be so threatening that 
you would not let them adapt? 
15 Why would you prefer your children to stay with you? (for those not sending children 
abroad) 
16 Would you expect any returns from your children in the future? (ideally) 
17 Practically, do you think that you could get such return in the future from your own 
children? 
18 Could you tell me briefly what you expect from your children? 
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IV Kin & Social Influence and Networking 
1 Did you ever discuss about the 1997 issue with relatives, friends or colleagues? 
2 What usually are the areas of discussion? 
3 Did any of your relatives, friends or colleagues ever plan to emigrate? 
4 would your plans concerning residency ever be affected by relatives, friends or colleagues 
around? , . . 
5 Would you seek advice from your relatives, friends or colleagues concerning your decision 
about future's planning? Or are you easily affected by them? 
6 Did you ever fluctuate due to the decisions and planning of your relatives, friends and 
colleagues? , -
7 Did you and your relative(s) ever mentioned cooperate together to plan and prepare tor 
1997? 
8 would the families provide mutual aid and support in response to the preparation for 1997? 
Information? Financial? Hospitality … 
9 is there any other relatives, friends or colleagues that has provided (or will provide) you aid 
and support in what ever ways concerning the preparation for 1997? 
10 Do you have any relatives or friends abroad? 
11 Did you ever think of joining them abroad or emigrate through their help? 
12 Have you ever consulted them concerning situation abroad? 
13 would your choice of residency be affected by where your relatives and friends are? Would 
you still stay/leave if your relatives are leaving/staying? 
14 Have your ever consult the market resources? EG. the emigration company or any 
organization that would familiarize your towards the decision. 
15 Which re la t ive� would you and your wife contact most? (both together and separate) 
16 What are your relation with them? What are the frequency of contact? What are the nature 
of contact? Why contact them and how do you spend your time with them? Who initiate the 
17 LThereTnymutual help among your relatives? What help do they usually offer you? What 
help do you usually offer to them? 
18 Would you consult your relatives in decision making? To what extent would they have 
effect on you? 
19 should you have any problem, would you usually seek help from your relatives or would you 
try to solve it by yourself? 
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V Conjugal Relation (Preference and Planning) 
1 Did you ever discuss 1997 with your spouse? What are his/her views? Is he/she optimistic 
about Hong Kong's future? 
2 How often would you two discuss about the 1997 issue? Is the issue cooled down and settled 
by now? 
3 who would initiate the discussion first? Who is more concerned or frightened? 
4 what usually is the response of the other person? Discuss together? Listen?.•… 
5 is there any discrepancy concerning the future planning in residency, children's planning 
and other reactive strategies. 
6 Are the discussions held in peaceful, tense or hostile terms? 
7 Have you two ever quarrelled over the issue? 
8 How would you two finally resolve such conflict? How to convince other to accept one's 
perception and preference? Any ill feelings and strains created? 
9 Is the matter settled by now? 
10 To what extent does the 1997 question affect your family life，planning and relation? What 
sort of effect does it have? On family? On personal development? Is it some sort of a 
shadow over your family life? 
11 What are your views about the astronaut family? 
12 What are your views on those families who are disintegrating due to the discrepancy 
concerning the planning about the future? 
13 what are your views on those families whose husband and wife are separated due to the 
need to obtain residency abroad? 
14 Do you think that it is worthwhile to risk the integration of the family for preparing 1997 
(something uneertain)? Why? 
15 Would you two choose such tactics should situation prove necessary? Under what situation 
would you do this? 
16 Do you think that couples should be physically together? What do you think are the qualities 
of an ideal marital relation? 
17 What do you expect for modern marital relation? 
18 What sort of support did your spouse yield you most? Financial? Emotional? Psychological? 
Advice? Companionship? 
19 What sort of support did you treasure most? 
20 How usually would you two handle the situation if there is a discrepancy or conflict in views 
and preference? 
21 Who would usually make the final decision? 
22 Who would usually give in? 
23 What would you anticipate for your family life after 1997? 
24 Would you regret not going abroad if the situation of HK really turn worse? 
25 Do you think that you would blame each other in the future? 
26 Could you give me some advice in maintaining a good marital relation? 
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VI Familial Values and Societal Consciousness 
1 How do you feel about your relatives? Who would you remain in close contact? Parents? 
Brothers and Sisters? 
2 What do you think relatives are for? 
3 Did you spend your leisure time more with your friends or with your neighbour? Are the 
gatherings with relatives ceremonies and routine in nature? Do you enjoy the times with 
them? 
4 Do you feel obliged to maintain close contact with them? 
5 what does your family/kinship mean to you? An obligation? A heritage from the past? A 
burden? A support?... 
6 Do you think that you have a strong sense of familism? 
7 How about your family members? 
8 Is there any conflict between your sense of familism and your plans for your children (and 
yourself) in preparation for 1997? 
9 How would you resolve such conflict? Did you experience any psychological and emotional 
tension? 
10 Could you name a few traditional family values that you think is important and treasure 
most, eg, filial piety, caring for the elderly, obedience, polite, respectful, find time to stay at 
home，live together，authority over children, dominance of husband over wife…. 
11 Do you think that you (or Chinese people) have always sacrifice your (their) family in 
response to their social and political environment? 
12 Do you think that you are someone who is political or societal conscious? Why? Is there 
any change in such consciousness due to 1997 issue. An increase or reduction? 
13 Did you read newspaper/listen to news everyday? 
14 what sort of news are you most concern about? Is there a shift in the areas of concern. Did 
you pay special attention to political news of Hong Kong and Mainland? Do you have a 
strong desire to improve your understanding about China? 
15 Have you ever thought of doing something for Hong Kong in the transitional period? 
16 Did you vote or participate in community or political organizations? Why and why not? 
Would the participation strengthen your faith and determination to stay? 
17 Any sense of political powerlessness and vice versa? Do you think that you have a part to 
play to create a better future for Hong Kong? 
18 Would you voice out your demands and grievances about the society via the media，social 
movements or other channels? 
19 Do you have any religious background? Wo)xld this affect your perception and plans in any 
way? Did your religious group launch any activities or discussion about 1997? Did you 
participate and what did you get from these activities? Strengthen your faith to stay in Hong 
Kong? o 
20 Do you think that the social situation in HK is instable? Did you feel disturbed m any way? 
Threaten your confidence to stay? 
21 Are you disturbed by the increasing violence of crime, inflation, high housing price, influx 
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